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GPCC  
Mission Statement 

 

Act as A Unified Voice of Business 
Dedicated to the Prosperity of all  

Commerce 
Leading to the Enhancement of  

the Quality of Life in our region and surrounding 
areas.  

Global Economic Outlook Dinner 
 

Dr. Jay Bryson, global economist for Wells Fargo Securities, will be 
the guest speaker at an Economic Outlook Dinner on Tuesday, March 
11, 2014 at Terraview at Stroudsmoor Country Inn at 6:00 p.m.  This 
event is sponsored by Wells Fargo and the cost to attend is $35.00 for 
Chamber Members, and $60.00 for Non-Members. 

Dr. Bryson joined Wachovia in 1998 to provide analysis on financial 
markets and macroeconomic developments in foreign economies.  Be-
fore joining Wachovia, Dr. Bryson was an economist in the Division of 
International Finance at the Federal Reserve Board in Washington, 
D.C.  From 1989 to 1992, Dr. Bryson was an assistant professor of eco-
nomics at the University of Alabama.  He also lectured on interna-

tional economics and macroeconomics at the School for Advanced International 
Studies at Johns Hopkins University and at Georgetown University. 

He has published in academic and popular economic journals and his 
comments on the economy regularly appear in The Wall Street Journal, 
the New York Times, and USA Today.  He also makes frequent appear-
ances on CNBC and Bloomberg TV.   

Dr. Bryson received his B.A. and Ph.D. degrees in economics from the 
University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill. 

For more information or to make a reservation, call the Greater Pocono Chamber of 
Commerce at 570-421-4433.   

 
 

        Dr. Jay Bryson  
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      March 2014 
                   Calendar of Events 
 
     
March 4………….....West End Committee 
                                   8:00 a.m.– Western Pocono  
                                   Community Library-Brodheadsville     
March 7…….....……Government Relation/Public Policy 
        Committee 
                                   8:00 a.m. - Stroud Township Bldg. - 
        Stroudsburg  
March 10………...…Education  Committee 
                                   11:00 a.m.– GPCC 
March 10……….......Business Card Exchange 
                                   5:30 p.m. – Siamsa’s Irish Pub -  
        Stroudsburg 
March 11 …...……...Women In Business Luncheon 
                                   Noon – Peppe’s Bistro -  
                                   East Stroudsburg 
March 11 …………...Economic Outlook Dinner 
        6:00 p.m. - Terraview at Stroudsmoor 
                                   Country Inn - Stroudsburg 
March 12 ….……….Econ Dev./Transportation Committee 
                                   8:00 a.m. – GPCC 
March 13 ……..…….Expo Committee 
                                   8:00 a.m. – GPCC 
March 18…...…...…Women in Business Committee 
        9:00 a.m.– GPCC  
March 21………...…Business Expo 
                                   10:00 a.m. - ESU’s Koehler Fieldhouse 
                                    East Stroudsburg 
March 24…...….......Finance Committee 
                                   7:45 a.m. – GPCC 
March 24…..…........Executive Committee 
                                   8:15 a.m.– GPCC 
March 25….…….....Board of Directors  
                                   8:30 a.m. - ESU Innovation Center -  
                                   East Stroudsburg  
March 28……...……Environmental Committee 
                                   8:00 a.m.– GPCC  
 
                            

Members in the News 
 

 
Laurie Van Kuren of Riger 
Marketing has joined the 
UHS Hospitals Foundation 
Board. UHS is a comprehen-
sive regional health system 
with locations throughout 
Broome, Chenango, Delaware 
and Tioga Counties in New 
York. Her duties as Trustee 
will be to design and achieve 
the fundraising goals of the 
Foundation and communicate 
the activities of the Founda-
tion to the community. A non-
profit health care organiza-
tion, the UHS Foundation is 
locally owned and governed by 
an all-volunteer Board of Di-
rectors. 

 
 “Pink is the color of hope and that’s exactly what the 
raised dollars are being used for,” states Staci Ann Beers, 
co-founder of the Pocono Health Foundations’ Hope for 
Strength Breast Cancer Fund. The Fund was created by 
her and her mother, Carole’ Ann F. Bowyer, after Beers’ 
2011 diagnosis.  Beers added, “It’s no longer a death sen-
tence when you get diagnosed.  There are so many new 
drugs and treatment plans that are now available and it’s 
our responsibility to educate the public as such.” 

