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February 2017 shevat / adar 5777

BALFOUR OR AGAINST
© 2017 by Rabbi Baruch Binyamin Hakohen Melman

2017 on the Gregorian Calendar marks two important anniversaries for the Jewish
People. It marks 100 years since the famous Balfour Declaration. And it marks 50
years since the Six Day War and the reunification of the city of Jerusalem, as well as
the restoration of the ancestral territories of Judea and Samaria to the Jewish People.
The first anniversary, the Balfour Declaration, made on November 2, 1917, recalls
the proclamation made by Lord Balfour, representing the British government, that...
His Majesty's Government view with favour the establishment in Palestine of a national
home for the Jewish people, and will use their best endeavors to facilitate the achievement of this object, it being clearly understood that nothing shall be done which may
prejudice the civil and religious rights of existing non-Jewish communities in Palestine
or the rights and political status enjoyed by Jews in any other country.
And just three years later the San Remo Accords, ratified in 1922 by the League of
Nations, divided the land mass of the British Mandate for Palestine, assigning all the
land west of the Jordan River (Cis Jordan) as a future homeland for the Jewish people
and all the land east of the Jordan River (Trans Jordan) as a future homeland for the
Arabs.

NEXT EXECUTIVE
BOARD MEETING:
WEDNESDAY,
7:00 p.m.
March 1, 2017

And then in 1967 Jordan attacked Israel during the Six Day War. Jordan had illegally
occupied Judea and Samaria during Israel's War of Independence. They were state
Ottoman lands that became part of the British Mandate for Palestine following Turkey's
defeat in The Great War. Jordan unilaterally and illegally annexed the territories in
1949, including The Old City of Jerusalem, which had had a Jewish majority for the
last several centuries. The surviving Jews were driven out and the 58 synagogues and
yeshivas of Jerusalem were dynamited to erase any trace of Jewish connection. The
media today echo that falsehood when they repeat the phrase "Arab East Jerusalem."
It only became that for the 19 years of ethnic cleansing by Jordan against its Jewish
residents. Israel legally won the land in a war of self defense, in addition to the legal
precedents of San Remo and the League of Nations. There is nothing illegal about settling the land. The media can repeat its lies thousands of times, but that does not
make it so.
For the Jews, our ancestral lands are holy. They are finally liberated. But for the UN
and her ilk, the territories are considered "occupied," devoid of any Jewish historical
associations, even though Chanukah recalls the 25 year Jewish War against the Syrian
Greeks where every battle save for one (Jaffa), took place in Judea and Samaria. At
least call them disputed! And we have every right to build on our own land. Aside from
our rights based on history and our Torah, the League of Nations, representing the
world powers of the modern era, legally assigned to the Jewish people all the land
west of the Jordan River. And that legal right was affirmed by the UN in Article 80 of
its Founding Charter.
For the sake of peace Israel offered very sweet deals to the PA, in 2000, 2001 and
2007. All three were rejected. Israel withdrew completely from Gaza in 2005. The response? Thousands of rockets and missiles. The fact is, if the Palestinian Arabs actually wanted their own state they could have had one several times over. To paraphrase
Golda Meir, when the Palestinian Arabs want their own state more than they desire
the destruction of the world's only Jewish state, there will be peace. In the Arab mind,
all land is sacred, part of the Ummah. When the Jews offer their land for the sake of
peace, in the Arab mind they are weak, for only a losing party would offer its land.
And weakness only invites further war. That is how it's been. And that is how it always
will be.
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A MESSAGE FROM OUR PRESIDENT …… Dr. Sandra Alfonsi
This month’s message is very special because Rabbi Avi Schwartz, a dear friend who lives in Israel
wrote it. Avi is a Rabbi, an artist, a novelist and a poet. He is the son of Mordechai Schwartz, Motke Eish Ha Garzen, the Axeman. Avi’s father was a member of the Palmach and the conqueror of
Mt. Zion in 1948.
“Can Israel be Jewish and Democratic?”
By Rabbi Avi Schwartz
Zichron Yaakov, Israel
A "brilliant" question asked by John Kerry.
But let’s take that question and apply it to other states. Can one be French, English or even American
and still be democratic?
In fact, to be American one needs to speak English, play baseball, football, and basketball, eat Apple
pie, love American movies and rock n' roll, and wear jeans.
