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This past month on the American cultural scene, such as it is,
there appeared a critically acclaimed, smash hit updated rendition
of "The Bible." But after a short while we came to realize just
whose Bible it was. It was not the Jewish Bible, as it left out 2/3 of the events in the
lives of our Patriarchs and Matriarchs, our holy Fathers and Mothers, on whose lives
and shortcomings we both learn from and pattern ourselves. They barely "looked"
Jewish at all, as if to subtly deny the notion of Jewish peoplehood, and were primarily
portrayed as bloodthirsty, stone throwing ogres, hoodlums and barbarians, until Jesus
arrives, at which point he and his followers are portrayed as quite beatific and angelic.
A full three episodes explores the life and crucifixion of Jesus and what follows. Truth
in advertising should surely have required a different title altogether, such as "The
Christian Bible." In other words, the "Old Testament" had no intrinsic worth only insofar as it led up to the life, death and resurrection of Jesus.
After the last episode many evangelical Christians saw it as an opportune time to seek
out new converts, especially Jewish ones, who could hopefully see their stubbornness
to remain loyal to Judaism in the same way that Saul was struck blind on the road to
Damascus. Thus follows some of my response to a local pastor's invitation to join the
Christian fold.
"Dear X, I already have "a personal relationship with my Lord and Savior.
The Lord God of Israel is our Lord and Savior (Adoneinu uMoshienu).

immediately
followed by
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One is in violation of Torah Judaism if one worships anyone but the Lord God Himself
(YHVH). This is made very clear in the Scriptures.
Now I support Maimonides' belief that it is a very positive development for the world
that Islam and Christianity have made many converts to their faiths, in that they are
preparing the world, giving them the necessary vocabulary to ultimately accept the
true monotheistic redemption when the true messianic era arrives.
The Messianic idea in Judaism, as expressed by our Prophets, always contained the
very much this-worldly notion of world peace and harmony, and the ingathering of the
exiles of Israel and Judah from the scattered lands of their dispersion.
As per Isaiah, the world will know true peace and harmony. A fundamental shift in the
nature of Creation will occur, wherein the aggressive nature of nations, man and even
the animal kingdom will come to be reversed into one of complete love and true
harmony. "The wolf and the lamb will lie down together, and none will be afraid."
(continued page 4)
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Finance

Dave Rosenberg
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Membership

Sandra Alfonsi
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Kitchen

Lois LaBarca
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Herb Rosen
Barry Tremper
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Rabbi Melman’s Office Hours:
Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday
10:30 — 12:00 noon
To talk in person please call me to set up an appointment.

Please provide Barbara with
any information that is
missing for you in the above
grid. Thank you.
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A MESSAGE FROM OUR PRESIDENT ……

Dear Temple Family,
Spring has finally sprung. I hope everyone enjoyed Pesach this year – it
was extremely early. I was just reviewing my article from last year at this
time and am extremely upset.
I was hoping that we could have a few more activities in the past year than we had. I was hoping
for new volunteers to join us with fresh ideas.

None of this happened. We did have a brunch. We did have Shabbat dinner. But not with the
regularity or attendance I was hoping for.

We will have a new Board of Directors and Trustees as of July 1, 2013. What I would like to see is
for the next 2 months both Boards – current and new – get together now and see what we can do
for this summer. You can call either Sandra Alfonsi or me with ideas or to volunteer.