The first 200 lift ticket purchasers received a free pink 
headband, compliments of Shawnee Mountain. The 
Guardians of the Ribbon’s Slate Belt chapter brought 
“Margaret” the pink fire truck and the “Share the Love” 
Subaru sponsored by Ertle Cars, welcomed visitors to sign 
the names and write messages for cancer victims and sur-
vivors. 
 
Although Beers no longer lives in the Poconos, she grew up 
here and wanted to help breast cancer patients in the com-

Business Card Exchange 
and other Sponsorships 

Available for 2014! 
Please contact  

Pat Metzgar at the  
Chamber at 570.421.4433 to find 
out which sponsorships fit your 

needs! 

Laurie Van Kuren  

L to r: Gary, Pocono 96.7, Mitch Bowyer, Carole' Ann F. Bowyer, Staci Ann 
Beers, Jim Tust, Shawnee Mountain, and Marynell Strunk, Pocono Health 

Foundation 
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munity.  She held one of her first jobs at Shawnee Moun-
tain so it seemed like a perfect fit. Bowyer helps to organ-
ize awareness events where all proceeds benefit the Fund. 
“We are very appreciative to Shawnee Mountain for their 
generous support; also to the volunteers, friends and fam-
ily that stopped by to help.  We met so many skiers who 
wanted to share their personal stories while supporting 
the Fund,” states Bowyer.  
 
The purpose of the Fund is to minimize the financial and 
emotional impact of breast cancer diagnoses and treat-
ment.  The Hope for Strength Breast Cancer Fund will pro-
vide up to $500 to both male and female breast cancer pa-
tients of the Dale and Frances Hughes Cancer Center for 
basic living expenses. Please visit the Fund’s website, 
www.hopeforstrength.com.   
 
Contact Carole’ Ann F. Bowyer at cabowyer@ptd.net or 
570 977-0872 for more information about the Hope for 
Strength Breast Cancer Fund and to hear how you can get 
involved.   
 
 
If you haven’t heard, there is a truly unique and wonderful 
program that has been operating in Pennsylvania for the 
past thirty-five years designed to teach our high school 
students why “free enterprise” is key to the American way 
of life.  Pennsylvania Free Enterprise Week (PFEW), 
internationally-acclaimed for its excellence, will graduate 
more than 2,000 students this coming summer with a 
vastly improved understanding about how free markets 
operate and what the challenges are that face all American 
companies, particularly those located in Pennsylvania. 

Each summer, PFEW holds five, one-week individual ses-
sions in July and August. The focus of the week is to group 
the participants (strangers at first) into “management 
teams” of senior executives who have inherited imaginary 
“companies.” These teams, under the guiding hands of an 
“executives-on-loan,” called Company Advisors, operate 
their firms for a computer-simulated three-year period of 
time. To add a sense of reality, they are competing against 

two other student “companies” manufacturing and distrib-
uting the same product.  Each day’s activities include four 
to five presentations from world-class business people from 
a list that reads like who’s who in Pennsylvania. The stu-
dents hear about: Business and Finance, the Role and Re-
lationship of Business and Government, Taxation, Busi-
ness Ethics, Labor Relations, and much, much more. Is it 
effective?  Said Sarah Minor from Coudersport Area Jun-
ior/Senior High School in Potter County, “I can tell you 
honestly that this was one of the most incredible opportuni-
ties that any young man or woman could ever possibly 
dream of having!  PFEW not only promises amazing speak-
ers and an amazing experience, it delivers on all of its 
promises 100%!  It really was an indescribable honor to be 
a part of PFEW and I recommend it to any teenager, even if 
they aren’t interested in business.  I will carry these memo-
ries forever!” 
 
The Chamber is proud to support PFEW to give our local 
students an eye-opening experience like Sarah described. 
We encourage our local companies and civic organizations 
to provide sponsorships for our students and, if possible, 
volunteers for the sessions. Every student attends PFEW 
on a fully tax-deductible $525 scholarship (the actual value 
of the scholarship exceeds $1,500) which is provided by a 
local firm. PFEW is also an approved organization through 
the PA Educational Improvement Tax Credit (EITC) pro-
gram through the Department of Community and Eco-
nomic Development. 
 