No matter if you are Chinese, Japanese, Indian, Nigerian or any other ethnic group you must follow
American norms.
And the same is true if you live in France, England or any other democracy.
Everyone has to conform to the dominant culture.
It seems no democracy is a democracy?
But maybe Kerry was reaching for another word? It was not democracy.
Democracy is a system of government by which the whole population or the eligible members vote.
In Israel everyone votes. In fact, the Arab Joint List, a powerful party in the Israeli parliament was voted
into power by Israeli Arabs. In fact, Arabs vote for any party they want.
So maybe Kerry was reaching for the term pluralism.
Pluralism is a term used when a smaller group and its values and practices within a larger society are
accepted.
In Israel Arabs are integrated in every part of the society. In fact, every food product, highway direction,
and governmental building is in Arabic.
And let’s suppose Israel had no minorities, could it still be Jewish and Democratic?
As the saying goes, "For every two Jews there are three opinions. Just look at the various forms of
Orthodox Judaism. If the most rigid system, Orthodoxy, is pluralistic then it explains why Jewish culture
is so creative and multi-varied.
Israel is Jewish, very democratic and extremely pluralistic. So much so that it allows Sharia, Christian,
and Rabbinical courts. So much so that all minorities have equal access to any type of employment. So
much so that even the founder of BDS lives in Israel.
Kerry is wrong. Israel does not need to choose between Jewishness or democracy.
Rather he has to choose between truth and the inaccurate portrayal of one of the world's leading
beacons of Human rights!
Hopefully he and others like him will choose truth and give Israel its proper praise.
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The “Normal Mystics” by Norman Gelber
The rabbis who wrote the Talmud have been described as “normal
mystics.” The normal mystic is described as God-intoxicated, so drunk
with his nearness to God that he sees the divine presence in everyday life:
a beautiful sight in nature, a storm, a rainbow, birth, and growth. He
perceives the created universe, with all its various forms of life, as the
work of a divine Artist. And he interprets righteous behavior as a human
aspect of divine art.
Rabbi Akiba said to his disciples: “Just as the existence of a house testifies to the builder,
the garment to the weaver, and the door to a carpenter, so does the world testify to the Holy
One, blessed be He, who created it.”
Normal mysticism is implicit in the words of the Psalmist: “The heavens declare the glory
of God,” which means that the stars, the planets, the sun, and the moon provide silent
testimony to God as their Creator. Though the story of Purim doesn’t mention God, yet the
miraculous deliverance of the Persian Jews from Haman’s intention to destroy them reveals
God’s protective care.
In ancient Egypt, Joseph, who was the victim of his brothers’ envy and hostility, reassured
them that they need not fear his vengeance because God had directed the scenario: “Now
do not blame yourselves or be angry that you sold me here - for God sent me to save lives.”
The unseen but protective role of God in the survival of the state of Israel also supports the
beliefs of the normal mystics. Despite the many wars that the Arab nations, with superior
numbers, have launched against Israel, that small nation had survived. It’s no coincidence
that when Israel needed the reinforcement of more Jews to counterbalance the increasing
Palestinian population in the West Bank and the Gaza Strip, several thousands of Soviet
Jews immigrated to Israel. Their timely arrival enriched Israel with a wave of engineers,
teachers, doctors, and scientists who also strengthened Israel’s military position.
We usually think of mystics as strange people who profess to have hallucinations or
visions of God, heaven, and the angels, according to many incidences in the Bible. In
Exodus (29:9-10) such a mystical vision is described: "Then went up Moses and Aaron,
Nadab, and Abihu, and seventy of the elders of Israel; and they saw the God of Israel; and
there was under his feet the like of a paved work of sapphire stone, and the like of the very
heaven for clearness."
But those who believe that the Lord “works in mysterious ways,” those who see in nature
and in human life ample evidence of God’s handiwork, and those who discern in historical
events His influence are, after all, normal mystics. And I guess that includes most of us.
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HEBREW SCHOOL
CLASS SCHEDULE FOR DECEMBER
TUESDAY, Feb. 7: class at 5:00—7:00
TUESDAY, Feb. 14: class at 5:00—7:00
TUESDAY, Feb. 21: class at 5:00—7:00
TUESDAY, Feb. 28: class at 5:00—7:00
Sunday, Feb. 12: make up day for snow days

