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CONCEALED AND REVEALED

By Rabbi Baruch Binyamin Hakohen Melman

I write this under the glow of the full moon. But wait, doesn't a full moon
imply a Jewish holiday? Sukkot begins on a full moon. As does Passover,
Tu Bishvat, and Tu B'Av. Okay. So that's only four. But it sure feels that way,
even if the hard evidence points in another direction.
The point I am trying to make here, is that Rosh Hashanah falls on the
opposite of a full moon. It falls on Rosh Chodesh Tishrei, when you cannot
see the moon at all, or perhaps the just the sliverest of slivers.
We say in our prayers - ki keseh leyom chageinu. Today is a day of concealment. Keseah means concealment. Rosh Hashanah is a day when the moon's
light is concealed from us. However, as in most things pertaining to Judaism,
there is usually more than a whiff of metaphor involved.
On this Yom HaDin, this Day of Judgment, we are judged for all those things,
good or bad, that we do when we feel no one is watching. We believe we are
safe from prying eyes. But even before Snowden, as Jews we are taught in
Pirkei Avoth, the famous Mishnaic work of Ethical Principles, that we should
always be aware of "an eye that sees, an ear that hears, and that all our
deeds are recorded." This constant awareness will keep us from sin and
transgression.

NEXT EXECUTIVE
BOARD MEETING:
WEDNESDAY,
October 5th
7:00 p.m.

