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Peace in Our Time
by Rabbi Baruch Binyamin Hakohen Melman

I was recently asked, while dining with friends, about Rouhani's welcome
gestures of warmth and reconciliation between Iran and the US. Now it should
be known that a more philo-Semitic group would indeed be hard to find.
But by the tone of the question and by the supportive nods of many I intuited
that my understanding of history and my suspicion of style over substance was
now about to make me the new outlier, standing outside the shaping national
consensus.
The question was couched in a welcomed expectation of relief and satisfaction,
that finally we seemed to have an Iranian leader who was so generous in his
words and so soft in his tone that he could hopefully be counted on to lead us all
to a new era of harmony, goodwill and mutual understanding. Didn't his
warmth seem to suggest that the mullahs now truly desired peace? Isn't he
refreshingly different from that previous easy to despise president of Iran?
"Well," I said, "it seems to me that they are just nice words. Iran is playing us.
Don't let them fool you. Iran is just buying time. They are just telling us what we
want to hear. But while we are negotiating they will still be trying to make
nukes to drop on Israel. We must do what we must to stop them." I was being so
negative.
So what will you all be serving for side dishes on Thanksgiving this year? The
topic suddenly shifted nervously. Awkward. I suddenly felt alone. I felt that I
was now spoiling the party. A moment of Neville Chamberlain redux. To
cheering crowds in front of 10 Downing Street he had declared, "My good friends
this is the second time in our history that there has come back from Germany to
Downing Street peace with honor. I believe it is peace in our time." A new PC
consensus was locking into place.
Forty years ago, on Yom Kippur of 1973. Egyptian and Syrian troop movements
threatened Israeli positions. A handful of soldiers were manning the border posts.
"We mustn't strike first and anger the Americans." But that restraint ultimately
led to nearly the demise of the state and the deaths of thousands - equivalent to
America losing 260,000 young people in but three short weeks. Israel still faces
mortal danger. And for survival she must risk arousing anger.
Anger and danger do not rhyme, just as sword and word do not rhyme, as much
as we would like them to.
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A MESSAGE FROM OUR PRESIDENT ……
The publication of key findings on American Jewish identity which was released by the Pew
Research Center early in October raised few eyebrows in the Jewish communal world. Dwindling
synagogue membership, merged synagogues, disappearing religious schools, rising numbers of
intermarriage, defunct Jewish organizations – all of the symptoms of failing Jewish identity among
American Jews are familiar to most of us.
Two sentences in this Report stood out: (1) “the percentage of Jews who place themselves in
the ‘no religion’ category has more than tripled, from 7 percent in 2001 to 22 percent today.” (2)
“the percentage of Jews who say they have no religion is roughly similar to the percentage of
Americans who are popularly referred to as ‘nones’ – those who profess having no religion.”
Should we be reassured by the fact that we are no different than other Americans who profess
to have no religion? Should we explain this growing lack of Jewish identity as symptomatic of
American religious malaise? When did God leave America and where exactly has God gone?
Perhaps we need to look more closely at life in America – our society, our television, our
newspapers. Perhaps we need to examine our Government, Corporate America, and Academia.
Perhaps we need to acknowledge the increase in crime and violence and the decrease in ethics,
morality and decency. Perhaps we need to protest the commercialization of religious holidays and
the loss of the spirituality associated with these holidays. Perhaps if we understand all of these
changes in American life and society, we will have an idea of when God left America and where
God has gone.
To have Jewish identity one must have something with which to identify. The beauty of Judaism
resides in its ethics, its morality, in its Torah and in its holidays. Jewish identity cannot be
