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BROKEN MATZOHS
© 2017 by Rabbi Baruch Binyamin HaKohen Melman

Once we break a matzoh, like Humpty Dumpty, we cannot put it back
together again. No matter how hard we try. It is fractured beyond repair.
So too with relationships. Communal or personal. Once broken, they
cannot be put together as before. But who says it has to be put back together
exactly as before? Can't we just take all the broken pieces and soak them in
milk, add some eggs and fry them over a hot stove? And then add copious
amounts of jam?
That's good for a matzoh brei, maybe. If only it were that easy for human
relationships! People gossip, pass on hearsay and slander. Others, instead of
refusing to listen to rumors and slander, as the Torah requires us to do,
actually imagine it to be true and then they themselves pass it on, giving it
even more energy. And that was before the advent of email messaging, FB
posts and the internet itself, all which serve to amplify the damage and
preserve it for eternity. Once on Google, always on Google, whether true or
false. It's out there, and there is nothing you can do to make it go away.
Perhaps we can borrow an idea from the Purim story. King Ahasueros cannot
simply annul the edict to have all the Jews killed. Once it is out there, like
Google, it cannot be retracted or annulled or erased or expunged. It can only
be buried as deeply as possible so that it may appear many pages back, just
not the first thing that pops up on Google.

PLEASE NOTE:
BEGINNING IN JULY:
Executive Board
Meetings will take
place on Sunday
mornings at 10 a.m.
followed by a light
breakfast. You do not
have to be on the
Board of Directors to
attend.

NEXT EXECUTIVE
BOARD MEETING:
Wednesday,
April 5th, 7:00 p.m.

The king sent out a new edict, permitting the Jews to fight back in self
defense (as if we needed his permission). The point is that today, the only
way to combat slander against us is to create new facts, performing more
mitzvoth, doing more acts of loving kindness for others. In short, we are
writing ourselves a new Book of Life, to be opened and examined next Yom
Ki -Purim. It is good to connect Purim with Pesach because they both
celebrate geulah - redemption. We begin the year in Nissan with the
redemption, of Passover, and we end the year in Adar with the redemption
of Purim.
The key to redemption, at least on the personal level, is given to us twice
each day, when we say the shema and its three paragraphs. We kiss our
fringes when we say the word tzeetzeet. Tzeetzeet is usually defined as
fringes. But the word, tzeetz, by itself, has a slightly different, more
nuanced meaning. Tzeetz means spark. A Tzeetz Eloki is a Divine Spark.
So our heads may be at the center of our universe, but we are to recognize
the humanity, every one of us, who has a Divine Spark within him or her, who
may be at the fringes of our personal concerns, or who may be at the fringes
of the community, looking for a way inside. We are to take all the fringes and
bring them together, and kiss them. This is so deep. That is how we fix our
matzahs! Too many of us go through life as broken matzos or are inadvertently breaking the matzos of others, Let us think of this as we break the
Middle Matzoh at our seders this year. A kusherin und zissen Pesach to all. A
Sweet and Kosher Passover!
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A MESSAGE FROM OUR PRESIDENT …… Dr. Sandra Alfonsi
Several months ago, I shared an article written by friend Rabbi Avi Schwartz who lives in Zichron Yaakov,
Israel. It is my pleasure to share another article that he just wrote.
PALMACH ZIONISM by Rabbi Avi Schwartz
What happened to Zionism?
It has become one tree with so many branches all going in different directions and basically losing its
essence.
Present day Zionists think Zionism is about indigenous rights, political action, and activism.
These are but the branches of the tree but not the trunk.
As the son of a great Palmach Warrior, Mordechai Schwartz, Motke Eish HaGarzen, Motke the Axeman,
the commander of the 21 Palmachnikim that conquered Mount Zion and saved 1,700 Jewish men, women,
and children from slaughter at Arab hands, I have been privileged to live and learn the essence of Zionism the tree of Zionism from a hero of Zionism.
We tend to forget the reality that was the Jewish situation over 100 hundred years ago. Humiliation.
Degradation. Depression. Extreme poverty. Hopelessness. Fear. An inferiority complex.
To understand why Zionism a century ago was basically a national youth movement led by idealistic teens
and young adults one must understand that the Jewish Youth wanted to create a Utopia, a Jewish Utopia.
The aim of Zionism, of Palmach Zionism was to create the New Jew! A Jew that would become an actual
moral superman, willing to do anything for one's fellow, to fulfill the Prophet's words and become "A light
unto the Nations". No obstacle was too great. No task too demanding. No request was too overwhelming.
As my Father ingrained in my heart, soul and mind the meaning of PaLMacH -Po Lo Maznichim Hever Here We Do Not Abandon a Friend.
I will just tell one of the many deeds my Father did (we did together) that taught me Palmach Zionism.
Before I do I have a question.
What would you do for a friend or a group of friends?