If you would like to learn more about this award-winning 
program and how you can help, you can visit their website 
at www.pfew.org or contact John Trombetta, President of 
the Foundation for Free Enterprise Education at (814) 
833-9576 ext. 106 or e-mail him at john@pfew.org.  PFEW 
is open to all current sophomores and juniors in Pennsyl-
vania and information on attendance, as well as program 
applications, can also be found on the website. Questions 
can be directed to Ms. Amber Goss, Schools Assistant for 
PFEW, by calling her office at (814) 833-9576 ext. 103 or 
emailing her at amber@pfew.org.   
 

 
Pocono Health System/Pocono Medical Center (PHS/
PMC) recently partnered with The Salvation Army in 
Monroe County to launch a Primary Care Clinic at their 
Single Adult and Family Shelter. This initiative was 
launched as a result of Major James Gingrich and Dr. 
Doug Arnold of The Salvation Army speaking with Kath-
leen E. Kuck, President and CEO of PHS/PMC regarding 
the need for health services to be offered on campus to 
their residents.  
 
PHS/PMC convened a team of primary care providers, 
medical assistants, as well as other clinical and non-
clinical professionals to offer this program twice a month 
to the residents. The entire team worked very hard to de-
velop a clinic within a room of the Single Adult shelter. 
Essentially, twice a month one of the primary care provid-
ers and their medical assistant come out and provide pri-
mary care services to eight residents each time.  
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A PFEW marketing team takes a “time out” from working on their television 
commercial scripts for their company’s product.   
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“As I announced at our November Annual Public Board 
Meeting, it is our intention to work closely with organiza-
tions like The Salvation Army to better serve the health-
care needs of the homeless residents here in our commu-
nity,” notes Kathleen E. Kuck, President and CEO, PHS/
PMC. “In working with The Salvation Army and others, 
we clearly recognize that it is essential to bring the ser-
vices to those that we are here to serve which clearly 
meets our mission of providing world-class care, close to 
home.”   

The Salvation Army was ecstatic to work with PHS to offer 
this care to their residents. “On behalf of the Advisory 
Board of The Salvation Army in Monroe County, we are so 
very pleased to enjoy such a strong partnership with PHS, 
and this is a wonderful example of what working together 
can produce for the betterment of those in need here in our 
community,” explains Dr. Doug Arnold, Chairman, Salva-
tion Army Advisory Board. “The folks at PHS really did an 
outstanding job of working with us to move this project 
forward. They are a great group!” 
 
Major James Gingrich affirms their appreciation. “Since 
1900, The Salvation Army has endeavored to “do the most 
good” for those in need throughout Monroe County. Be-
cause of the support of a great community and being able 
to work collaboratively with various groups and organiza-
tions, we have been able to have a positive impact on thou-
sands of area residents each year. Among the services we 
offer are the Single Adult and Family Shelters. As we work 
with our homeless clients each day, one of the unmet needs 
we discovered was for medical care. We are so excited that 
PHS is now working with The Salvation Army to operate a 
medical clinic out of our shelter for the homeless residents. 
Because of their dedication and hard work, our friends at 
PHS will help to relieve the physical suffering that so often 
accompanies many of our homeless clients. We are so 
grateful to PHS for going the extra mile to provide compas-
sionate care to those most in need here in our community.”  
 
 

Every quarter the Frailey team supports a non-profit or-
ganization through their Community Outreach Project.  
They reach out through their team, clients and the public.  
In celebration of National Medal of Honor Day, Frailey 
Insurance and Financial Services is remembering our he-
roes by supporting the VALOR Clinic Foundation.  Vet-
eran and Co-Founder Mark Baylis spoke to the team ex-
plaining their mission and goals.  “We are so appreciative 
of their support.  Community awareness and involvement 
is so important to continue our work,” says Baylis.  
Founded in 2008 Veterans Assisted Living Out Reach 
(VALOR) Clinic Foundation, is an organization for Veter-
ans to help other Veterans to navigate through the process 
of recovering and rebuilding.  VALOR reaches out to Vet-
erans to provide shelter, food, supplies, and access to 
healthcare.  In addition, VALOR has spearheaded the 
creation of a specialized program to address Post Trau-
matic Stress Disorder (PTSD) called Veterans Unstoppa-
ble.    
Baylis adds,” We’re always looking for donated items such 
as food and hygiene products. When donating food, it’s 
important to remember that cans must be accessible with-
out a can opener and need no refrigeration.  We also need 
weatherproof insulated coats and pants, insulated weather
-resistant boots 800 grams or more, weatherproof insu-
lated gloves and fleece hats, warm underwear and socks, 2
-man dome tents, sleeping bags rated to zero degrees and 
mats.  We’re constantly looking for gently used furniture 
as well. When the weather becomes warmer, we can use 
rain gear and waterproof  shoes/boots.” 
 