THIS IS YOUR SHUL – ONLY YOU CAN KEEP IT ALIVE – HELP

Shalom,
Suzanne Tremper

A very special “thank you” to: Michelle Star and Esther Graves
who every month get this newsletter addressed and ready for mailing,
then off to the Post Office in record time.
Why don’t you ask what you can do for your Temple?
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(continued from Rabbi’s essay, page 1)
In the last 2000 years there has never been a day without warfare or bloodshed throughout the world. Only
now in our generation have we witnessed the beginning of the great and awesome redemption with the return
of the exiles to Israel (messianic criteria). Ezekiel's vision of Dry Bones has now come to pass, as the dry
bones of the millions of Holocaust victims have now figuratively been revivified with the rebirth of the Jewish
state. Israel, as a nation, is the suffering servant. It is not an individual per se, but rather the entire Jewish
people, who will suffer for their constancy of faith, yet remain eternal, as a sign of G*d's eternal presence in
the world.
Jeremiah's 31:31 mention of a New Covenant simply meant that the exiles of HIS GENERATION shall not
despair, that even though the Temple was destroyed and the people were now exiled, God has not divorced
them as His people. He will renew the Covenant, Israel will not be divorced from God, and their chosen
mission on Earth will continue, now that the people have repented from their deep idolatrous, adulterous
flirtations.
The word messiah simply means "anointed" - Mashiach. This could refer to a nation or an era, as much as it
could be interpreted to also be an individual. Clearly, our generation is an anointed one, poised on the brink
of the most amazing scientific discoveries which will bring healing and cures to millions around the world, yet
also poised to stumble into the abyss of mass annihilation.
Against all odds, Israel has survived, and will yet be victorious in the future. G*d's glory will be revealed to all.
The hearts of all the survivors will be indelibly changed to worship the One God of Israel and come to love
Israel.
As far as our sins are concerned, we do not require Jesus' death to atone for our sins. The Torah clearly
states that as long as we observe Yom Kippur we will have a complete atonement for sin (Lev 23:26-28). "It
is a law for all time" means exactly that. Whether or not the Temple is standing. Whether or not there are
sacrifices. Many of our sages have said that the sacrifices as found in the Tabernacle and in the Temple were
only to appeal to a generation that was weaned among the extreme idolatrous iconography of Egypt, that to
worship without any sacrificial rituals only led to the sin of the Golden Calf and the abandonment of faith.
The sacrificial system was temporary in order to fill a void at a time when the entire world was sunk in the
muck and mire of idolatrous paganism, even killing humans and their own children as sacrificial offerings.
Furthermore, the prophet Micah and our sages of blessed memory point to deeds of loving kindness as bringing atonement as well.
I have no problem with a figure such as Jesus coming to renew the love centered core of Judaism, as found
in Leviticus 19:18, (Love your neighbor as yourself), restoring the primacy of selfless love and concern for the
other, as taught a generation earlier by Rabbi Hillel, who taught, "That which is hateful to you, do not do unto
others. The rest of the Torah is commentary." In the 18th century the same message was preached by Israel
Baal Shem Tov, the founder of Hasidism.
I have no problem with his alleged miracle workings and healings. This is not new. The prophet Elisha
healed a boy from the dead. As recently as the late 1980's, the famous Rabbi Israel Abuhatzeira, of blessed
memory,also known as the Baba Sali, was reported to have healed thousands in Israel with his blessings.
But we do not worship anyone or anything in the Heavens above or in the earth below. This is in the 10
commandments, so central is its teaching. We do not even know the burial place of Moses, so strong is
Judaism's core belief that no human should ever come be worshiped.

(continued page 5)
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(continued Rabbi’s essay page 4)
The notion of Original Sin is quite puzzling to me. I insist on knowing how anyone could rationally claim that a
newborn baby is tainted with even the slightest patina of sin. We don't need to believe in a deity who they
claim has the power to remove sin we don't believe ever existed in the first place. Is there sin in the world? Of
course. Everyone sins in one form or another. This is part and parcel of being human. But sin derives from
personal misdeeds. Not from any protological malfeasance from Eden. The sin of the Garden was that Adam
blamed Eve for his sin. He did not take personal responsibility for his shortcomings. He tried to blame the
other. Humanity will deserve to return to the Edenic paradise only when we eventually learn to take personal
responsibility for our shortcomings, and begin to act upon that admission.
At the Council of Nicaea the church markedly broke from being one of many sects within Judaism, to being a
separate religion. And as doctrine hardened into intolerant absolutes, the church departed from its soft path
and embraced the cruel ways of the Romans, their former oppressors. This is an early form of the Stockholm
Syndrome.
You may say that the pogroms, the Crusades, the blood libels, and the assorted massacres throughout
history were not done by "true" Christians. And yet Christianity must take full responsibility for the suffering of
the Jews in the lands of Christendom these past 1700 years (since the Council of Nicaea).
For the sake of all the literally hundreds of thousands of Jews who met their bloody ends at the hands of the
priests and their followers, whether from Spain and Russia and all the lands in between, done in the name of
Jesus, in his love. For the sake of our holy martyrs, I shall forever remain loyal to the pure faith of my
ancestors.
I respect your devotion to your faith. It can be wonderfully transforming and work miracles in the lives of its
followers. In the same breath, I ask you to respect my devotion to the teachings of my faith and the faith of
my fellow Jews everywhere who choose to remain scattered in the lands of their exilic dispersion."