And, to make matters even worse, or perhaps better for some, is that everything that we do in this world, which we believe is secret and concealed from
prying eyes, is revealed for public review in the heavenly court of judgment. It is there that our souls are judged, our sins and our mitzvoth, our
transgressions and our acts of loving kindness— all are weighed on the
proverbial scale, tipping first one way and then the other. So this day is Yom
HaDin, the Day of Judgment, when we feel safe that all is concealed, hidden,
shrouded in invisibility like the moon on this day. It is a day where all that
we do when we feel no one is watching, is ultimately revealed and made
very, very public in the next world, in olam haba. Truth be told, our character
is defined by how we act and the things we do when we believe that no one
is watching. Because there really is an eye that sees, an ear that hears, and a
book in which all our deeds are recorded. In this age of electronic omniscience, we can finally appreciate the Jewish wisdom written thousands
of years ago.
May each and every one of us be written in the Book of Life for the coming
year, 5777. Taf Shin Ayin Zayin - T'hei Shnat Aveirot Zakot. May this year be
a year when our teshuvah will be so great so that all which we felt were
transgressions will now come to be seen in heaven as pure and worthy. And
so may we in truth become pure and worthy! Amen, amen, amen!
©2016 by Rabbi Baruch Melman
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A MESSAGE FROM OUR PRESIDENT …… Dr. Sandra Alfonsi
I am very sad as I sit here trying to write my article for October. I usually look forward to our High Holidays
and spend these days leading up to them preparing both my soul and my house. And I usually write about
my preparations both at home and at Temple Israel. But that is not how I feel today after a weekend of 6
terrorist stabbings in Israel in 48 hours, a stabbing that injured several people at the Crossroads Mall in St.
Cloud, Minnesota, and bombings in Seaside Park, New Jersey and in New York City…terrorist attacks in our
country and on our citizens. And yet we still refuse to use the vocabulary. What occurred in Minnesota, New
Jersey and New York are Islamist terrorist attacks perpetrated by ISIS and celebrated by supporters of ISIS.
Instead we read about a random stabbing and two bombings.
When will we in America learn and admit the truth: we are under attack by those who want to establish the
new Caliphate? When will our leaders who have sworn to protect this country and our Constitution speak the
truth and drop the facade of political correctness? These are not lone wolf attackers driven by mental illness.
These are the soldiers of Islam, indoctrinated at birth in the hatred of the West, in the hatred of Jews and
Christians. These are the 21st century incarnation of the soldiers of Muhammad who from generation to
generation invaded, overran and conquered the Middle East and then parts of Europe and when driven
back from Europe vowed to return to conquer and destroy. These are the soldiers of the Qur’an who destroy
by modern variations on the sword and by Sharia Law. These are the soldiers of Islam who believe in
martyrdom and the cult of death. These are the enemies of our civilization, of our freedoms and of each
one of us. To be blind to this is not a virtue. It does not make us honorable. It does not make us righteous.
It does not make us humane. It makes us pawns in the struggle for survival.
On Rosh Hashanah it is written who shall live and who shall die and we pray to be inscribed in the Book
of Life. On Yom Kippur we pray to be “Sealed in the Book of Life”. I believe that all of life is in the hands of
Hashem. And yet I also believe that Hashem has given us the strength of character, the intelligence and the
free will to choose between that which will make us a light unto the world and that which will extinguish our
light. As Hashem created both good and evil Hashem gave us the mandate to choose and follow the correct
path. I do not believe that we can stand in good faith before Hashem on this Rosh Hashanah and pray for
another year of life if we are unable to acknowledge, name and confront the evil which threatens our
extinction and the extinction of civilization as we know it. There are those who believe that it is time for the
Moshiach to come and who pray for this. I am one who believes that we must take action into our own
hands and do what we must to protect Judaism, Israel, America and Western Civilization – just in case the
Moshiach does not show up.
שנה טובה ומתוקה
A Good and Sweet New Year
And
כתיבה וחתימה טובה
May You Be Written and Sealed in the Book of Life for a Good Year
Sandra
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CONTROVERSY AND THE JEWISH TRADITION
by Norman Gelber
Religious controversy has been part of the Jewish tradition going back
to Abraham’s questioning the justice of God’s decision to destroy the
inhabitants of Sodom and Gomorrah There is also Moses’ appeal for God’s
mercy after the Israelites’ idolatry of the golden calf at Mt. Sinai. And it
includes the disputes between the Pharisees and the Sadducees, the
schools of Hillel and Shammai, and the Hasidim and their opponents, the
mitnagdim.
In modern times Judaism has been fragmented into Orthodox, Conservative, Reform and
Reconstructionist denominations with their individual approaches to religious worship and
practice. How did this disunity among Jews come about, and what does it portend for the
survive al of our Jewish tradition?
According to Rabbi Jonathan Sacks, the modern fragmentation of Judaism into various
denominations began in 18th-century Germany with the intellectual movement of the
Haskalah, or enlightenment. The goal of the enlightenment was to modernize the thinking
and behavior of European Jews and thus lead them out of their ghetto lifestyle and into the
mainstream of European society and the world of arts and sciences. Proponents of the
enlightenment argued that “Jews were persecuted because they differed from non-Jews in
culture, language, education, dress, and manners.” The Orthodox Jews, however,
opposed this assimilation as a threat to traditional Judaism. In fact, not only did the
assimilation of secular culture fail to end anti-Semitism, it led eventually to intermarriage,
conversions to Christianity, and the crumbling of traditional Judaism.
As a result of the Haskalah, we modern Jews are enlightened and emancipated from the
traditional Judaism that prevailed in the enforced and voluntary ghettos of Europe. We
have become a distinguished segment of Western society in the arts and sciences, and we
can boast of our close friendships with Gentiles. But these advantages in the secular
culture of Jews come with a price: a resultant mishmash of diverse beliefs and practices.
So today we argue about who is a Jew, and what is the normative behavior of a religious,
or authentic, Jew.
We now have a hodgepodge of pious Jews, secular Jews, agnostic Jews, ham-on-a-bagel
Jews, and pro- and anti-Israel Jews. We have Jews who observe the Dietary Law, Jews
who keep kosher at home but eat non-kosher food elsewhere, and Jews who eat whatever
they wish. And to top it off, we even have anti-Semitic Jews.
Despite the diversity of our Judaic beliefs and practices, however, we must remember that
our controversy with God and with fellow Jews on religious issues is part of our
ongoing tradition that has persisted over thousands of years.
Lots of help is needed to prepare and set up for the High
Holiday meals and Break-the-Fast.
If you have some free time that you can volunteer to the
Temple Kitchen, please contact:
Lois LaBarca at 570-421-6103
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Please note: all candle lighting times are for the Greater Stroudsburg area.
SELICHOT .....SEP T 24 10-10:30 PM
preceded by Havdalah ,with refreshments
CEMETERY VISITS - OCT 2, EREV ROSH HASHA NA H
11 AM RT 209
12:30 PM Laurelwood
ROSH HASHANAH
1ST DAY ROSH HASHANAH SUNDA Y EVENING Candle lighting OCTOBER 2; 6:22 PM
SUNDAY EVENING Maariv Service OCTOBER 2; 7:00 - 8:00 PM
MONDAY MORNING OCTOBER 3,
SHACHARIT SERVICE 9 AM - 12:30 PM
Blowing of the Shofar - 100 blasts!
Junior Congregation 11 AM
Kiddush Luncheon following services w/paid reservations - please contact Dr. Sandra Alfonsi
Tashlich service at Pond immediately following luncheon.
2nd DAY ROSH HASHANAH MONDAY EVENING OCTOBER 3 Candle lighting: After 7:19 PM - from borrowed flame.
Monday Evening OCTOBER 3 Maariv Service 7:00 - 8:00 PM
TUESDAY MORNING OCTOBER 4
2nd Day Shacharit Tuesday morning @ 9:00 AM - 12:30 PM (approx)
Junior Congregation 11 AM
Blowing of the Shofar - 100 blasts!
Kiddush Luncheon following services w/prepaid reservations- please contact Dr. Sandra Alfonsi
Yuntiff concludes @ 7:18 PM
WEDNESDAY OCTOBER 5
FAST OF GEDALIAH - DAWN TO DUSK
Commemorating the assassination of Gedaliah,
and the consequent loss of self rule, to Babylonia.
YOM KIPPUR
Fast Begins Tuesday evening, October 11, BEFORE Sundown.
It is customary in many synagogue communities to wear all white to symbolize forgiveness and purity.
Tuesday Candle lighting Yom Tov Candles and Yahrzeit Candles 6:08 PM
KOL NIDREI - Tuesday evening, October 11, at 6:15 PM
YOM KIPPUR - Wednesday morning, October 12:
Shacharit Service 9:00 AM
Torah Service Approx. 10:00 AM
Junior Congregation 11:00 AM
YIZKOR - Approximately 11:00 AM
Mincha Service - 4:15 PM
Neilah Service - 5:45 PM
Maariv Service - 6:45 PM
Havdalah 7:00 PM (from borrowed flame burning 24 hours)
BLOWING OF THE SHOFAR - TEKIAH GEDOLAH!
FAST ENDS 7:05 PM
PAID RESERVATIONS FOR THE BREAK THE FAST MEAL
ARE REQUIRED - PLEASE CONTACT DR. SANDRA ALFONSI TO RESERVE