Continued on page 4
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Continued from page 3
What would you do to make a minyan, the quorum for prayer? I will tell you what my Father did.
While living in New York we had a neighbor who every High Holiday would attend the shul in West Philly,
where he grew up.
Seven years ago he asked us if we could travel to West Philly - some 200 miles from Brooklyn - to help
make minyan because the senior citizens had no one to turn to.
My Father, who was a man of 82 years old, in very poor and frail health, due to all the shrapnel he received
from his extraordinary heroic deeds he performed on the rooftop of the Saint Simeon Monastery, in the
Battle of Katamoun, agreed.
And so we traveled for Rosh HaShannah, made the minyan, and returned. Eight days later we did the same
for Yom Kippur. And we returned. Four days later we did the same for Sukkot. And we returned. Six days
later we did the same for Simchat Torah. And we returned.
For five consecutive years my Father traveled 1,600 miles, in great agony and discomfort, within a three
week period because of PaLMacH - Here We Don't Abandon a Friend - Zionism.
He had traveled 9,000 miles within those five years to assist others.
One particular year, he fell two weeks before the High Holidays and broke his rib. A very painful injury.
When I asked, "ABBA. Do we go or not?"
He answered, "Palmach or no Palmach? Palmach. Bandage me up and let's go."
And so, in great pain my Father traveled all those miles and sat in shul for each of the services, lasting hours
(and fasting on Yom Kippur) for all the holidays of the season.
This is but one of many deeds performed by one who understands and lives by the essence of Zionism which is to create a society of superhuman beings whose sense of brotherhood and sisterhood is on the
highest moral, ethical and honorable levels possible.
Palmach Zionism - Brotherhood and Sisterhood
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TRADITIONAL FIRST SEDER
Monday, April 10, 2017
$35 adult members
$45 adult non-members
$10 children under 13 yrs. old

It is not too late to make your
reservations.
Contact Dr. Sandra Alfonsi
at 570-992-3332

Don’t miss out on sharing a traditional
Seder with your Temple family.
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Golan Chapter of Hadassah Invites you to an

B”H

ISRAELI CABARET
EVENING
CELEBRATING

ISRAELI INDEPENDENCE DAY
Starring

YOEL SHARABI
& HIS BAND

SUNDAY
MAY 14, 2017
6:00 PM — 10:00 PM

$18 PER PERSON
INCLUDES LIGHT ISRAELI BUFFET BYOB KOSHER WINE
Contact: DR. SANDRA ALFONSI
570-994-3332
Limited Seating—Reserve Early—Doors Open at 5:45 PM
TEMPLE ISRAEL OF THE POCONOS
711 WALLACE STREET, STROUDSBURG, PA
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HEBREW SCHOOL
CLASS SCHEDULE FOR APRIL
Sunday, April 2, 9:00—11:00 Chocolate Seder
Tuesday, April 4, Class 5:00—7:-00
Tuesday, April 11 NO CLASS
Tuesday, April 18 NO CLASS
Tuesday, April 25, Class 5:00—7:00