C.H.A.I. PROGRAM

Happenings
From Debbie Smith
Tuesday, May 7

Regular Program

4:45 to 6:45

Tuesday, May 14

NO PROGRAM

SHAVUOS

Tuesday, May 21

Regular Program

4:45 to 6:45

Tuesday, May 28

Last Day Party

4:45 to 6:45
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The “Normal Mystics”
by Norman Gelber
The rabbis who wrote the Talmud have been described as “normal mystics.”
The normal mystic is described as God-intoxicated, so drunk with his
nearness to God that he sees the divine presence in everyday life: a beautiful
sight in nature, a storm, a rainbow, birth, and growth. He perceives the
created universe, with all its various forms of life, as the work of a divine
Artist. And he interprets righteous behavior as a human aspect of divine art.
Rabbi Akiba said to his disciples: “Just as the existence of a house testifies to the builder, the
garment to the weaver, and the door to a carpenter, so does the world testify to the Holy
One, blessed be He, who created it.”
Normal mysticism is implicit in the words of the Psalmist: “The heavens declare the glory
of God,” which means that the stars, the planets, the sun, and the moon provide silent
testimony to God as their Creator. Though the story of Purim doesn’t mention God, yet the
miraculous deliverance of the Persian Jews from Haman’s intention to destroy them reveals
God’s protective care.
In ancient Egypt, Joseph, who was the victim of his brothers’ envy and hostility, reassured
them that they need not fear his vengeance because God had directed the scenario: “Now do
not blame yourselves or be angry that you sold me here - for God sent me to save lives.”
The unseen but protective role of God in the survival of the state of Israel also supports the
beliefs of the normal mystics. Despite the many wars that the Arab nations, with superior
numbers, have launched against Israel, that small nation had survived. It’s no coincidence
that when Israel needed the reinforcement of more Jews to counterbalance the increasing
Palestinian population in the West Bank and the Gaza Strip, several thousands of Soviet
Jews immigrated to Israel. Their timely arrival enriched Israel with a wave of engineers,
teachers, doctors, and scientists who also strengthened Israel’s military position.
We usually think of mystics as strange people who profess to have hallucinations or

visions of God, heaven, and the angels, according to many incidences in the Bible. In
Exodus (29:9-10) such a mystical vision is described: "Then went up Moses and Aaron,
Nadab, and Abihu, and seventy of the elders of Israel; and they saw the God of Israel;
and there was under his feet the like of a paved work of sapphire stone, and the like
of the the very heaven for clearness."
But those who believe that the Lord “works in mysterious ways,” those who see in nature and in human life ample evidence of God’s handiwork, and those who discern in
historical events His influence are, after all, normal mystics. And I guess that includes most of us.

Norman Gelber is now living in Hilliard, Ohio very close to his son Ben. He is doing well and getting good
care in the facility where he now lives.
If anyone would like to write to Norman, you can send your mail to Norman c/o Ben Gelber
3702 Dayspring Drive, Hilliard, OH 43026.
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Elections for the Board of Directors
2013 — 2014 will take place:
Wednesday, May 1 at 8:00 p.m.
Below is the Slate of Officers compiled by our Nominating Committee:
President