SEE PAGE 7 FOR HIGH HOLIDAY MEALS RESERVATION FORM.
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SUKKOT SERVICE TIMES*
Sunday October 16 (morning)
Volunteers needed!!!
9:30 AM Erection of TI Sukkah - followed by brunch
Sunday October 16 (evening) Erev Sukkot, Light 1st day Yuntiff Candles 6:00 P M
MAARIV SERVICE 7:00 - 7:30 PM
NIGHT KIDDUSH IN THE SUKKAH
Monday October 17 (morning)
SUKKOT SHACHARIT MORNING SERVICES 9:00 AM - 12 NOON
HALLEL, HAKAFOT PARADE WITH LULAV AND ESROG
DAYTIME KIDDUSH IN SUKKAH
Monday October 17 (evening) Light 2nd day Yuntiff Candles after 6:58 PM
MAARIV SERVICE 7:00 - 7:30 PM NIGHT KIDDUSH IN SUKKAH
Tuesday Oct 18 (evening)
SUKKOT 2ND DAY SHACHARIT MORNING SERVICES 9:00 AM - 12 NOON
HALLEL, HAKAFOT PARADE WITH LULAV AND ESROG
DAYTIME KIDDUSH IN SUKKAH
Yuntiff concludes 6:56 PM Chol HaMoed begins (Intermediate Days)
Friday Oct 21 (evening) Light Shabbat Candles 5:53 P M (4th day Chol HaM oed begins)
MAARIV SERVICES 7:00 - 7:30 PM
NIGHT KIDDUSH IN THE SUKKAH
Saturday Oct 22 (morning)
SHABBAT SHACHARIT SERVICES 9:00 AM - 12 NOON
DAYTIME KIDDUSH IN SUKKAH
Shabbat concludes 6:51 PM (4th day Chol HaMoed)
Sunday Oct 23 (morning)
HOSHANA RABBAH - NO SERVICES
***********************************************************************************
SHEMINI ATZERET/SIMCHAT TORAH SERVICE TIMES
Sunday Oct 23 (evening)
SHEMINI ATZERET Light Yuntiff Candles 5:50 PM
MAARIV SERVICES 7:00 - 7:30 PM
NIGHT KIDDUSH IN THE SUKKAH
Monday Oct 24 (evening) Light Y untiff Candles 6:48 P M (from borrow ed flame); LGHT YA HRZEI T
LAMPS PRIOR TO LIGHTING THE YUNTIFF LIGHTS!
SIMCHAT TORAH begins!
MAARIV SERVICES 7:00 - 8:00 PM
DANCING WITH THE TORAHS
SEVEN HAKAFOT (CIRCUITS)
Tuesday Oct 25 (morning)
SIMCHAT TORAH SHACHARIT SERVICES 9:00 AM - 12 NOON
HALLEL
DANCING WITH THE TORAHS
SEVEN HAKAFOT (CIRCUITS)
WE CONCLUDE WITH DEUTERONOMY
AND WE BEGIN TORAH WITH BREISHEET
WE HONOR CHATAN TORAH/CHATAN BREISHEET
YIZKOR SERVICE APPROXIMATELY 11:20 AM
KIDDUSH IN SOCIAL HALL
Yuntiff ends 6:47 PM
*Please note that whereas during the year the evening service is usually at 8:00 PM, holiday services
begin at 7:00 PM. Additionally, whereas during the year shacharit usually begins at 9:30 AM,
on special holidays shacharit services begin at 9:00 AM. Please make a note of the change in holiday
service times.
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TRADITIONAL SHABBAT SUCCOT DINNER
Friday, October 21, 2016
6:00 p.m.
$18 per person
$10 per child (under 13 yrs. old)
To be followed by Shabbat services at 8:00 p.m.
Paid reservations required.

Reservation form coming to
your mailbox.
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HESSED FUND
Hessed is a Hebrew word meaning kindness and a reaching out to other people.
It is the way you can express sympathy, warm wishes or celebrate simchas for any one within or outside the Jewish
community. If you would like something included here:
Call Marcie Rabinowitz at 570-629-2994
Please leave all the information on the machine so Marcie doesn’t need to call you back.
OR
Better than telephone, is contacting Marcie by e-mail at yidkydz@gmail.com. That's the best!
If you would like us to send a card to a person who is not a Temple Israel person, you must include the recipient’s address when
giving Marcie the information. Cards are usually sent within three days of the request.