purchased – it must be taught, practiced and most important it must be cherished. It is a priceless
gift. But most important the principles of Judaism must permeate life – what we profess we must
practice. When Jews violate the principles of Judaism in their daily life, in their societal life and in
their professional life, then young people in search of their identity have no one to emulate. They
see Judaism as a religion that has failed to impart its spiritual and ethical beauty to American
society.
Has God left America? No, I do not believe that God has left America. But present day society
does not reflect God’s presence. But where has God gone? I believe that God is where God has
always been – within each of us, waiting for us to bring forth His presence, His laws, His precepts
and the beauty of Judaism. Only then will those who live around us and with us and those who
follow us have a model for their Jewish identity. And only then will society in America be repaired.
When Jews once again become “the light unto the world,” religious identity will be assured.
Dr. Sandra Alfonsi
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JEWISH MYSTICISM by Norman Gebler
In the mosaic of Jewish history, there was an outpouring of hand-copied books
on a variety of Judaic topics during the 12th and 13th centuries. One of these
topics was Jewish mysticism, or the Kabbala, and one of the popular books on
this topic was the “Sefer Hasidim” (Book of the Devout) by Judah the Pius.
This book included stories about miracles, angels, spirits, devils, and
wandering souls. In spite of its wide appeal, however, its unearthly subject
matter made it controversial between intellectual Jews and gullible Jews.
Since most of us are probably unfamiliar with Jewish mysticism, I am approaching this topic
as if the congregation asked me three questions: What is Jewish mysticism? What is its source?
What role did it play in Jewish history?
Jewish mysticism may be defined as a spiritual movement originating in Europe during the
medieval period and dealing with the creation of the world and with spiritual creatures such
as angels, devils, and the soul after death. The Kabbalistic theory also held that G-d created
the world by releasing Ten Seforim, or spiritual radiations, each with a specific function. The
most popular of the Kabbalistic books was the “Zohar” (Brilliance) which appeared in Spain
in 1250. According to legend, it was dictated by angels to Simon ben Yohai, and it revealed the
hidden meanings of the Torah. These books, together with many other religious works, inspired medieval Jews to regard themselves as a holy people who were devoted to sustaining
their Jewish tradition in an antagonistic Christian Europe.
Although the Kabbala is part of the Jewish tradition, its content is regarded as dangerous for
those who misunderstand its purpose, which is “Making the self into a better, more expanded
individual, more transcendental, more attuned to the essence and roots of one’s soul.” In
short, it is to entwine heaven and earth and to involve humankind in this spiritual journey.
Whether medieval Jews lived in villages or ghettos, they were never safe from Christian
rivalry and hostility ever since the Council of Nicaea (325 C.E.), which officially separated
Jews from Christians. This troubled situation led to outbreaks of physical and verbal antiSemitism, which forced Jewish communities to defend themselves as best they could. They
relied on Holy Scripture and on the Kabbala to maintain their stalwart faith in Judaism.
They were bold enough to engage in public disputations with Christian clergymen to prove
that Judaism was the superior religion. In an extraordinary example of religious fervor, a
mystic Jew named Abraham Abulafia traveled to Rome in 1280 with the intention of converting the Pope to Judaism!
As we see, Jewish mysticism has its roots in the Torah, and appealed to intellectual Jews who
were inquisitive about the nature of God and the spiritual creatures that inhabit heaven and
earth. The story that three rabbis suffered death while studying the Kabbala served to caution
Jews about the danger of pursuing this esoteric subject. Consequently, it is believed that only
mature, learned Jews are qualified to study the mysteries of the Kabbala.