Dr. Sandra Alfonsi

1st Vice President

Bernie Driller

2nd Vice President

Lois LaBarca Driller

Secretary

Barbara Rosenberg

Treasurer

David Rosenberg

Asst. Treasurer

Herb Rosen

3 yr. Trustee

Art Glantz

2 yr. Trustee

Esther Graves
Mark Entenberg
Merle Turitz

1 yr. Trustee

Ed Krawitz
Mitchell Marcus

There is (1) open position for a one yr. Trustee. All interested parties are encouraged to contact your nominating committee ASAP to join this wonderful group of
leaders.
Nominating Committee
Charlie Cahn — 424-7955
Irving Effross — 421-6802
Sam Newman — 421-8243

Re-organize….. Re-energize…..Re-commit !!
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Dear Rabbi,

At the Passover Seder I recently attended, I noticed that the host instructed everyone at the table to
remove a drop of wine from our cups each time we recited one of the plagues.
Ten drops for ten plagues.
Why on earth do we do this?
Thank you,
Wondering
******************************************************************
Dear Wondering,
Frankly, I am surprised that the question never came up at the Seder when it was happening. Sometimes even
he leader is not aware of the reasons for all the many customs related to the holiday. Or perhaps he knew, but assumed
that you already knew. Or perhaps you were afraid to ask him, just in case he didn't know, and as a gracious and polite
guest you did not want to embarrass him by putting him on the spot!
Here is the reason why we remove a drop of wine for each of the plagues: A full cup of wine symbolizes utmost joy.
When we remove a drop of wine each time we recite the name of a plague, we symbolically diminish our own joy in the
knowledge that our enemies suffered, enemies who are themselves God's own children, even as they intended us harm.
This is a quite profound concept! We are asked to reconcile two almost opposing concepts - gratitude for own salvation
and vengeance wrought upon our enemies! Human nature dictates that we would do the OPPOSITE of spilling our wine.
The natural inclination would be to oppositely ADD a drop of wine each time we heard the name of a plague! Our
thoughts quite naturally would be, "they deserved it for all the pain and suffering they inflicted upon us!
But just as a bris (circumcision) is meant to symbolically improve on our physical natures, demonstrating in a concrete
way how we are partnering with God in creating the world, so too, here we are being asked to improve on our moral
natures. We are being asked to develop muscles of empathy for "the other," even if he is our enemy, because the state
of our souls demands that we become more sensitive, morally attuned beings.
Moreover, this leads us to ask what the rabbis meant when they teach that we are ALL God's children, and as such, we
are supposed to relate to all humanity in a warm, familial context. In paganism you have a galaxy of competing deities,
each slaughtering their fellow gods and demigods. In that sense ancient religion mirrored the amoral (and most often,
immoral) reality of human life. The revolution of Judaism was that from the point in time known as Sinai, at the
Revelation of the Torah, suddenly we find a theological model where empathy for the other is demanded as a
precondition for fashioning a just, moral society.
One of the world's dominant religions is premised on the idea of God giving the world he loved "His only begotten son."
This runs in direct counterpoint to the Judaic notion, made manifest in the course of the Passover Seder, that we are
ALL God's children. As God is our Father in Heaven, we, all of us here on earth, are his offspring, carrying the Divine
spark within, and by logical extension we must endeavor to regard our neighbors, and by extension all humanity, as
brothers and sisters. The Talmud teaches that we have three parents, to wit, our biological parents who contribute in
equal measure to our physical makeup, while our souls come from God.
Granted, our enemies may be the hardest cohort within humanity for whom we are to have empathy. But the Torah
demands from us a higher level of concern, that we learn to reach out, even to our enemies, for that is ultimately the
key to peace. In an American context, the Japanese and the Germans are now our allies and our friends after we
crushed them militarily to the point where we even devastated their cities and achieved total victory. And in a Jewish
context, perhaps one day our Arab enemies maybe one day could become our friends and allies. But that would require
a paradigm shift of a higher magnitude than we can possibly currently perceive.
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DAY OF READING HEBREW
Sunday, JUNE 9
LEARN TO READ HEBREW IN JUST ONE DAY!!!
At Temple Israel of the Poconos
10:30-12:30 OVERVIEW

12:30- 1:00 LUNCH (kosher lunch provided)

1:00 - 3:00 LOCK IT IN!