The Hebrew School of Temple Israel of the Poconos
- The Jewish Children's Learning Center Rabbi Melman, Principal
Debbie Smith, Administrative Director
A Chanukah Miracle took place last month. We doubled the size of our Hebrew School! One
Jewish family makes a difference!
This month we will have a Tu Bishvat Seder again this year, featuring many fruits to
celebrate the New Year of the Trees. Tu Bishvat this year falls on a Shabbat, so we will have
our seder on a Hebrew school date close to the actual date. Watch your emails.
We will have fruits with the seeds inside them.
We will have fruits with the seeds on the outside.
We will have fruits with an inedible core.
We will have fruits with an inedible shell.
We will have four cups of grape juice. (A white, a light pink, a dark pink and a red,
representing the four seasons.)
And it is customary to celebrate and eat of the seven fruits connected to the land of Israel:
wheat, barley, figs, dates, grapes, olives and pomegranates. Our source is the Torah,
Deuteronomy 8: 7,8.
"For the Lord your G*d is bringing you into a good
land - a land with streams and springs and fountains
issuing from plain and hill; a land of wheat and barley,
of vines (grapes), figs and pomegranates, a land of olive
trees and honey (dates)."
Soon it will be Purim!
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SHABBAT DINNER
6:00 p.m.

Friday, February 17, 2017

$18 per person
$10 per child (under 13 yrs. old)
To be followed by Shabbat services at 8:00 p.m.
Paid reservations required.

Reservation form coming to
your mailbox.
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TRADITIONAL FIRST SEDER
Monday, April 10, 2017
$35 adult members
$45 adult non-members
$10 children under 13 yrs. old

Watch your mailbox for more information and a reservation form.

Full payment must be made in advance.
No invoicing.
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Thank you to the following for their generous donations:
GENERAL DONATION:

Anonymous
Jason Goldstein

Sponsored Onegs
and Kiddush:

Howard and June Farber
Stacy Rodriguez
Samuel Newman

RABBI’S DISCRETIONARY FUND:
Leigh Stelzer
Merle Turitz
Arnold Goldman
Stephen Marshack
Anonymous

A Tu Bishvat Song
Hashkediah porachat
veshemesh paz zorachat
Tziporim merosh kawl gag
mevasrot et bo hechag.
Tu Bishvat Higiyah
Chag hailanot!
Tu Bishvat Higiyah
Chag hailanot.

Almond trees are flowering
a golden sun is shining
birds atop every roof
bring tidings of the coming holiday
Tu Bishvat is coming!
Holiday of the trees!
Tu Bishvat is coming!
Holiday of the trees!

Tu Bishvat means the 15th day of the month of Shevat. That day is considered the birthday of all the
trees. It is called the New Year for the Trees.
Why do trees need a New Year, you ask? Because when you give tithes of your fruit trees, as the Torah
requires, we must know which fruits are from which year. And in addition, we may not eat of the fruit of
a tree in its first three years. So...all fruit trees which flower BEFORE the 15th of Shevat, all their fruit is
considered as being from last year. And all fruit trees which flower AFTER the 15th of the month, all their
fruit is considered as being from THIS year.
It is customary on Tu Bishvat to eat from the five fruits native to Israel: pomegranates, grapes, dates,
figs, and olives. Wheat and barley make up the other two native species, but technically they are not
fruits.
In 16th century Safed, in northern Israel, the great Jewish mystics, known as the Kabbalists, developed
what we now call a Tu Bishvat seder, featuring study and learning, the eating of the fruits complete with
four cups of wine, similar to the Passover seder. Taste and see that G*d is good!
In the modern state of Israel it is customary on Tu Bishvat to honor trees by planting more of them.
Over the years, millions of trees have been planted in Israel. In fact, Israel was noted to be the ONLY
country in the whole world which had MORE trees at the end of the 20th century than it had at the
beginning of the 20th century.
Don't just hug a tree today. Plant one!!!
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ALITI - THE ADULT LEARNING INSTITUTE OF TEMPLE ISRAEL
PRESENTS AN EXCITING NEW SLATE OF CLASSES FOR
WEDNESDAY EVENINGS! BEGINNING DECEMBER 14
ALL CLASSES ARE TAUGHT IN ENGLISH AND ANY HEBREW
IS ALWAYS ACCOMPANIED BY A TRANSLATION.
ALL CLASSES ARE FREE FOR MEMBERS
COME FOR ALL OR ONLY FOR SOME
SCHEDULE OF CLASSES AS FOLLOWS:
WEDNESDAYS
5:00 PM