Rabbi’s Essay continued from page 1
As the Maccabees of Chanukah overcame vastly superior numbers and stood alone against a mighty evil
empire, so too must we have the same resolve to stand not only against Iran, but even against all world
opinion. Israel was condemned by even the USA on June 7, 1981 for taking out Iraq's nukes - only to be
thanked decades later. Doing the right thing is often lonely. But the alternative is usually even worse. A
Happy Thanksgiving and a Happy Hannukah to all!
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Evening begins at 7:00 p.m. with a light pasta dinner (including salad, bread,
beverages) followed by Kaskeset at 8:30p.m. Dessert to follow show.
Please arrive early.
Bring your own Kosher Wine (set-ups available).
Tickets are $20/adult; $15/students; $10/under 12 yrs. old
Contact Sandra Alfonsi at sanalfonsi@aol.com or 570-223-7062 to make reservations.
Sponsored by: Temple Israel of the Poconos, Jewish Federation of Northeast
Pennsylvania and Golan Hadassah of Northeast Pennsylvania
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Temple Israel of the Poconos
CHANUKAH
CANDLELIGHTING !!!
Community Event…..
Bring your friends and family.

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 3
5:00 p.m.
Bring your menorah and candles!
Play with dreidels!
Sing songs!
Eat latkes !
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Sunday, November 17th
LEARN TO READ HEBREW IN JUST ONE DAY
and celebrate a

GLOBAL DAY OF JEWISH LEARNING
10:30 AM to 12:30 PM intro and overview

12:30 BREAK FOR LUNCH
AND GLOBAL DAY OF JEWISH LEARNING
watch video uplink of Rabbi Adin Steinsaltz,
one of the world's foremost scholars and teachers.
Join with hundreds of communities all over the world
who are sharing in this day of learning.

1:00 - 3:00 PM read Hebrew continued- lock it in review!

3:00 PM awarding of certificates to all participants

Participation is free. But registration is required in advance
for all who wish to attend so we have adequate materials.
Please call the office asap to register, and just leave a message.
Temple Israel of the Poconos 570-421-8781. Thank you!

Edition 590
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Happenings
From Debbie Smith

Tuesday

November 5

4:45 — 6:45

Tuesday

November 12

4:45 — 6:45

Tuesday

November 19

4:45 — 6:45

Tuesday

November 26

NO PROGRAM

Edition 590
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Technology 2014
Effective January 2014, the Temple Israel of the Poconos monthly
newsletter will no longer be mailed to the majority of our current
mailing list.
Temple Israel of the Poconos currently utilizes yahoogroups.com
to effectively generate important informational notices.
Beginning January 2014 you will receive a yahoogroups.com message
informing you that the monthly newsletter is "available for viewing"
on the Temple website "templeisraelofthepoconos.org"
The e-mail will contain a link bringing you directly to the Temple
website where you will be able to view the current newsletter along with
past newsletters. You will also have access to the entire website.
If you do not currently have a yahoogroups.com account, please send
an email to tipoc@ptd.net attention Marlena. Your personal email will
then be linked with yahoogroups.com so that you may receive the
monthly notification.
If you do not have a computer and would like to continue receiving the
newsletter by USPS mail, please notify Marlena to that effect.
If you currently receive Temple Israel od the Poconos notifications
through yahoogroups.com you need take no further action.
Thank you for your patience during this conversion.