FREE AND OPEN TO ALL!

REGISTRATION IS REQUIRED.
JUST CALL THE OFFICE (421-8781)

Instructor: Rabbi Baruch Binyamin Hakohen Melman has been teaching this
NJOP* sponsored course each year since 1991, when it began.

*National Jewish Outreach Program
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THANK YOU TO THE FOLLOWING FOR THEIR GENEROUS
DONATIONS TO TEMPLE ISRAEL OF THE POCONOS

GENERAL DONATIONS
Aloysius Murgatroyd
Alliston Samuel
Stanley Rothman in memory of Rose Hayden and Ben Hayden
Thomas & Karen Howe in memory of Rose Reader
Mark Entenberg—called for an Aliyah
Rafikia Mozhgan—in honor of a bris

YAHRZEIT DONATIONS
Leni Eisemann in memory of Erna Eisemann
Marc Wolfe in memory of Sidney Wolfe
Edith Giblin in memory of Lipa Koplowitz
Edith Giblin in memory of Ziata Kaplowitz

Sponsored Kiddush
Dr. Sandra Alfonsi

RABBI'S UPDATED CLASS SCHEDULE
ALITI (Adult Learning Institute of Temple Israel) presents...
MORNINGS:
Tuesdays 10:40 - 11:30 AM Parsha of the week with Etz Chaim commentary. pt 1
Wednesdays 10:40 - 11:10 AM Parsha of the week with Etz Chaim commentary. pt 2
11:10 - 11:30 YIDDISH with Bernie!
Thursdays 10:40 - 11:30 AM Parsha of the week (continued), with Etz Chaim commentary. pt 3

EVENINGS:
Mondays: 3:30 PM @ Starbucks. Coffee with the Rabbi. Come and chat with me.
Thursdays 5:15 -6:00 PM Understanding the Talmud -Tractate Kiddushin, Study and Discussion.

Edition 584
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HESSED FUND
Hessed is a Hebrew word meaning kindness and a reaching out to other people.
It is the way you can express sympathy, warm wishes or celebrate simchas for any one within or outside the Jewish
community. If you would like something included here:
Call Suzanne Tremper at 588-6148.
Please leave all the information on the machine so Suzanne doesn’t need to call you back.
OR
Better than telephone, is contacting Suzanne by e-mail at suebah@ptd.net. That's the best!

If you would like us to send a card to a person who is not a Temple Israel person, you must include the recipient’s address when
giving Suzanne the information. Cards are usually sent within three days of the request.

To: Dr. Catherine DiSomoni
Congratulations on being honored as an outstanding
graduate of Puis X
From: Irv & Eda Effross

Note:
Hessed Fund
wishes are
$10 each.

TUESDAY EVENING LEARNING PROGRAM ON JUDAISM AND HEBREW
We are now beginning our Chai Program Family Education Series. While our children are
enjoying the CHAI Program, the parents can take advantage of the time to further their appreciation of
Judaism and to learn to read Hebrew.
We will be offering 2 classes especially for the parents of our children in the CHAI Program. Please
note that it is also open to others who may be interested, upon approval from the rabbi. This is being
made available for all those who are working during the morning class times.
CLASSES AND TIMES
5:40- 6:10 PM: I will be leading a learning/discussion on The Basics of Jewish Thought, Belief and
Practice.
6:15 - 6:45: I will be leading a Basic Crash Course on Hebrew Reading.
I hope you will take advantage of this wonderful opportunity!
Blessings,
Rabbi Melman
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MAY BIRTHDAYS

MAY ANNIVERSARIES
May 4

Jeffrey & Robin Bair

May 21

Radcliffe & Sara McGowan

May 1

Art Jolley
Jacob Cohen

May 2

Art Glantz

May 4

Andre McGowan

May 5

Barry Tremper

May 6

Edith Jacobson

May 10

James Crowley

May 17

Pearl Rothman

If you are celebrating a milestone
May 19
Jordan Speicher
year, whether it be birthday or
anniversary,
please
let me know so
May 20
Daniel Harter
others may celebrate with you.
May 21