KABBALISTIC SECRETS OF HEBREW WORDS

5:20 PM

MISHNA/TALMUD OVERVIEW
EVERY 2 WEEKS WE STUDY SOMETHING NEW
ALWAYS FRESH AND INTERESTING

6:00 PM

JEWISH LITERACY REVIEW
THE TOP 1,000 THINGS EVERY JEW SHOULD KNOW

6:30 PM

JEWISH ETHICS. CHALLENGING ETHICAL SCENARIOS.
BECOMING A MENSCH. DISCUSSIONS ENCOURAGED.

7:00 PM

YIDDISH WITH BERNIE!
DISCOVER THE JOYS OF SPEAKING YIDDISH!

7:30 PM

CRASH COURSE IN HEBREW READING!
BECOME A FLUENT READER IN 10 WEEKS OR LESS!

AND OF COURSE ON TUESDAY AND THURSDAY MORNINGS WE CONTINUE WITH OUR
WEEKLY PARASHA PREVIEW FROM 10:40 AM TO 11:50 AM. PLEASE COME AND JOIN
US! NEW STUDENTS ALWAYS WELCOME!
LEVUSH - GARMENTS
Did you know that on Shabbat we are to dress in our nicest clothes, especially when attending
services?
When we are at services we are in G*d's House, a miniature sanctuary, akin to the Beit
HaMiqdash, the Holy Temple. Houses of the Holy.
So while T-shirts, jeans and sneakers may be very comfortable to wear, they are more
appropriate for bowling or softball than in a House of Prayer.
Now we should not go too far in the other direction, either. We are not trying to impress our
friends and neighbors. However, we ARE in the presence of the King, our Creator. We should
still be spiritual, not focused on the material. So there's a balance to be had, people. It's all
about balance.
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ASK THE RABBI
by Rabbi Baruch Binyamin Hakohen Melman
Dear Rabbi,
I thought that Jared and Ivanka Kushner were observant Orthodox Jews. How could they
therefore ride in the motorcade on the Sabbath during the Inaugural festivities. And how
could they even participate in the all the balls, etcetera, considering they were held on
the Sabbath? Aren't they being hypocritical?
Sincerely,
Yearning for Knowledge
*********************************************************************************
Dear Yearning,
Thank you for the great question!
First of all, people are only being hypocritical if they tell other people to behave a certain way and then
do the opposite. Jared and Ivanka are happy to share their feelings of joy in their observance of
Judaism, but they don't go around preaching in everyone's face how to behave.
Your question presupposes that they acted in violation of the religion. That could not be farther from
the truth! The very fact that Ivanka asked her rabbi for a heter (dispensation) to permit her to ride in
the motorcade and to attend the events bespeaks a dedication and love for the religion. She did not just
do it because it felt right. She consulted with her rabbi (Modern Orthodox) and followed his justification.
Many may not know this, but in Jewish law, what is permissible for one person may be forbidden to
another. It all depends on the circumstances of the case as determined by one's rabbi.
Now if she had asked me for a heter in these circumstances, I would have agreed with her rabbi. I was
not privy to their conversation, but I surmise that it followed the basic points I shall outline below.
As regards her general participation in the events of the Inaugural weekend that coincided with the
Sabbath, in her case, and in the case of her husband, it would be permitted. There are laws regarding
showing honor and paying respect to a benevolent monarch or ruler. This is rooted in the Purim story,
where the Jews participated in the festivities honoring the king. Esther herself received a heter to marry
the King himself and to take part in his feasts and banquets. Perhaps she only had the fruit salad and
passed on the entrée. I am not sure who her rabbi was, but like Ivanka, Queen Esther was properly
placed to influence the ruler to act with favour to the Jewish people.
And then we have the stubborn mitzvah in the Ten Commandments to honor our father and our mother.
Her father was being honored. He was now just sworn in to assume the position of the most powerful
person on the planet. That is nothing to sneeze at. It doesn't mean she has to spend money or write on
the Sabbath, but it is quite fitting and appropriate to at least attend and be present. As a great sage
once opined, 90% of life is just showing up.
Now about that motorcade question. Generally speaking, for an observant Jew to ride in a vehicle is
usually not allowed. Conservative Judaism allows it only for driving to synagogue and back, while
Orthodox Judaism forbids it altogether, being that turning on a combustible engine creates a spark.
Once those self driving cars become standard, a Shabbat car can be programmed to stop at every street
corner, akin to the practice of a Shabbat elevator in a hotel, which stops automatically at every floor.
However, there are exceptions to the rule. We learned in the Mishna (Shabbat 2:5) that it is permissible
to extinguish a lamp on Shabbat for fear of marauders or thieves, the reasoning being that if they can't
see you they can't kill you. Likewise, the secret service was acutely aware of the potentially violent
disruptive riots being planned on the streets, so for the sake of personal safety, no one walks. And they
were not driving. They were being driven. A fine distinction. Basically, as well most people are aware, in
Judaism we consider the value of life to be so sacred that we may violate any of the laws of the Torah
(except three) to preserve it.
As an aside, when I was rabbi in Portland, Oregon during the 2000 presidential race, Senator Joe
Lieberman was planning a Sabbath visit to my synagogue. The secret service called me in advance,
wanting to know what time Shabbos would be over so that they can plan his post Sabbath travel
arrangements. As we gave him an Aliyah, he promised to invite us to the White House if he won, and
that for sure they would have a kosher kitchen for us!
So, to summarize, they were not being hypocritical and they were not violating the tenets of the faith.
Quite the opposite! They remain positive role models of a young, vivacious couple, proud of their faith,
with access via birth and marriage to the ear of the most powerful leader of the free world.
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The Groundhog said 6 more weeks of winter….