Send your get well wishes,
congratulations,
or condolence messages
with a card from
Temple Israel of the Poconos.

Please note above that Marcie Rabinowitz has assumed the task of collecting information for,
and preparing and sending Hessed cards for Temple Israel.
Thank you to Suzanne Tremper who for many years took this responsibility on, and did it with
dedication and love for the members of Temple Israel.
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ALITI (Adult Learning Institute of Temple Israel) presents...

Tuesday mornings:
10:40 - 11:50 AM PARASHAH OF THE WEEK with Etz Chaim and Hertz commentary.
Lively discussion of the parashah and how it applies to our lives.
Wednesday evenings:
5:00 - 5:15 PM

Kabbalistic Secrets of Hebrew Words: Applied Numerology

5:15 - 6:00 PM

MISHNA/TALMUD. Every 2 weeks we sample a new Talmudic tractate,
keeping it fresh and interesting! Then when we have sampled ALL of the
tractates we start all over again! Only the most interesting topics are
chosen.

6:00 - 6:30 PM

Jewish literacy overview: The top 1,000 things that every Jew should know
about his or her heritage !

6:30 - 7:00 PM

Code of Jewish Law; the Shulchan Aruch.
The whys, hows and wheretofores of Jewish living as expressed through
the ages, by the Jewish sages.

7:00 - 7:30 PM

Yiddush with Bernie: Conversational Yiddish with Bernie Driller
A portion of each class will also be devoted to listening to Yiddish
recordings.

7:30 - 8:00 PM

Hebrew reading crash course. Learn to read Hebrew fluently in ten weeks
(or your money back!) (home review required)

ALL CLASSES ARE FREE TO MEMBERS!
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Dear Rabbi, - I have been reading in the Bible about tithing. Do we Jews still do that?
I know many Christians tithe. So why don't Jews? Or do we?
Thank you, Curious