Mariel Rodriguez

Contact: Suzanne Tremper
588-6148
May 22 or suebah@ptd.net
Bill Brown
Emanuel Fineberg
May 23

Bernie Helman

May 24

Marla Stein

May 26

Mitchell Marcus

May 28

Marion Koshar

May 29

David Rosenberg
Jacob Rubin

May 30

Abigail Stein

If you are celebrating a milestone year, whether it
be birthday or anniversary, please let me know so
Note: Hessed Fund wishes
are $10 each. others may celebrate with you.
Contact: Suzanne Tremper
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May Yahrzeit List
May 1

Iyar 21

Philip Goldstein

May 2

Iyar 22

Harry Smulyan

May 3

Iyar 23

Arthur Silverwater

May 4

Iyar 24

Stanley Iskowitz

May 5

Iyar 25

Sadye Rosenzweig
Robert Dean Cohen

May 7

Iyar 27

Abraham Userowitz

May 11

Sivan 02

Minnie Glaser
Jane Spears

May 12

Sivan 03

Amanada Canarte
Ann Margolies

May 13

Sivan 04

Sophie Fleischmann

May 14

Sivan 05

Irma Reicher
Carl Greenberg

May 15

Sivan 06

Morton Silverman

May 16

Sivan 07

Harry Trumpaitzky
Evelyn Hill

May 17

Sivan 08

Tom Breslauer

May 18

Sivan 09

Esther Parish
Anna Nadell
Lilian August
Jerome Freiberg

May 19

Sivan 10

Max Blum
Esther Jacobs
Rose Goldberg

May 20

Sivan 11

Ludwig Schnog
Louis Goldberg

May 21

Sivan 12

Samuel Whitman
Joseph Greenberg

May 22

Sivan 13

Elsie Lustgarten

May 23

Sivan 14

Irene Mandel

May 24

Sivan 15

Norman D. Cohen

May 26

Sivan 17

Susan Carol Glass

May 27

Sivan 18

Ida Newman

May 28

Sivan 19

Hilda Garaventi
Ethel Silverwater
Haiman Greenberg

May 29

Sivan 20

Joseph Farber
Charles Taxerman

May 30

Sivan 21

Minnie Dortort

Edition 584
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June Yahrzeit List
June 4