But Spring is just around
the corner !

Do you have an idea for a Saturday
night or Sunday social event? Send your
ideas to Barbara at barb74@ptd.net
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February Anniversaries
February 05

Stewart & Andrea Rosenblum

February Birthdays
February 01

Karen Trumpaitzky

February 09

Marlene Mandel
Jay Kantrowitz

February 10

Kyra Herschlag

February 13

Zach Crowley

February 16

Denise Kantrowitz

February 22

Merle Turitz

February 24

Tyler Magnes

February 28

Angelique Horowitz

If you are celebrating a milestone year, whether it
be birthday or anniversary, please let me know so
others may celebrate with you.
Contact: Marcie Rabinowitz
570-629-2994 yidkydz@gmail.com
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February Yahrzeit List

February 1

Shevat 05

Esther Zubow
Marcia Sagofsky

February 16

Shevat 20

Morris Zimmerman
Barney Katon

February 2

Shevat 06

Sam Block
Mary Merkin
Katherine Anderson
Rebecca Cohen

February 18

Shevat 22

Mamie Farber
Julius Rabinowitz

February 19

Shevat 23

Isaac Yenofsky

February 21

Shevat 25

Floyd Crawn, Sr
Sylvia Zacher
Benjamin Kimmel

February 22

Shevat 26

Rose Beckenstein
Sarah Getz
Fannier Blick
David Vogel

February 23

Shevat 27

Jacob Isaac
Marion Bornstein

February 24

Shevat 28

Marilyn Margolies

February 25

Shevat 29

Sarah Brown
Florence Edelstein
Samuel Land

February 26

Shevat 30

Katie Goldman
Harry Krumper
Harold Cheslow
Chaim Berlin
Victor Taylor

February 27

Adar 01

Sadie Nadelman
Ruth Parish
Steve Philippsberg

February 28

Adar 02

Lillian Berkhof
Ruth Josephs
Meyer Woodnick
Myrna Levin

February 3

Shevat 07

Rhoda Schuchman
Martha Manley

February 5

Shevat 09

Louis Katz
Birdie Steir

February 6

Shevat 10

Ida Odzer
Bernice Pollan
Louis Rosenblum

February 8

Shevat 12

Minnie Ehrlichman
Davora Ehrlich

February 9

Shevat 13

Rose Rubin Glantz
Leo Cabelly
Rebecca Lax
Regina Brown

February 10

Shevat 14

Simon Krawitz
Miriam Cahn
Ruth Newman

February 11

Shevat 15

Bernard Postol
Julius Polinger
Ben Meyers
Lois Crawn

February 12

Shevat 16

Dorothy Reiter

February 14

Shevat 18

Gertrude Sommers
Rachel Forster
Kathryn Petie Cohen
Harry Magnes
Esther Iskowitz

Page 14

TEMPLE ISRAEL OF THE POCONOS

Edition 628

March Yahrzeit List

March 2

March 3

Adar 04

Adar 05

Gertrude Kimmel
George A. Zussman
Theodore Cahn
Gertrude Bodenstein
Anne Tremper
Ida Jolley