Page 10

TEMPLE ISRAEL OF THE POCONOS

Edition 590

Question:
Dear Rabbi,
I heard that some people might have a Jewish connection because they salt their meat.
What does salting of meat have to do with Judaism. And speaking of salt, why is there
such a thing as "kosher salt?" Are you saying that regular salt isn't kosher?
Thanks,
Salty
*******************************************************************************
Dear Salty,
These are actually two questions in one. They are closely related to each other. Your question opened my
eyes. You see, a generation ago asking this question would have been nearly impossible. A generation ago
if you bought meat from a butcher - kosher meat from a kosher butcher, the meat you bought still wouldn't
be considered kosher enough to eat! You had to first kasher it yourself before being allowed to eat it!
Yes, the butcher sold you kosher meat - meaning that the animal was one of the kosher animals permitted to
us, and that it was properly schechted, or slaughtered, to the exacting requirements of Jewish ritual, and
even then it was only from those parts of the animal which are permitted to us.
So when you brought your meat home from the store, you still had to finish the koshering process. You still
had to salt your meat - actually immerse it in a tub of salt in order to drain and absorb any remaining blood.
The Torah teaches us that the consumption of any minute amount of blood is absolutely forbidden, for "the
blood is the life." Then you had to soak it and rinse it, thus removing any trace amounts of blood and most of
the salt.
Because this is a time consuming process, and because many women today either might work outside the
home and not have the time, or just might not have the knowledge to do it properly, virtually all the kosher
butchers of today's world sell you the meat ALREADY fully kashered and salted and ready to eat. This extra
labor intensive preparation is one of the reasons why kosher meat is so much more expensive to purchase
than non-kosher meat. And it's even more expensive in kosher restaurants because of the price of
supervision - the initial certification as well as the ongoing supervision to ensure that all the rules are being
followed.
Any salt in its pure, raw form, as any kosher food in its natural, pure, raw form, is kosher. But what we call
"KOSHER SALT" is salt that has particularly large crystals. The bigger the crystal, the more blood it can
absorb!
So it is completely understandable, if you consider all the vast sociological changes in the Jewish world today,
that young people would have no knowledge of the role of salt in keeping kosher, simply for lack of
exposure.
I once knew a very sweet old lady who grew up in Cuba. She recently passed away at the age of 100. While
she was growing up her family was not aware of all the things they used to do which were real clues to a lost
consciously Jewish heritage. One side of the family was named Gonzales. The other side of the family was
named Rodrigues. All Spanish Jewish surnames from centuries ago.
CONTINUED ON PAGE 11
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CONTINUED FROM “ASK THE RABBI” ON PAGE 10
On their tobacco farm, many of the local families would go into a secret place to light candles at sunset on
Fridays. But they didn't know why. Only that their mothers and their mothers and their mothers had always
done it! And they would not work their fields on Saturdays, they didn't eat pork, and they always salted their
meat before eating it. They never knew why. It's just what they always had done. Their mothers and their
mothers before them. Only when they came to America and became aware that these were all Jewish
practices that many of these Conversos (converted Jews from Spain and Portugal from the 1300's, 1400's
and 1500's) began to formally reconnect to their Jewish roots and openly embrace their both stolen and lost
heritage without fear.
We must welcome them back to the Jewish fold and embrace our lost Spanish and Portugese speaking
brothers and sisters before all memory has been washed away by time. America has a way of assimilating all
ethnic groups into a vast melting pot. Many of these practices are being lost by the young generation. So if
you meet someone of Hispanic background, make sure you ask if their grand mother had ever lit candles
on Friday evenings in her basement. You may just be surprised by the answer! Then call me. I'll take it from
there!

A Remembrance from a Friend.
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From the Kosher Temple Kitchen
Thank you all for sharing the beautiful holidays together as our
Temple Family.
In addition to the traditional services we had 2 special Kiddush
Luncheons: Moshe Janowski in honor of his beloved passed family
members and on a happier note, Rebecca Baer in honor her 41st birthday.
Hopefully we will continue to be advised in advance for any further
sponsored kiddush luncheons so that they will be in the newsletter so
everyone will have the opportunity to respect the sponsor. That is just
what it is. When someone sponsors a kiddush luncheon to honor a loved
one, we show our respect to attend.
Once again, I want to thank all my "right hands" who help me
in the kitchen. Sandra, who is there whenever needed, and
Bernie who does the "heavy" or "tall" work for me.
Thanks "guys"
Respectfully,
Lois LaBarca
Kitchen Chairperson
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THANK YOU TO THE FOLLOWING FOR THEIR GENEROUS
DONATIONS TO TEMPLE ISRAEL OF THE POCONOS

GENERAL DONATIONS
Edith Giblin
Arnold & Marilyn Goldman
Sheldon & Deborah Mermelstein in memory of Adell Weiss (mother of Robin Bair)
Ellen Merwitz
Amy Moulton
Aloysuis Murgatroud
Stewart Rosenblum

YAHRZEIT DONATIONS
Edith Giblin in memory of Beverly Armel
Edith Giblin in memory of grandfather Avrum Pinchus Ben Yosef
Edith Giblin in memory of Laurel Anchors
Edith Jacobson in memory of Morris Jacobson
Sandy Magnes in memory of Joel
Sandy Magnes in memory of Blanch
Marc Wolfe in memory of Sara Wolfe

HIGH HOLIDAY FLOWERS
Barbara and David Rosenberg
Judy and Paul Schuchman

SPONSORED KIDDUSH-LUNCHEONS
Herb and Sylvia Rosen
Rebecca Bear

RABBI DISCRETIONARY FUND
Anonymous
Mel Kaplan
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HESSED FUND
Hessed is a Hebrew word meaning kindness and a reaching out to other people.
It is the way you can express sympathy, warm wishes or celebrate simchas for any one within or outside the Jewish
community. If you would like something included here:
Call Suzanne Tremper at 588-6148.
Please leave all the information on the machine so Suzanne doesn’t need to call you back.
OR
Better than telephone, is contacting Suzanne by e-mail at suebah@ptd.net. That's the best!