Edition 630
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The Jewish Children's Learning CIRCLE
of Temple Israel of the Poconos
Rabbi Baruch Melman, Principal
Mrs. Debbie Smith, Administrative Director
PASSOVER IS COMING!
We are all looking forward to another CHOCOLATE Model Seder! Everything
is chocolate. Even the plates!
We will soon all be learning or reviewing the 4 questions, which many of us
will have a chance to ask at our own seders this year, aside from the FIRST
NIGHT SEDER at Temple Israel of the Poconos.
Also, we will be learning the Passover story and many of the customs and
ceremonies that make Pesach so memorable.
We will be reviewing songs such as Dayeinu, Chad Gadya, Echad Mi Yodea,
Adir Hu and Eliyahu HaNavee.
Sadly, most of these joyous songs are found at the very end of the
Hagaddah, and so when almost everyone at the community seder gets up
to leave after the meal ends, but before the second half of the seder even
begins, these beautiful songs become orphans of our assimilation, hefker ownerless, and abandoned. It needn't be that way. Let us, all our families
stay to the end, and for at least this one night, sing it loud and sing it
proud!
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ADIR HU, AFIKOMON, BITTER HERB, CHAD GADYA,
CHAMETZ, CHAROSET, EGYPT, ELIJAH, EXODUS, FREEDOM,
HAGGADA, HALLEL, ISRAELITES, KARPAS, MATZA, MOTZI,
NISSAN, PESACH, RED SEA, ROASTED EGG, SEDER, SHANKBONE,
UNLEAVENED BREAD, WINE
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ASK THE RABBI
© 2017 by Rabbi Baruch Binyamin Hakohen Melman
Dear Rabbi,
I recently heard someone say that Nissan, the Hebrew month of Passover, is the first month of the
year. But I always was taught that Tishrei, the month of the High Holidays, is the
beginning of the year. After all, isn't Rosh Hashana the Jewish New Year?
Confused, not Dazed
***************************************************************************
Dear CND,
Great question!
To be brief, you are absolutely correct. But so is your friend!
Passover marks the Jewish People's birth as a nation. Nissan is the month of our liberation from Egypt, and thus
our national birth, transforming ourselves from a tribal collective with a shared heritage, to now a nation in search
of its state.
In fact the very first mitzvah in the Torah after our liberation from Egypt, now as a nation, was to set up our very
own Hebrew calendar. After all, a slave has no control over his time. A slave does not have his own time. So now
that we are finally a free nation, in recognition of our newly found state of freedom, our first mitzvah was to make
our own calendar, and then designate the month of Abib, the month of Passover, now called Nissan, as our first
month. A slave is not the master of his own time. Only is a free man capable of owning his own time. Then again,
someone who is ill and sensing his or her own impending mortality, is said to be living on "borrowed" time.
Now Tishrei is actually the seventh month in the Hebrew calendar, with Nissan, as explained above, being the first.
The seventh month, just like the seventh day, is imbued with holiness. Shabbat is a Day of Return for our soul, a
day of spiritual refreshment. Indeed, the root meaning of Shabbat has as its essence, the word Shav, ,meaning
"return." As the soul returns to its Divine source on the Sabbath, the seventh day, so too, do we use the seventh
month, as a time of return. Hence, the period of Teshuvah, of returning.
Creation, itself, has its Shuva/Teshuvah on the seventh DAY. The Children of Israel have their Shuva/Teshuvah in
the seventh MONTH. And the Land of Israel, Eretz Yisrael, has a year off, with the land mandated to lie fallow, in
the seventh YEAR, called the Shemittah year. In each case you have a tale of returning, whether it's the Cosmos,
the Children of Israel, or the Land of Israel.
The names we use today for our Hebrew months are actually their Babylonian names, which we took back with us
when Cyrus of Persia permitted the Jews to return to rebuild our nation and our Temple. Originally, most of the
Hebrew "names" for the months were simply numbers, with Abib (or Aviv), being the first month. All the other
months were known by numbers, to reference how close or how far it was to the month of celebrating our liberation
and birth.
In similar fashion, originally the names of the days of the week were simply numbers, indicating how close we were
to the Sabbath. Sunday, for instance, is called Yom Rishon, or the First Day TOWARDS Shabbat (or the first day
AFTER the last Shabbat). Monday is Yom Sheni, etc. The only day that truly matters, the one day which elevates our
neshamas (souls) to a sense of harmony with the Divine, is Shabbat. The other days are merely guideposts through
time, helping us locate Shabbat's holy presence in our midst. The names for the days of the week which we use today are but the relics of European paganism.
In the secular culture in which we live, no day is really any more special than the next. Our phones and computers
buzz all day and every day, beckoning us to respond. Indeed, we have become slaves once again, to an idol
fashioned after our obsessions with self, selfies and materialism.
Only the Shabbat sets us free, centering us in alignment with Divine imperatives, whether we live in times of Pax
Romana or Pax Americana. It is a gateway of returning. It takes the hollowness of our lives and makes them holy
once more.
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SLATE OF OFFICERS
2017 — 2018
President