March 4

Adar 06

Hilda C Brown
Yetta Silverman

March 5

Adar 07

Irving Jacobs
Solomon Gabin
Rose Dwoskin

March 6

Adar 08

Rose Summers
Benjamin Wilkins
Samuel Libfield
Jack Goliger
Richard Moskovitz

March 13

Adar 15

Melisse Rosen Shifrin

March 14

Adar 16

Ida Rood
Alfred Berkhof
Henry Reader
Frances Isaac

March 15

Adar 17

Harry Hymowitz
Frederick Berkowitz
Morris Friedman

March 16

Adar 18

Howard Schuchman
Benjamin Gelber
Marshall Feinsilber

March 19

Adar 21

Louis Beckenstein
Mordecai Levy

March 20

Adar 22

Alexandra Starr
Elsie Greenberg
Jill Schulman

March 21

Adar 23

Max Effross
Sidney Wolfe
Louis Nadelman
Isidore Diamond
Charles Steinberg

March 7

Adar 09

Emil Hertz
Morris Cantor
Harold Levin
Rose Berger
Milton Miller
Bernard G. Levy

March 8

Adar 10

Nathan Garfinkel
Lisbeth Breslauer
Ruth Rosenthal
Pearl Yark
Hannah Miller

March 23

Adar 25

Gavriel Sandler
Myriam Monsonego
Jonathan Sandler
Aryeh Sandler
Howard Schuchman

March 9

Adar 11

Mae Block

March 24

Adar 26

Nettie Oloff

March 10

Adar 12

Harry Kleinfeld

March 25

Adar 27

March 11

Adar 13

Barbara Zieffert
Dora Chamrock
Frances Tremper

Isidore Kaufman
Ceila Soloman
Solomon Silverman

March 27

Adar 29

Charles Schuchman
Erna Eisemann

March 28

Nisan 01

Joseph Cedar

March 31

Nisan 04

Benjamin Silverman

March 12

Adar 14

Rachel Solomon
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NOW IT’S EASIER THAN EVER BEFORE TO SPONSOR AN
ONEG OR A KIDDUSH LUNCHEON
YOU CAN CELEBRATE A BIRTHDAY, ANNIVERSARY, LIFE
CYCLE EVENT OR JUST BECAUSE.....
TEMPLE ISRAEL OF THE POCONOS
KOSHER KITCHEN ANNOUNCES
SHABBAT ONEG AND KIDDUSH LUNCHEONS
Friday Night Oneg: $75
Package includes cakes, cookies, fresh fruit in season, hot
coffee, milk, sweeteners, seltzer and cold beverages.
Shabbat Kiddush-Luncheon: $125
Package includes 4 different salads, veggie platter, fresh fruits
of the season, assorted cakes and/or cookies, hot coffee, milk,
sweeteners, seltzer/cold beverages.
Each package is priced for 25 people.
Other special request items (including lox) are available upon
request and for an additional fee; please contact me to design
your own special event. For scheduling, availability and more
information contact: Lois LaBarca at 421-6103
Sponsored Kiddush Luncheons must be arranged at least 2 weeks before the requested date.
Dates must be given to Lois by phone or email and NOT during or following Shabbat Services.
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WE ALL HAVE SIMCHAS AND NACHES IN OUR LIFE
CELEBRATE AND COMMEMORATE WITH ANY OF THE FOLLOWING...
SEND WARM THOUGHTS
Give Marcie Rabinowitz a call at 570-629-2994 or e-mail her at yidkydz@gmail.com and let
someone know you’re thinking of them. For a small contribution to the Hessed Fund,
Marcie will send a card wishing a Happy Birthday, Congratulations, Mazel Tov, Get Well or
Condolences. A notice will appear in this bulletin, as well. When you call, please leave all the
information needed.
TREE OF LIFE AND MEMORIALS
Add a leaf to the Tree of Life to celebrate births, birthdays, marriages, bar and bat mitzvahs, or
any other special event for a minimum contribution of $150. Remember loved ones with a
Memorial Plaque at a minimum contribution of $600 for members, $850 for non-members.
Contact the Temple Office at 570-421-8781.
ENDOWMENT FUND
It’s always a great time to make a contribution. Make your check out to “Temple Israel.”
Another thought to consider, remember Temple Israel in your will.
Call the Temple office at 570-421-8781 or tipoc@ptd.net
Honor or Remember Someone Special
with a Bookplate
A bookplate can be placed in a Siddur, the
weekly prayer book we use every Friday evening
and Shabbat morning, or in a machzor, the prayer
book which is used on the High Holidays.
Remember a special occasion such as a birthday,
anniversary, bnei mitzvah or any other occasion you
want to note for a relative or friend. You can also
place a dedication in someone’s memory.
A
nameplate with the donor, recipient, and occasion
will be inserted. The minimum donation is $50.