If you would like us to send a card to a person who is not a Temple Israel person, you must include the recipient’s address when
giving Suzanne the information. Cards are usually sent within three days of the request.

To: Mr. & Mrs. Mitchell Marcus
Mazel Tov on your wedding
from

To: Sam & Maryjane Newman
Mazel Tov on your 20th Anniversary
from

Judy Brown
Heidi Cohen
Art Glantz
Ed & Bobbie Krawitz
Herb & Sylvia Rosen
Michelle & Dylan Star
Barry & Suzanne Tremper
Merle Turitz & the Ruben Brothers

Sandra Alfonsi
Judy Brown
Irv & Eda Effross
Howard & June Farber
Manny Fineberg
Art Glantz
Ed & Bobbie Krawitz
Sara McGowan & Family
Stacy & Jose Rodriguez
Herb & Sylvia Rosen
Mark Silverberg
(Executive Director JFNEPA)
Barry & Suzanne Tremper

To: Lea Katz
Caron & Chuck Manley & Family
In loving memory of Evan
from
Heidi Cohen
Ed & Bobbie Krawitz

THANX !!!
Thank you for the Chesed card, phone calls and get well wishes.
They were greatly appreciated and helped to cheer me up. I am
on the road to full recovery. Thanks for caring.
HOWARD FARBER

Page 15

TEMPLE ISRAEL OF THE POCONOS

NOVEMBER BIRTHDAYS
November 04

Lea Katz

November 07

Bradley Mann

November 08

James Scullion
Brett Ruben

November 11

Vivian Herschlag

November 15

Bernard Forster
Norman Gelber

November 16

Olivia Crowley
Lily Harter

November 20

Donna Zeller

November 27

Bernie Driller
Olga Herman

November 30

Tifarah Melman
Irving Effross

NOVEMBER ANNIVERSARIES
November 07

Alexander & Raissa Schefer

November 09

Lance & Diane Goldberg

If you are celebrating a milestone year, whether it
be birthday or anniversary, please let me know so
others may celebrate with you.
Contact: Suzanne Tremper
588-6148 or suebah@ptd.net

Edition 590

Page 16

TEMPLE ISRAEL OF THE POCONOS

Edition 590

November Yahrzeit List
November 2

Cheshvan 29

Minda Newman Hart

November 3

Cheshvan 30

Morris J. Newman

November 4

Kislev 01

Gertrude G. Breslauer
Hyman Solomon
Max Zacher

November 18

Kislev 15

Lee Bogatz

November 19

Kislev 16

Lillian Postol
Rose Richmond

November 20

Kislev 17

Florence Lewis
Max Katz
Sam Buck
Jonathan Newman
Milton Lubin

November 5

Kislev 02

Sophie Kaminstein
Benjamin Phillips

November 6

Kislev 03

Samuel Kaminstein
Felicia Susan
Kyle Cary Mandel

November 21

Kislev 18

Lottie Chiat

November 22

Kislev 19

Bernard Koenig

November 23

Kislev 20

Rose Levine

November 24

Kislev 21

David Newman

November 25

Kislev 22

Nahum Kokos

November 7

Kislev 04

Jeanette Lubin

November 9

Kislev 06

Bentzion Goldberg
Pearl Woodnick

November 10

Kislev 07

Charles B. Schecter
Harry Prizant

November 26

Kislev 23

Helen Myers

November 11

Kislev 08

Elizabeth Morris
Sharon Marcus

November 28

Kislev 25

Lawrence Webber
Bella Zimmerman

November 12

Kislev 09

Esther Shevrin

November 29

Kislev 26

November 13

Kislev 10

Jennie Greenfield

Doris Zager
Mary Brown
Ester Lerner

November 15

Kislev 12

Isaac Max Jacobson

November 30

Kislev 27

November 16

Kislev 13

Joseph Greenfield
Sabina Diamond
Lawrence Green

Rose Hayden
Celia Klein
Abraham Dorfman

Memorial candle is lit the evening prior to the
dates listed above.
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December Yahrzeit List