Sandra Alfonsi

1st Vice President

Barry Tremper

2nd Vice President

Sam Newman

Secretary

Barbara Rosenberg

Treasurer

Norman Rabinowitz

Assistant Treasurer

Herb Rosen

Sitting Past President

Suzanne Tremper

3 yr. Trustee

Dave Rosenberg

2 yr. Trustee

Ivan Margolies
Mitchell Marcus
Bernie Driller

1 yr. Trustee

Morris Janowski
Esther Marlyn Clarke
Merle Turitz

As presented to the Board of Directors by the
Nominating Committee
(Charles Cahn and Irving Effross)

There will be a Congregational Meeting on Sunday May 7th at 10:00 a.m.
for the purpose of voting on the above Slate of Officers.
Please plan to attend.
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ALITI - THE ADULT LEARNING INSTITUTE OF TEMPLE ISRAEL
PRESENTS AN EXCITING NEW SLATE OF CLASSES FOR
WEDNESDAY EVENINGS!

ALL CLASSES ARE TAUGHT IN ENGLISH AND ANY HEBREW
IS ALWAYS ACCOMPANIED BY A TRANSLATION.
ALL CLASSES ARE FREE FOR MEMBERS
COME FOR ALL OR ONLY FOR SOME
SCHEDULE OF CLASSES AS FOLLOWS:

WEDNESDAYS
5:00 PM

KABBALISTIC SECRETS OF HEBREW WORDS

5:20 PM

MISHNA/TALMUD OVERVIEW
EVERY 2 WEEKS WE STUDY SOMETHING NEW
ALWAYS FRESH AND INTERESTING

6:00 PM

JEWISH LITERACY REVIEW
THE TOP 1,000 THINGS EVERY JEW SHOULD KNOW

6:30 PM

JEWISH ETHICS. CHALLENGING ETHICAL SCENARIOS.
BECOMING A MENSCH. DISCUSSIONS ENCOURAGED.

7:00 PM

YIDDISH WITH BERNIE!
DISCOVER THE JOYS OF SPEAKING YIDDISH!

7:30 PM

CRASH COURSE IN HEBREW READING!
BECOME A FLUENT READER IN 10 WEEKS OR LESS!

AND OF COURSE ON TUESDAY AND THURSDAY MORNINGS WE CONTINUE WITH OUR
WEEKLY PARASHA PREVIEW FROM 10:40 AM TO 11:50 AM. PLEASE COME AND JOIN US!
NEW STUDENTS ALWAYS WELCOME!
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DID YOU KNOW?
© 2017 by Rabbi Baruch Melman