Sivan 26

Abraham Levine

June 5

Sivan 27

Richard Alan Goldman
Meyer Solomon

June 6

Sivan 28

Jack Joseph

June 8

Sivan 30

Mollie Gelber
Irving Shevrin
Irving Karpe

June 9

Tammuz 01

Alter Silverman
Bessie Yudelson

June 11

Tammuz 03

Ada Block
Samuel Caplan
Eli Getz
Jules Goldberg
Eugene Irving Iskowitz

June 12

Tammuz 04

Brenda Howitt Tucker

June 15

Tammuz 07

Pearl Weinberg
Max Eisemann
Leo Yudelson

June 17

Tammuz 09

Esther Martin
Richard Podhajny

June 18

Tammuz 10

Ethel Krumper
Noah D. Lambert
Beatrice Rosenberg
Nathan Goldstein

June 19

Tammuz 11

Jacob Silverman
Esther Melman
Jay Effross
Marvin Schwartz

June 20

Tammuz 12

Anna Hurwitz
Louis Sperling

June 21

Tammuz 13

Benjamin Chamock

June 22

Tammuz 14

Sophie Rosenston

June 23

Tammuz 15

George Binder
Robert Goldman

June 24

Tammuz 16

Jack Cahn

June 26

Tammuz 18

Nathan Ptashkin
Ben Rosenblum

June 27

Tammuz 19

Bessie Greenberg

June 28

Tammuz 20

Michael Schecter
Abe Rosenston
Anna Katz

June 30

Tammuz 22

Leo Goldberg
Jack Brody
Joseph Blassberg

Edition 584
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NOW IT’S EASIER THAN EVER BEFORE TO SPONSOR AN
ONEG OR A KIDDUSH
YOU CAN CELEBRATE A BIRTHDAY, ANNIVERSARY, LIFE
CYCLE EVENT OR JUST BECAUSE.....
TEMPLE ISRAEL OF THE POCONOS KOSHER
KITCHEN ANNOUNCES
SHABBAT ONEG AND KIDDUSH PACKAGES
Friday Night Oneg: $75
Package includes cakes, cookies, fresh fruit in season, hot
coffee, milk, sweeteners, seltzer, paper goods, cutlery, setup
and cleanup.
Shabbat Kiddush: $125
Package includes 4 different salads, veggie platter, fresh fruits
of the season, assorted cakes and/or cookies, hot coffee, milk,
sweeteners, seltzer/cold beverage, paper goods, cutlery, setup
and cleanup.
Each package is priced for 25 people.
Other special request items (including lox) are available upon
request and for an additional fee; please contact us to design
your own special event. For scheduling, availability and more
information contact: Lois LaBarca at 421-6103
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WE ALL HAVE SIMCHAS AND NACHES IN OUR LIFE
CELEBRATE AND COMMEMORATE WITH ANY OF THE FOLLOWING...
SEND WARM THOUGHTS
Give Suzanne Tremper a call at 588-6148 or e-mail her at suebah@ptd.net and let someone
know you’re thinking of them. For a small contribution to the Hessed Fund, Suzanne will
send a card wishing a Happy Birthday, Congratulations, Mazel Tov, Get Well or Condolences.
A notice will appear in this bulletin, as well. When you call, please leave all the information
needed.
TREE OF LIFE AND MEMORIALS
Add a leaf to the Tree of Life to celebrate births, birthdays, marriages, bar and bat mitzvahs, or
any other special event for a minimum contribution of $150. Remember loved ones with a
Memorial Plaque at a minimum contribution of $600 for members, $850 for non-members.
Contact Suzanne Tremper at 588-6148.
ENDOWMENT FUND
Hey, it’s always a great time to make a contribution. Make your check out to “Temple Israel.”
Another thought to consider, remember Temple Israel in your will.
Call Herb Rosen at 424-1161 with any questions.
Honor or Remember Someone Special
with a Bookplate
A bookplate can be placed in a Siddur, the
weekly prayer book we use every Friday evening
and Shabbat morning, or in a machzor, the prayer
book which is used on the High Holidays.
Remember a special occasion such as a birthday,
anniversary, bnei mitzvah or any other occasion you
want to note for a relative or friend. You can also
place a dedication in someone’s memory.
A
nameplate with the donor, recipient, and occasion
will be inserted. The minimum donation is $50.

Contact Herb Rosen, 424-1161, or at herbr12@ptd.net.

Do you need a Mi Sheberach Recited?
When you can’t make services, but would like a prayer said on behalf of someone
important to you, please don’t hesitate to call the synagogue and leave a message
on the Temple answering machine for Rabbi Melman so that your prayers
will be included in our services.
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FROM YOUR MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE…..
we offer you a challenge!
We need everyone to help with this. Surely you know individuals and
families who have no affiliation with a Synagogue.
Encourage them to become members of our Temple Israel Family!

If every family brings in one individual or family,
think of the possibilities!

At Temple events, be they regular Shabbat Services or a social occasion,
introduce yourself to anyone you don’t recognize. You’ll make new friends
and assist us in enlarging our family.

YOU CAN BE PART OF OUR SUCCESS!!
For information please contact:
Sandra Alfonsi
223-7062
sanalfonsi@aol.com

or Temple Israel 421-8781

Please leave a phone number so that we may return your call.
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PLEASE NOTE THE DEADLINE FOR THE
NEXT ISSUE OF YOUR NEWSLETTER:
JUNE NEWSLETTER: MAY 8

Temple Israel of the Poconos is located at 711 Wallace Street
in Stroudsburg. Friday evening services begin at 8:00 p.m. and
Saturday Shabbat Services begin at 9:30 a.m.
ALL ARE WELCOME!