December 1

Kislev 28

Heinrich Neuberger

December 2

Kislev 29

David Hecht
Louis Helman

December 3

Kislev 30

Helen Frieman
David Shulman

December 22

Tevet 19

Carol Green
Shirley Glucroft
Morris Rothstein

December 23

Tevet 20

Adolph Glantz

December 24

Tevet 21

David Rosenstein
Zalman Gluck
David Cahn
Rita Merkin Bernbaum
Edward Yark

December 9

Tevet 06

Lester Genauer

December 11

Tevet 08

Melvin Goldman
Mary J. Katz

December 12

Tevet 09

Schmeriyam Onia
Irving Jolley

December 25

Tevet 22

Oscar Feld
Pearl Ruth Abeloff

December 13

Tevet 10

Ida Green
Morris Joseph Burros

December 26

Tevet 23

Ethel Katz
Mendel Zapolsky

December 15

Tevet 12

Leon Zacher
Lori Basick

December 27

Tevet 24

Samuel Sorger

December 28

Tevet 25

Frank Frankel
Marion Wertheimer
Bella Hymowitz

December 29

Tevet 26

Lillian Levine

December 31

Tevet 28

Isadore K. Dortort
Greta Philippsberg
Arthur Z. Zimmerman

January 1

Tevet 29

Sophie Pollan

December 16

Tevet 13

Jacob Brodowsky
Louis Sacks

December 17

Tevet 14

Irving Tremper

December 18

Tevet 15

Ben Hayden

December 19

Tevet 16

Rose Cohn
Ferdinando Alfonsi

December 21

Tevet 18

Eva Cohen
Kate Philippsberg
Benjamin Brown
Pearl Sussman-Factor

Memorial candle is lit the evening prior to the
dates listed above.

30 Cheshvan 4

14 Kislev 18

17

24

21 Kislev 25

Global Day of Jewish
Learning/Learn to
Read Hebrew in One
Day; call office to
register

7 Kislev 11

10

Turn Clocks Back
1 Hour

3

Sun

Tue

22 Kislev 26

9 Kislev 13

2 Kislev 6

16 Kislev 20

3 Kislev 7

3rd Night Chanukah

27 Kislev

4th Night
Chanukah

30

June & Howard
Farber

Kiddush-Luncheon
sponsored by:

TEMPLE ISRAEL OF THE POCONOS

2nd Night Chanukah

26 Kislev
Candlelighting:
4:16

25 Kislev 29

Kaskeset A Capella
Group; call Sandra
Alfonsi for
reservations

Bernie Driller
chanting Haftorah

13 Kislev

19 Kislev 23 20 Kislev
Candlelighting:
4:19

18 Kislev 22

Candlelighting:
4:25

12 Kislev 16

6 Kislev

Paul Solomon

5 Kislev 9

Candlelighting:
4:31

4 Kislev 8

Sat
29 Cheshvan

Kiddush-Luncheon
sponsored by:

Fri
28 Cheshvan 2

Candlelighting:
5:39

1

11 Kislev 15

Thu

Thanksgiving

29

24 Kislev 28

17 Kislev 21

10 Kislev 14

Wed

1st Night Chanukah

23 Kislev 27

4:45 — 6:45

C.H.A.I.

15 Kislev 19

4:45 — 6:45

C.H.A.I.

8 Kislev 12

4:45 — 6:45

C.H.A.I.