Did you know that at our seders we are to use our very finest
tableware?
Now, it is traditional to have two sets of fine china - one for
Passover and one for the rest of the year. Milk and meat dishes
for year round, and milk and meat dishes for Passover.
So now what about glass? If you have beautiful glassware, can
you use it for year round?
Yes. You can't boil glass without the risk of breaking it, So
instead we immerse the glassware in water for three days,
usually in the bathtub.
Using cold water, let the glass sit immersed for three days,
changing the water each of the three days. This is how we
kasher glassware. In a sense, it is like immersing in the
mikva. Three immersions will do it. Whether three dunks for
a person, or three days of soaking for glassware.
Ceramics and china, CANNOT be koshered for Passover. Just
as you can't kasher treif china and make it kosher, so too you
can't kasher year round china and make it kosher for Passover.
May we all have a kosher and sweet Passover!
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PASSOVER - CHILDREN OF THE YEAST
© 2017 by Rabbi Baruch Binyamin Hakohen Melman
B'nai Yisrael, the Children of Israel, are called an AM SEGULA. This is often translated as "treasured nation." Sometimes even as "chosen nation." To be a treasured nation is admittedly very nice, as is also the status of being a
chosen nation, although that carries some heavy baggage when it is interpreted by some as evidence of haughtiness and superiority.
But what about Israel's relationship to humanity? As Hillel said, "If I am only for myself, what am I?" Using these
terms on some level does violence to the sense of Israel being a nation that interfaces between the particular and
the general, between the national and the universal. We are also said to be a MAMLECHET KOHANIM, or a nation of
priests. Indeed, just as the kohein in the Temple traditionally served as the intermediary between Israel and G*d,
so too, as a mamlechet kohanim, or a "nation of priests," does the nation of Israel then serve as the intermediary
between G*d and the other nations of the world.
This status does not inhere automatically to Israel. Rather it applies only insofar as Israel is cognizant of its role via
its consciousness of fealty to the idea of mitzvah, that G*d's blessings pour down over an Israel that is consciously
connected to its relationship with the Divine, and that we have the kavannah, or intention, that the performance of
a mitzvah reverberates with positive energy not only for ourselves but for the benefit of humanity at large.
Note that in Deut. 26:19, the verse reads, "ULETITCHA ELYON AL KAWL HAGOYIM...,
to give you height over all the other nations.."
This is not the height of arrogance. Rather, this is the height of service. As Israel is a mamlechet kohanim, a nation
of priests, Israel is a kohein, or holy servant, to the other nations on Earth. This does not mean supremacy!
Rather, the Torah is teaching us that in order for Hashem's blessings for Israel to also reach and bring blessing to all
the other nations of the world, Israel must position herself high through her allegiance to Torah. Through her becoming spiritually elevated and raised up through living by the ways of the Torah, subsequently the"spillage" from
this pouring down of the heavenly blessings will affect everyone.
Israel's mission is to bring blessing upon all the earth through her lofty role of service to the One G*d. The point of
Torah is in our sharing of our blessings with the world. The Nation of Israel should be a source of blessing for the
world, precisely because of our fealty to Torah.
Why is the Dead Sea dead? Because it only receives. It never gives out life sustaining waters. Thus the salts accumulate to toxic levels. Sea salt gives life, but only in very small quantities.
The Golan, by contrast, is bursting with life and vibrancy year round. Its fresh, living waters sustain and replenish
Yam Kineret, the Sea of Galilee, whose waters sustain all Israel. And the Torah emanating from Yerushalayim and
Tzfat, and indeed from all the heights of Torah, waters and gives spiritual nourishment to all Israel and to the world
at large.
Rabbeinu always taught that "the world so much NEEDS the Jews to be good yidden." In other words, there is NO
dichotomy between being a good Jew and being a good human being. Just the opposite! We are better human
beings, doing our part for all humanity, by becoming the best Jews possible! So now the folk and the cosmologic
senses of the word "segula" align themselves in a neat symmetry.
Israel has the opportunity of being a catalyst for blessing for all the nations of the world. Indeed, this is a fulfillment
of the Abrahamic blessing that "all the nations will be blessed through you." Israel, in a sense, now becomes the
yeast for the whole world. As yeast is the catalyst in baking, so too is Israel that transforming agent of change
which has the awesome capability of uplifting all of humanity. Just as yeast is among the least of the ingredients, so
too is Israel the least populous of the nations. Just as yeast is less than tasty when eaten as a meal in itself, so too
does Israel shine less when consumed solely in a self-absorbed disinterest with the fate of humanity.
Now we understand on the deepest level why we totally eradicate any presence of chametz on Passover, the holiday
marking our new status finally as a nation among the other nations of the world. The special zero-tolerance status for yeast on Passover now makes sense. The very energy expended in our total obsession with its eradication is
only meant to underline and call attention to the "yeast" status of the Jewish people vis a vis its relationship to humanity. By calling attention to yeast/leaven so explicitly, the Torah wants us to understand on our national birthday
(Passover) our special "yeast role" in the universe.
Continued on page 13
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PASSOVER - CHILDREN OF THE YEAST
Continued from page 12
In all other areas of kashruth a miniscule amount of a forbidden substance is "tolerated" if it exists in a certain
miniscule percentage in relation to the permitted ingredients (usually a 1/60 ratio). Not so with yeast on Passover.
It has the status of "assur bemashehoo," i.e., it is forbidden "in any amount" (shulchan aruch: siman taf mem zayin, se'eef dalet).
Israel, in its status as exemplar of liberation from Egyptian oppression, bondage and servitude, becomes on a
symbolic level at least, the inspiration for all humanity to aspire to freedom from every type of oppression. Our
Exodus is the model for all future exodi. Our salvation is the model for all future salvations, as is likewise our
redemption in the land of Israel a precursor and model for ultimate world redemption- if only we and our leaders
believe it ourselves and if only the world were to lift its veil of hatred and open its eyes.
By the special status and attention which the Torah pays to actual, real, live yeast in the Exodus narrative and to its
accompanying rites of memory and reenactment, so too should we therefore be cognizant of the people of Israel's
symbolic and yet very real status as yeast/catalysts in the rising pungent ferment that is humanity. The more we
consciously incorporate Judaism into our lives, the sooner we help elevate all humanity, including ourselves, to
achieve the end stage of glorious redemption and peace, and thereby fulfill our true destiny as an "am segula," as a
Catalyst Nation, the Religion/Nation of the Yeast.
Ignorance of the true meaning of the term segula has resulted in tragedy in both directions: misplaced haughtiness
and arrogance on the part of some Jews who in righteous tribal anger circle the proverbial wagons to shut out the
outside modern world, and has tragically provided ammunition to antisemites who claim that our so-called claim to
a chosen status implies a claim of superiority which somehow justifies a negative response.
When we want something good for someone we often say, "do this as a segula." Or sometimes it is said, "say this
prayer at the kotel for forty days to find your soul mate as a segula," or "recite this psalm on behalf of sick person
as a segula," or "wear this amulet as a segula." So clearly, at least in the folk mind, a segula has the sense of being
a catalyst, of bringing about positive change on some level.
As role models for tzedaka, culture, agriculture, education, science, the arts and humanities, with leadership roles in
progressive movements for social justice, equality and better working conditions for all, Israel's light shines brightly.
We are a segula indeed. We are not perfect. If we had to be perfect we would have given up long ago. We make
mistakes. We miss the mark at times. But we are trying our best.
Pesach is the celebration and reenaction of the birthing of the Jewish people. Mitzrayim, Egypt, means narrow
straits. We passed through the narrow straits, the birth canal, into freedom. We were born in order to receive the
Torah, to bring its message and its teaching to the world. There is One G*d who is our Heavenly Father, our Avinu
shebaShamayim, who created us and who loves us, and who wants us to love each other as we love ourselves (EX
19:18). As Hillel responded, when asked what is the central message of the Torah: "that which is hateful to you, do
not do unto others. All the rest is commentary."
Chag Sameach!