**********************************************************************
Dear Curious,
That is a great question! You know, I was moved several years back, when I was at the photo department at my
local CVS, and I overheard one of the young clerks declaring to her coworker that as soon as she gets paid, she is
going over to her church to make a tithe from her paycheck. I really was moved by that. She had no idea that I
could hear her, and really, how many young people do you know, that any of us know, who would actually do that,
let alone say it?
Now if you are lucky enough to attend synagogue on yuntiff when we read the special Torah portion for the
Festivals, you would hear loud and clear the message from the very first two words: asayr tasayr, which means,
"Thou shalt SURELY TITHE." The word asayr, meaning tithe, from the word eser, or ten, is doubled for emphasis, to
show how very dear and important it is for G*d.
Now does G*d actually need our tithes? Of course not! G*d, being G*d, does not NEED anything! That is why He is
G*d, and we are not. We are very needy creatures.
The truth is that WE need to tithe. We need to live our lives making G*d front and center. This is the key to
happiness. Focusing only on our own needs just makes us miserable in the long run. The synagogue is the heart of
the Jewish community. The synagogue is where Jews come to be together. To worship together, to study together,
to eat together, and to share both our tzuris and our nachos together. It is where the rabbi teaches, where students
of all ages come to learn, and where the poor among us come to seek succor, balm and perhaps alms in times of
need.
The word for give in Hebrew is NaTaN, which is a palindrome, meaning that it reads the same both backwards and
forwards. The deeper meaning in all this is that whatever we give to G*d, or to the synagogue, comes back to us,
often many times over. We earn a special blessing when we put G*d first. Our lives become so centered, that when
the shefa, the blessings of abundance, come down from Heaven, we are in a special place to best receive them. We
now have the holy vessels with which to contain and hold on to the blessings which are raining down upon us from
Heaven. Without the blessings of tzedaka we could not contain or hold on to the greater blessings yet to come!
We learn in the Torah that in the wilderness when we were building the Tabernacle, the Mishkan, there were two
kinds of material offerings. The first kind was the half sheqel, the machatzit hasheqel, whereby each and every
person donated a half sheqel. This was a sign of affiliation, of membership in the community. It meant that you did
not live in isolation from your fellow Jews or from G*d. You were a part of the community. That in and of itself is
huge.
The other kind of material offering was the nedavah, the voluntary offering. While the machatzit hasheqel was
mandatory, the nedavah offering was not. It was from the heart, You gave as much as you desired. In fact, when
the call came out to bring gold and silver for the Tabernacle, Moses had to say genug shein, enough already! The
people wanted to give from their hearts so much. The abundance was so great that they had to be asked to stop
giving!
And so today, in our own humble shul, we ask that all Jews of the area affiliate with us to show that they are part of
the Jewish community. A Jew cannot function fully as a Jew without a communal context. It is impossible. A Jew,
first and foremost, is a member of a kehillah kedosha, a holy congregation.
But that is just the foundation. If you feel in your heart that you want to give more, to bring more blessing, and
more energy to our Jewish community, to help it reach out more and become a more visible presence and influence
in our lives for the good, then you shall surely tithe and make a voluntary offering above and beyond the minimum
"so that we may long endure upon the land." The tithe that we give functions as the gift offering, above and beyond
the half token of affiliation!
So the simple answer is "yes." We do tithe in Judaism, whether to the Temple in Jerusalem (may it soon be rebuilt,
speedily in our day), or locally, to our local synagogue, the Temple In miniature. Each functions as the heart and
vital center to promote the ideals and values of a vibrant and meaningful Judaism. When you tithe, you get back
more than you could ever imagine!
© 2016 by Rabbi Baruch Melman
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HOLIDAY CORNER - SUKKOT
SUKKOT: THE MIRACLE OF BIRTH
by Rabbi Baruch Binyamin Hakohen Melman
Gazing lovingly down at their newborn, the new parents have arranged the nursery, the crib,
and all the accoutrements thereof. So too, Hashem is gazing lovingly down at Israel through
the roof of the supernal sukkah. As much as for the comfort and reassurance that *we* need
to be able to look up at the stars to see through the schach which constitutes the roof,
*Hashem* needs to look down and gaze lovingly at us, his children. The sukkah's four walls
are like the protective walls of the crib, and all the decorations are like baubles and hanging
toys for the infant. We are, figuratively speaking, newly born on Sukkoth, having passed
through the Yom Kippur mini-dying and resouling chamber. On Yom Kippur we were resouled,
purified. But now having been cleansed, we await the ensoulment into a new body, as it were,
as we become collectively reborn on Sukkoth. The Ushpizin, the Exalted Guests, come to visit,
bringing gifts for the newborn babe.
In the Talmud, Massechet Niddah, 30B, it is said that an angel teaches us the entire Torah in
the womb (which we then forget at birth), and that we are not born until we swear to always
live a righteous life. In all of parshat Ha'azinu, Moshe is enjoining the people to swear to be
righteous and loyal to Hashem. Moshe Rabbeinu is likened to that very malach, that self-same
angel, but on the macro level, vis a vis the nation of Israel."
And of course, like the angel in the womb, it was Moses who taught the entire Torah to the
people of Israel in the course of their sojourn in the wilderness (only to have them forget it
all upon their birth when crossing the River Jordan!). The Judges and the Prophets and the
Levites had the task of re-educating the people throughout all their years of adulterous
idolatry, thereby inducing a national deja-vu experience. So too, after we are born, we are
instructed to relearn all the Torah which we had once known and had been privy to while
ensconced in the womb.
Now this analogy of the wombic transition is also supported by the idea of the umbilic mannah
life support in the wilderness. As in the mother's womb, this food source was daily - gratis and
unceasing up until the entrance of the people into the Land. They were protected on all sides
by the ananei hakavod, the clouds of glory, from above and below and all around, a sort of
amniotic sac! The flow and outpouring of blessing (shefa) in the wilderness, like in the womb,
was total, unconditional and unceasing.
However, upon entry into the land, the birthing of Israel into the world, the flow of blessing
was conditional on their total loyalty to the monotheistic ethical imperative. On Sukkoth we
have the idea of the "or hamekif," or the light which is all-encompassing. The walls which
surround us in the holy sukkah represent G*d's unconditional love and light. It is also said
in the Talmud (ibid) "vener daluk al rosho- and a lamp is lit (for the unborn child) above his
head." This alludes to the heightened sense of spiritual awareness that the fetus experiences
prior to birth.

Continued on page 13
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Continued from page 12
So the reason we do not say tachanun from Yom Kippur through Sukkoth, or that in some
Hasidic circles the minhag is to continue saying l'eilah U'l'eilah throughout Sukkoth, may be
because of this literal connection, that Sukkoth is a celebration as well as the concluding
stage of the rebirthing of Israel. The sukkah then is both the crib of Israel following its birth,
as well as a reenactment of the amneotic sac prior to birth. Whichever one it is for each of
us depends on whether we did a complete teshuvah process by Yom Kippur. If so, then the
latter; if not, then the former applies. Kabbalah teaches that the Teshuvah process and the
Divine Judgment carries through to the end of Sukkoth! It does not necessarily end by Yom
Kippur.
Like the Heisenberg uncertainty principle, the subjective reality of the observation process
effects the objective conditions of the reality being observed. If our teshuvah process was
complete by Yom Kippur, then the sukkah represents for us the crib following birth. And if
we still need more time to finish our teshuvah, then the sukkah represents the amniotic sac
prior to birth. Since we have theTalmudic principle of "basar rov," that is, we follow the
majority in cases of safek, or doubt, for clal yisrael as a whole we assume that we completed
the teshuvah process "on time" by Yom Kippur. Hence we view, for the majority at least,
Sukkoth as our birth (or re-birth), with the eighth day, Shemini Atzeret, being then the bris,
corresponding to Simchat Torah in the Land of Israel.
On Rosh Hashana we say HaYom Harat Olam. Harat actually alludes more to pregnancy than
to the idea of actual birth, being that herayon means pregnancy and both share the same
root. Sukkot, fast approaching, represents Utmost Joy - the joy of the birthing of the nation
of Israel into the world in accordance with the angelic teachings in the womb, carrying the
knowledge and the hidden light from within the womb, via the Torah, into the world at large.
Simchat Beit haShoeva, the water drawing festival celebrated during Sukkot, inaugurating
the rainy season, can then be alternately understood as the breaking of the heavenly waters.
And it follows then, that if Tishrei is the month of birth, of the creation of the world and
humanity as the Crown of Creation, then Cheshvan is the month of post-partum depression,
the sadness we allow ourselves to feel when the dream of potential inherent in all births
starkly confronts the exingencies of the everyday drudgery necessary to fulfilling those
dreams. May we and all Israel eternally feel the protective walls of the sukkah which
envelops us wholly in holy light, and may the exalted ushpizin guests shower us with the
light and enlightenment of the Presence of the Shechinah in our midst. And now, having
been born, in the immortal words of Tchernikhovsky, we rightly ask ourselves, "what is to
be done?"
Simply to live holy and pure lives, shining the Torah's supernal light in all directions, alighting
off the lulav's multiwaved fronds, each cosmic wave throwing more and ever intensely
brighter light, giving hope to every darkened corner of an ever dimming world.
© 2016 by Rabbi Baruch Binyamin Hakohen Melman
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DON'T FORGET TO ORDER YOUR LULAV AND ESROG!