Contact Herb Rosen, 424-1161, or at herbr12@ptd.net.

Do you need a Mi Sheberach Recited?
When you can’t make services, but would like a prayer said on behalf of someone
important to you, please don’t hesitate to call the synagogue and leave a message
on the Temple answering machine for Rabbi Melman so that your prayers
will be included in our services.

Page 17

TEMPLE ISRAEL OF THE POCONOS

Edition 628

FROM YOUR MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE…..
we offer you a challenge!
We need everyone to help with this. Surely you know individuals and
families who have no affiliation with a Synagogue.
Encourage them to become members of our Temple Israel Family!

If every family brings in one individual or family,
think of the possibilities!

At Temple events, be they regular Shabbat Services or a social occasion,
introduce yourself to anyone you don’t recognize. You’ll make new friends
and assist us in enlarging our family.

YOU CAN BE PART OF OUR SUCCESS!!
For information please contact:
Dr. Sandra Alfonsi
223-7062
sanalfonsi@aol.com

or Temple Israel 421-8781

Please leave a phone number so that we may return your call.

16 shevat 13

12

23 shevat 20

30 shevat 27

19

26

Make up day for
snow days for Hebrew School

9 shevat 6

5

18 shevat 15

25 shevat 22

2 adar

26 shevat 23

19 shevat 16

12 shevat 9

Wed
5 shevat 2

Fri

7 shevat 4

28 shevat 25

Candlelighting:
5:28 p.m.

27 shevat 24

Shabbat Dinner—see
flyer on page 6

15 shevat

Sat
8 shevat

29 shevat

22 shevat

Kiddush/luncheon
sponsored by:
Michael Newman

21 shevat 18
Candlelighting:
5:20 p.m.

20 shevat 17

Candlelighting:
5:12 p.m.

14 shevat 11

Candlelighting:
5:03 p.m.

3

13 shevat 10

Thu
6 shevat

TEMPLE ISRAEL OF THE POCONOS

Hebrew School
5:00—7:00 p.m.

1 adar 28

Hebrew School
5:00—7:00 p.m.

24 shevat 21

Hebrew School
5:00—7:00 p.m.

17 shevat 14

1

February 2017

11 shevat 8

Tue

Hebrew School
5:00—7:00 p.m.

10 shevat 7

Saturday morning services begin at 9:30 a.m.

Sun
Mon
Friday night services begin at 8:00 p.m.

◄
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NEW NUMBER: 570-977-0134

Please tell our advertisers you saw their ad here.

Temple Israel Newsletter, Edition 628 February 2017 published
monthly at Temple Israel of the Poconos, 711 Wallace Street,
Stroudsburg, PA 18360. (570) 421-8781/tipoc@ptd.net.
For information concerning this publication contact Barbara Rosenberg,
Editor, (570) 894-4537/barb74@ptd.net.
Now on the web at: www.templeisraelofthepoconos.org

All submissions are subject to review by the editorial committee.
Please submit all articles for consideration to:
Barbara Rosenberg
570-894-4537 or barb74@ptd.net

PLEASE NOTE THE DEADLINE FOR THE
NEXT ISSUE OF YOUR NEWSLETTER:
MARCH: FEBRUARY 15

Temple Israel of the Poconos is located at 711 Wallace Street
in Stroudsburg. Friday evening services begin at 8:00 p.m. and
Saturday Shabbat Services begin at 9:30 a.m.
ALL ARE WELCOME!