© 2017 by Rabbi Baruch Binyamin HaKohen Melman

Page 16

TEMPLE ISRAEL OF THE POCONOS

April Yahrzeit List
April 1

Nisan 05

Edna Koshar
Theodore Getz
Marvin Steinberg

April 2

Nisan 06

Rachel Waterman
Thelma Konowitz
Samuel Feuerman

April 3

Nisan 07

Stella Kaufman

April 4

Nisan 08

William Silverman

April 5

Nisan 09

Rachel Zdoresky
Mitchel Postol
Mollie Silverman

April 8

Nisan 12

Daniel Pehr
Jean Schwartz

April 10

Nisan 14

Samuel Balick
Florence Parnes
Alexander August
Theodore Steinberg
Hilda Shulman

April 12

Nisan 16

Louis M. Block

April 13

Nisan 17

Rachel Bair

April 14

Nisan 18

Lillian Dorfman
Sam Ehrlichman

April 15

Nisan 19

Leila May Parkhurst

April 16

Nisan 20

Samuel Lax
Marion Feinsilber

April 17

Nisan 21

Nathan Rosen
Blanche Bernstein

April 18

Nisan 22

Dr. Kurt Philippsberg

April 19

Nisan 23

Harriet Zdoresky
Deborah Singman

April 21

Nisan 25

David Bernbaum
Sarah Wimer

April 23

Nisan 27

Rose Burros
Sarah Leiser
Abraham Berkman

April 24

Nisan 28

William Odzer

April 25

Nisan 29

Herman Brown

April 26

Nisan 30

Maynard Abeloff
Benjamin Sadagursky

April 29

Iyyar 03

William Westheimer

Edition 630
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May Yahrzeit List
May 1