The deadline for ordering your own set of lulav and esrog is
quickly approaching! You must order by October 1 this year.
The 4 species embodied in the lulav and esrog are central
key elements in the observance of the festival!
In the Torah, it directly says that we are to "take for ourselves" (ulekachtem lachem)
the four species - the palm frond, the goodly fruit, the myrtle (Hadassah) and the
willows of the brook.
Whether you attend shul on the festival and join us in the processional,
where we march around the sanctuary waving our lulavim, or you
just sit in your sukkah at home waving the lulav and esrog in private,
the Torah says that we must own our own set.
So call the Rabbi today! Don't be left out!
Please make sure the rabbi knows so that when he places his order
your purchase will be included.
Just $36 per set! Call today!
P.S. It is a mitzvah to erect your own personal sukkah for
home use. The Torah tells us to "dwell in the sukkah."
You can't dwell in it and take your meals in it if you don't
have one to dwell in!
Just click on www.sukkahdepot.com. They have all different
prices and have been around for some 30 years. Call today!
And please let the rabbi know. Several members are now
starting to put up their very own sukkahs for the first time!
That is awesome!

Page 15

TEMPLE ISRAEL OF THE POCONOS

Edition 625

TEMPLE ISRAEL OF THE POCONOS
HEBREW SCHOOL
October schedule:
Oct. 3/4: Jr. Congregation 11:00 a.m.
Oct. 12: Jr. Congregation 11:00 a.m.
Oct. 16: Class 9:00—11:00 a.m.
(this is the only regular class for October)

======================================================
Thank you to the following for their generous donations:

GENERAL DONATION:

David Jablonka, Alice Harris, Bob Porcelan, Anonymous

YAHRZEIT DONATION:

Dolores Cohen in memory of father Edward Rosenzweig
Dolores Cohen in memory of husband Maxwell Cohen

SPONSORED ONEG/KIDDUSH:

Paul Solomon, Diane Suba, Anonymous

RABBI’S DISCRETIONARY
FUND:

Leigh Steltzer, Abeloff Foundation, Anonymous

From our home in Lititz to your home in Stroudsburg: “A very happy New Year”.
From Ruth Popkin and family
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October Anniversaries
October 12

Daniel and Julie Harter

October 23

Paul and Jennifer Solomon
P.Jason and Jeanie Kurrzrok

October 25

October Birthdays
October 04

Deborah Costanza

October 09

Miguel Canarte
Edwin Canarte

October 10

Molly Smith
Melvin Rosenthal

October 11

Louise August

October 12

Rabbi Baruch Melman

October 14

Mollie Krawitz

October 16

Carol Sitroon

October 18

Dylan Star

October 19

Julie Harter

October 21

Judy Schuchman

October 26

Sara McGowan
Barbara Rosenberg

October 30

Tyler Mann

October 31

Benjamin Trumpaitzky

Joshua and Vivian Herschlag

If you are celebrating a milestone year, whether it
be birthday or anniversary, please let me know so
others may celebrate with you.
Contact: Marcie Rabinowitz
570-629-2994 yidkydz@gmail.com
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October Yahrzeit List
Oct 1