1 Kislev 5

Mon

NOVEMBER 2013
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NOW IT’S EASIER THAN EVER BEFORE TO SPONSOR AN
ONEG OR A KIDDUSH LUNCHEON
YOU CAN CELEBRATE A BIRTHDAY, ANNIVERSARY, LIFE
CYCLE EVENT OR JUST BECAUSE.....
TEMPLE ISRAEL OF THE POCONOS
KOSHER KITCHEN ANNOUNCES
SHABBAT ONEG AND KIDDUSH LUNCHEONS
Friday Night Oneg: $75
Package includes cakes, cookies, fresh fruit in season, hot
coffee, milk, sweeteners, seltzer and cold beverages.
Shabbat Kiddush-Luncheon: $125
Package includes 4 different salads, veggie platter, fresh fruits
of the season, assorted cakes and/or cookies, hot coffee, milk,
sweeteners, seltzer/cold beverages.
Each package is priced for 25 people.
Other special request items (including lox) are available upon
request and for an additional fee; please contact me to design
your own special event. For scheduling, availability and more
information contact: Lois LaBarca at 421-6103
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WE ALL HAVE SIMCHAS AND NACHES IN OUR LIFE
CELEBRATE AND COMMEMORATE WITH ANY OF THE FOLLOWING...
SEND WARM THOUGHTS
Give Suzanne Tremper a call at 588-6148 or e-mail her at suebah@ptd.net and let someone
know you’re thinking of them. For a small contribution to the Hessed Fund, Suzanne will
send a card wishing a Happy Birthday, Congratulations, Mazel Tov, Get Well or Condolences.
A notice will appear in this bulletin, as well. When you call, please leave all the information
needed.
TREE OF LIFE AND MEMORIALS
Add a leaf to the Tree of Life to celebrate births, birthdays, marriages, bar and bat mitzvahs, or
any other special event for a minimum contribution of $150. Remember loved ones with a
Memorial Plaque at a minimum contribution of $600 for members, $850 for non-members.
Contact Suzanne Tremper at 588-6148.
ENDOWMENT FUND
Hey, it’s always a great time to make a contribution. Make your check out to “Temple Israel.”
Another thought to consider, remember Temple Israel in your will.
Call Herb Rosen at 424-1161 with any questions.
Honor or Remember Someone Special
with a Bookplate
A bookplate can be placed in a Siddur, the
weekly prayer book we use every Friday evening
and Shabbat morning, or in a machzor, the prayer
book which is used on the High Holidays.
Remember a special occasion such as a birthday,
anniversary, bnei mitzvah or any other occasion you
want to note for a relative or friend. You can also
place a dedication in someone’s memory.
A
nameplate with the donor, recipient, and occasion
will be inserted. The minimum donation is $50.

Contact Herb Rosen, 424-1161, or at herbr12@ptd.net.

Do you need a Mi Sheberach Recited?
When you can’t make services, but would like a prayer said on behalf of someone
important to you, please don’t hesitate to call the synagogue and leave a message
on the Temple answering machine for Rabbi Melman so that your prayers
will be included in our services.
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FROM YOUR MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE…..
we offer you a challenge!
We need everyone to help with this. Surely you know individuals and
families who have no affiliation with a Synagogue.
Encourage them to become members of our Temple Israel Family!

If every family brings in one individual or family,
think of the possibilities!

At Temple events, be they regular Shabbat Services or a social occasion,
introduce yourself to anyone you don’t recognize. You’ll make new friends
and assist us in enlarging our family.

YOU CAN BE PART OF OUR SUCCESS!!
For information please contact:
Sandra Alfonsi
223-7062
sanalfonsi@aol.com

or Temple Israel 421-8781

Please leave a phone number so that we may return your call.
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PLEASE NOTE THE DEADLINE FOR THE
NEXT ISSUE OF YOUR NEWSLETTER:
DECEMBER NEWSLETTER: NOVEMBER 6

Temple Israel of the Poconos is located at 711 Wallace Street
in Stroudsburg. Friday evening services begin at 8:00 p.m. and
Saturday Shabbat Services begin at 9:30 a.m.
ALL ARE WELCOME!