May 2

Iyar 05

Iyar 06

Simon Goldberg
Max Berman
Barbara Gross
Helen Driller

May 15

Iyar 19

Rachel Jollowskly

May 16

Iyar 20

Florence Goldstein
Julius Reader
Leo Feinsilber

Caroline Rosenzweig
Israel Malbin
Neil Kevin Finkel

May 17

Iyar 21

Philip Goldstein

May 18

Iyar 22

Harry Smulyan

May 19

Iyar 23

Arthur Silverwater

May 20

Iyar 24

Stanley Iskowitz
Arthur Jolley

May 21

Iyar 25

Robert Dean Cohen
Sadye Rosenzweig

May 23

Iyar 27

Abraham Userowitz

May 27

Sivan 02

Minnie Glaser
Jane Spears

May 28

Sivan 03

Amanda Canarte
Ann Margolies

May 4

Iyar 08

Anna Rabinowitz
Myron Ehrlich

May 5

Iyar 09

Annie Reader
Harry Forster
Jerry Sugarman

May 6

Iyar 10

Masha Trumpaitzky

May 8

Iyar 12

Sonya Fisher
Frances Forster

May 9

Iyar 13

Abraham Lichetenbaum

May 11

Iyar 15

William Brown

May 13

Iyar 17

Beatrice Joseph

May 29

Sivan 04

May 14

Iyar 18

Edward I. Odzer
Jacob Bernbaum
Murray Abeloff

Sophie Fleischmann
Elsie Stelzer

May 30

Sivan 05

Carl Greenberg
Irma Reicher

May 31

Sivan 06

Morton Silverman

A Memorial Plate has been purchased by Selena and Erin Mills
in memory of Selena’s Grandfather, Irving Karpe.
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April Anniversaries
April 03

Jack & Hannah Shevrin

April 20

David & Barbara Rosenberg

April Birthdays
April 04

Jeanie Kurrzrok

April 05

Aubrey Harter
Charles Feinstein

April 10

Janina Nissel

April 11

Shoshana McGowan

April 16

Bruce Brownstein
Jacob Smith

April 23

Robin Bair
Leni Eisemann

April 25

Joshua Herschlag

If you are celebrating a milestone year, whether it
be birthday or anniversary, please let me know so
others may celebrate with you.
Contact: Marcie Rabinowitz
570-629-2994 yidkydz@gmail.com
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WE ALL HAVE SIMCHAS AND NACHES IN OUR LIFE
CELEBRATE AND COMMEMORATE WITH ANY OF THE FOLLOWING...
SEND WARM THOUGHTS
Give Marcie Rabinowitz a call at 570-629-2994 or e-mail her at yidkydz@gmail.com and let
someone know you’re thinking of them. For a small contribution to the Hessed Fund,
Marcie will send a card wishing a Happy Birthday, Congratulations, Mazel Tov, Get Well or
Condolences. A notice will appear in this bulletin, as well. When you call, please leave all the
information needed.
TREE OF LIFE AND MEMORIALS
Add a leaf to the Tree of Life to celebrate births, birthdays, marriages, bar and bat mitzvahs, or
any other special event for a minimum contribution of $150. Remember loved ones with a
Memorial Plaque at a minimum contribution of $600 for members, $850 for non-members.
Contact the Temple Office at 570-421-8781.
ENDOWMENT FUND
It’s always a great time to make a contribution. Make your check out to “Temple Israel.”
Another thought to consider, remember Temple Israel in your will.
Call the Temple office at 570-421-8781 or tipoc@ptd.net
Honor or Remember Someone Special
with a Bookplate
A bookplate can be placed in a Siddur, the
weekly prayer book we use every Friday evening
and Shabbat morning, or in a machzor, the prayer
book which is used on the High Holidays.
Remember a special occasion such as a birthday,
anniversary, bnei mitzvah or any other occasion you
want to note for a relative or friend. You can also
place a dedication in someone’s memory.
A
nameplate with the donor, recipient, and occasion
will be inserted. The minimum donation is $50.

Contact Herb Rosen, 424-1161, or at herbr12@ptd.net.