Elul 28

E. Norman Stelzer

Oct 2

Elul 29

Ray Feuerman

Oct 3

Tishrei 01

George Saltzman

Oct 4

Tishrei 02

Jerry Jacobs
Ralph Tornberg
Joel Magnes

Oct 18

Tishrei 16

Morris Jacobson

Oct 19

Tishrei 17

Simon Lewis
Frank Cohn

Oct 20

Tishrei 18

Abraham Goldman
Donald Green

Oct 21

Tishrei 19

Peter Meyers
Nathan Abeloff

Oct 22

Tishrei 20

Anna Silverman

Oct 24

Tishrei 22

George Green
Tony La Barca

Oct 5

Tishrei 03

Renee Marcus

Oct 6

Tishrei 04

Milton Myers
Cy Nerlinger

Oct 8

Tishrei 06

Anna Polinger

Oct 9

Tishrei 07

Estelle Webber
Rebecca Wilensky

Oct 25

Tishrei 23

Sally Kandel

Oct 10

Tishrei 08

Meyer Rothstein

Oct 26

Tishrei 24

Leon Wilensky

Oct 11

Tishrei 09

Louis Levinson

Oct 27

Tishrei 25

Oct 12

Tishrei 10

Simcha Glaser
Sara Wolfe
Sarah Sorger
Samuel Amador

David S. Katz
Minnie Rothstein

Oct 28

Tishrei 26

Saul Shulman

Oct 30

Tishrei 28

Menachem Mendel Rosenfeld
Carl Newman

Oct 31

Tishrei 29

Murray Weinstein
Mollie Rosen

Nov 1

Tishrei 30

Selig Katz
B. Yakov

Oct 13

Tishrei 11

Blanche Smolev
Samuel Silverman

Oct 14

Tishrei 12

Abraham Fuchs
Rose Rosenblatt

Oct 15

Tishrei 13

Stuart Myers

Oct 16

Tishrei 14

Samuel Berman

Oct 17

Tishrei 15

Sydney Parish
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November Yahrzeit List
November 15

Cheshvan 14

Joseph Saltzman

November 16

Cheshvan 15

Becky Resnick

November 17

Cheshvan 16

Samuel Cohen
Samuel Monatt
Molly Green

Merle Steir
Harry Morris
Fannie Surks

November 19

Cheshvan 18

William D. Bornstein
Hyman Levine

Morris Newman
Rebecca Libfeld

November 20

Cheshvan 19

Charles Sommer

November 21

Cheshvan 20

Morris Laveton

November 22

Cheshvan 21

Samuel Brody
Gladys Solomon

November 23

Cheshvan 22

Grace Schurman

November 24

Cheshvan 23

Abraham Kleinfeld
Ida Fearer Yenofsky

November 25

Cheshvan 24

Kusiel Chiat

November 26

Cheshvan 25

Isadore Frisch
Nathan Mandel
Rosa C. Zimmerman

November 27

Cheshvan 26

Sally Shevrin

November 28

Cheshvan 27

Terris Tornberg

November 30

Cheshvan 29

Minda Newman Hart
Morris J. Newman

November 1

Tishrei 30

Selig Katz
B. Yakov

November 2

Cheshvan 01

Sylvia Rothman

November 3

Cheshvan 02

November 6
November 7

Cheshvan 05
Cheshvan 06

Sidney Hampell
Joseph Steir
Benjamin Koshar

November 8

Cheshvan 07

Kiva Trumpaitzky

November 9

Cheshvan 08

Rhoda Kravitz

November 10

Cheshvan 09

Ida Jacobson

November 11

Cheshvan 10

November 12

Cheshvan 11

Mildred Caplan
Benjamin Rothman
Chic Gorman
Tova Loffer

November 13

Cheshvan 12

November 14

Cheshvan 13

Mollie Krawitz
Francis Marks
Samuel Lustgarten
Arthur Kaufman
Evelyn Pehr
Samuel Silverman
Morris Martin
Lillie Starr

Page 19

TEMPLE ISRAEL OF THE POCONOS

Edition 625

NOW IT’S EASIER THAN EVER BEFORE TO SPONSOR AN
ONEG OR A KIDDUSH LUNCHEON
YOU CAN CELEBRATE A BIRTHDAY, ANNIVERSARY, LIFE
CYCLE EVENT OR JUST BECAUSE.....
TEMPLE ISRAEL OF THE POCONOS
KOSHER KITCHEN ANNOUNCES
SHABBAT ONEG AND KIDDUSH LUNCHEONS
Friday Night Oneg: $75
Package includes cakes, cookies, fresh fruit in season, hot
coffee, milk, sweeteners, seltzer and cold beverages.
Shabbat Kiddush-Luncheon: $125
Package includes 4 different salads, veggie platter, fresh fruits
of the season, assorted cakes and/or cookies, hot coffee, milk,
sweeteners, seltzer/cold beverages.
Each package is priced for 25 people.
Other special request items (including lox) are available upon
request and for an additional fee; please contact me to design
your own special event. For scheduling, availability and more
information contact: Lois LaBarca at 421-6103
Sponsored Kiddush Luncheons must be arranged at least 2 weeks before the requested date.
Dates must be given to Lois by phone or email and NOT during or following Shabbat Services.
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WE ALL HAVE SIMCHAS AND NACHES IN OUR LIFE
CELEBRATE AND COMMEMORATE WITH ANY OF THE FOLLOWING...
SEND WARM THOUGHTS
Give Marcie Rabinowitz a call at 570-629-2994 or e-mail her at yidkydz@gmail.com and let
someone know you’re thinking of them. For a small contribution to the Hessed Fund,
Marcie will send a card wishing a Happy Birthday, Congratulations, Mazel Tov, Get Well or
Condolences. A notice will appear in this bulletin, as well. When you call, please leave all the
information needed.
TREE OF LIFE AND MEMORIALS
Add a leaf to the Tree of Life to celebrate births, birthdays, marriages, bar and bat mitzvahs, or
any other special event for a minimum contribution of $150. Remember loved ones with a
Memorial Plaque at a minimum contribution of $600 for members, $850 for non-members.
Contact the Temple Office at 570-421-8781.
ENDOWMENT FUND
It’s always a great time to make a contribution. Make your check out to “Temple Israel.”
Another thought to consider, remember Temple Israel in your will.
Call the Temple office at 570-421-8781 or tipoc@ptd.net
Honor or Remember Someone Special
with a Bookplate
A bookplate can be placed in a Siddur, the
weekly prayer book we use every Friday evening
and Shabbat morning, or in a machzor, the prayer
book which is used on the High Holidays.
Remember a special occasion such as a birthday,
anniversary, bnei mitzvah or any other occasion you
want to note for a relative or friend. You can also
place a dedication in someone’s memory.
A
nameplate with the donor, recipient, and occasion
will be inserted. The minimum donation is $50.

Contact Herb Rosen, 424-1161, or at herbr12@ptd.net.

Do you need a Mi Sheberach Recited?
When you can’t make services, but would like a prayer said on behalf of someone
important to you, please don’t hesitate to call the synagogue and leave a message
on the Temple answering machine for Rabbi Melman so that your prayers
will be included in our services.
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FROM YOUR MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE…..
we offer you a challenge!
We need everyone to help with this. Surely you know individuals and
families who have no affiliation with a Synagogue.
Encourage them to become members of our Temple Israel Family!

If every family brings in one individual or family,
think of the possibilities!

At Temple events, be they regular Shabbat Services or a social occasion,
introduce yourself to anyone you don’t recognize. You’ll make new friends
and assist us in enlarging our family.

YOU CAN BE PART OF OUR SUCCESS!!
For information please contact:
Dr. Sandra Alfonsi
223-7062
sanalfonsi@aol.com

or Temple Israel 421-8781

Please leave a phone number so that we may return your call.

28 Tishrei

31

22 Tishrei 25

29 Tishrei

10 Tishrei 13

23 Tishrei 26

16 Tishrei 19

24 Tishrei 27

17 Tishrei 20

Fri

12 Tishrei 15

26Tishrei
Candlelighting 5:42

25 Tishrei 28

29

19 Tishrei 22
Candlelighting: 5:52
Shabbat Succot Dinner
6:00 p.m.

18 Tishrei 21

Candlelighting: 6:02

11 Tishrei 14

1

5 Tishrei 8

Candlelighting: 6:13

4 Tishrei 7

Thu

6 Tishrei

28 Elul

27 Tishrei

20 Tishrei

13 Tishrei

Sat
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30

9 Tishrei 12

Shemini Atzeret
Simchat Torah
Yizkor
Candlelighting: 6:56

21 Tishrei 24

Candlelighting: 5:49

23

Sukkot

15 Tishrei 18

Sukkot
Candlelighting:
7:06

14 Tishrei 17

3 Tishrei 6

Board Mtg. 7:00 p.

2 Tishrei 5

Wed

October 2016

Erev Yom Kippur
Yom Kippur
Kol Nidre
Candlelighting: 6:07

8 Tishrei 11

Columbus Day

7 Tishrei 10

Erev Sukkot
Candlelighting: 5:59

16

9

1 Tishrei 4

Tue

1st Day
2nd Day
Rosh Hashanah
Rosh Hashanah
Candlelighting: 7:28

29 Elul 3

Erev Rosh Hashanah
Candlelighting: 6:21

2

See holiday schedule on page 5/6

Saturday morning services begin at 9:30 a.m.

Sun
Mon
Friday evening services begin at 8:00 p.m.

◄ July 2016
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NEW NUMBER: 570-977-0134

Please tell our advertisers you saw their ad here.

Temple Israel Newsletter, Edition 625 October 2016 published
monthly at Temple Israel of the Poconos, 711 Wallace Street,
Stroudsburg, PA 18360. (570) 421-8781/tipoc@ptd.net.
For information concerning this publication contact Barbara Rosenberg,
Editor, (570) 894-4537/barb74@ptd.net.
Now on the web at: www.templeisraelofthepoconos.org

All submissions are subject to review by the editorial committee.
Please submit all articles for consideration to:
Barbara Rosenberg
570-894-4537 or barb74@ptd.net

PLEASE NOTE THE DEADLINE FOR THE
NEXT ISSUE OF YOUR NEWSLETTER:
NOVEMBER NEWSLETTER: OCTOBER 15

Temple Israel of the Poconos is located at 711 Wallace Street
in Stroudsburg. Friday evening services begin at 8:00 p.m. and
Saturday Shabbat Services begin at 9:30 a.m.
ALL ARE WELCOME!