Do you need a Mi Sheberach Recited?
When you can’t make services, but would like a prayer said on behalf of someone
important to you, please don’t hesitate to call the synagogue and leave a message
on the Temple answering machine for Rabbi Melman so that your prayers
will be included in our services.
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NOW IT’S EASIER THAN EVER BEFORE TO SPONSOR AN
ONEG OR A KIDDUSH LUNCHEON
YOU CAN CELEBRATE A BIRTHDAY, ANNIVERSARY, LIFE
CYCLE EVENT OR JUST BECAUSE.....
TEMPLE ISRAEL OF THE POCONOS
KOSHER KITCHEN ANNOUNCES
SHABBAT ONEG AND KIDDUSH LUNCHEONS
Friday Night Oneg: $75
Package includes cakes, cookies, fresh fruit in season, hot
coffee, milk, sweeteners, seltzer and cold beverages.
Shabbat Kiddush-Luncheon: $125
Package includes 4 different salads, veggie platter, fresh fruits
of the season, assorted cakes and/or cookies, hot coffee, milk,
sweeteners, seltzer/cold beverages.
Each package is priced for 25 people.
Other special request items (including lox) are available upon
request and for an additional fee; please contact me to design
your own special event. For scheduling, availability and more
information contact: Lois LaBarca at 421-6103
Sponsored Kiddush Luncheons must be arranged at least 2 weeks before the requested date.
Dates must be given to Lois by phone or email and NOT during or following Shabbat Services.
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FROM YOUR MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE…..
we offer you a challenge!
We need everyone to help with this. Surely you know individuals and
families who have no affiliation with a Synagogue.
Encourage them to become members of our Temple Israel Family!

If every family brings in one individual or family,
think of the possibilities!

At Temple events, be they regular Shabbat Services or a social occasion,
introduce yourself to anyone you don’t recognize. You’ll make new friends
and assist us in enlarging our family.

YOU CAN BE PART OF OUR SUCCESS!!
For information please contact:
Dr. Sandra Alfonsi
223-7062
sanalfonsi@aol.com

or Temple Israel 421-8781

Please leave a phone number so that we may return your call.
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\7 nisan 24

28 nisan 25

YIZKOR

21 nisan 18

18 Candlelighting:
after 8:26

20 nisan 17

Candlelighting:
7:24 p.m.

16

TEMPLE SEDER

8 nisan 5

15 nisan 12

Tue

29 nisan 26

22 nisan 19

Candlelighting:
after 8:19 p.m.

4 nisan 11

13 nisan 10 10

9

Candlelighting:
7:18 p.m.

7 nisan 4

Mon

6 nisan 3

Sun

2

◄

9 nisan 6

30 nisan 27

23 nisan 20

16 nisan 13

Wed

April 2017
Fri

2 iyar

29

25 nisan 22

18 nisan 15

11 nisan 8

1

Sat

3 iyar

27 nisan

19 nisan

12 nisan

5 nisan
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Candlelighting
7:37

1 iyar 28

Candlelighting:
7:29 p.m.

24 nisan 21

Candlelighting:
7:22 p.m.

17 nisan 14

Candlelighting:
7:14 p.m.

10 nisan 7

Thu
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NEW NUMBER: 570-977-0134

Please tell our advertisers you saw their ad here.

Temple Israel Newsletter, Edition 630 April 2017 published
monthly at Temple Israel of the Poconos, 711 Wallace Street,
Stroudsburg, PA 18360. (570) 421-8781/tipoc@ptd.net.
For information concerning this publication contact Barbara Rosenberg,
Editor, (570) 894-4537/barb74@ptd.net.
Now on the web at: www.templeisraelofthepoconos.org

All submissions are subject to review by the editorial committee.
Please submit all articles for consideration to:
Barbara Rosenberg
570-894-4537 or barb74@ptd.net

PLEASE NOTE THE DEADLINE FOR THE
NEXT ISSUE OF YOUR NEWSLETTER:
MAY NEWSLETTER: APRIL 21

Temple Israel of the Poconos is located at 711 Wallace Street
in Stroudsburg. Friday evening services begin at 8:00 p.m. and
Saturday Shabbat Services begin at 9:30 a.m.
ALL ARE WELCOME!