“Throughout the past two years, our team has supported 
numerous non-profit organizations.  Not only is it a way of 
giving back to the community, it also helps us to learn the 
various needs.  We also get to know the people who invest 
their time and talent, who help fulfill those needs.    We 
will be collecting items from February 1 through March 6.  
Items can be dropped off at our office at 1286 N. Ninth 
Street, Stroudsburg.” states Michele A. Frailey-Miller, 
Chief Operating Officer.  
 
If you would like more information to see how you can get 
involved, you may contact Josephine A. Fontan, Project 
Coordinator, at 570 421-7447 x228. 
 
For more information about VALOR, contact Mark Baylis 
at 570 994-5188 or visit www.valorclinic,org  
 
 
The Carbon-Monroe-Pike Employment Coalition is 
hosting Discover Your Network, a morning conference and 
Job Fair on Tuesday, April 29, 2014. This event is open to 
students/adults with disabilities, employers, non-profit 
agencies, case managers, and teachers/other support pro-
fessionals. Registration is required for everyone who 
wishes to attend the workshops and/or have a booth at the 
networking fair. 
 
According to a recent survey reported by the Associated 
Press, 34% of people with intellectual disabilities are em-
ployed versus 83% of working age people who are not iden-
tified as having disabilities. The firm Right Management 
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Pocono Health System/Pocono Medical Center Primary Care Provider, Dr. 
Laureti, and Medical Assistant, Marivette Velez, providing compassionate 

care to the residents at The Salvation Army on February 12, 2014 from 8:00 
am – 1:00 pm.  



in Milwaukee, Wisconsin, reports that the majority of its 
clients received jobs through networking. Given these sta-
tistics, it is apparent that new strategies are needed to 
improve employment outcomes for people with disabilities. 
 
The focus of “Discover Your Network” is to help students 
and adults with disabilities develop networking and self-
advocacy skills which can lead to employment opportuni-
ties. This involves identifying strengths and skills and 
locating the resources and natural supports that will help 
one succeed.  
 
Workshops will focus on networking skills, customized 
employment, employment incentives for hiring people with 
disabilities, transition programs in Northeast Pennsyl-
vania, and self-advocacy skills. Of special interest to em-
ployers who attend, the Business Leadership Network of 
Pennsylvania will present on employer incentives for hir-
ing people with disabilities along with a local employer 
which successfully hired a person with a disability. 
 
In addition to workshops, there will be a networking fair. 
Job seeking students and adults should come dressed to 
impress and bring a one page summary of strengths or a 
resume. Job seekers will interact with local employers and 
non-profits. Prize drawings will be held afterwards. A con-
tinental breakfast and coffee will be available during the 
event. 
 
To register, contact Jennifer Duggan at the Advocacy Alli-
ance at 570-207-0151, toll free at 1-877-315-6855 or email 
jd@theadvocacyalliance.org by Friday, March 28, 2014.  
For additional information on Discover Your Network, con-
tact James Furiosi of The Employment Coalition at jfuri-
osi@cmpmhds.com or call (570) 420-1900, ext. 3434. 
 

 
Northampton Community 
College recently appointed 
Jeffrey Sheck as client develop-
ment specialist for its Center 
for Business & Industry (CBI). 
In his new role, Scheck will 
identify and develop relation-
ships with local businesses and 
individuals who would benefit 
from CBI’s training and con-
sulting services. 
 
Scheck received a Bachelor of 
Arts degree in journalism and 
sociology from Rider Univer-
sity. He was most recently em-
ployed by Victaulic and Camel-
back Mountain Resort.  

 
CBI designs and delivers specialized training and strategic 
solutions for businesses to improve performance, produc-
tivity and profits. CBI also provides training and continu-
ing education for individuals in the areas of healthcare, 
hospitality, leadership, public safety, IT/computers, and 
industrial and automotive technologies. For more informa-
tion, call 610-332-8668 or email cbi@northampton.edu. 
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LTS Homes, one of the Pocono Mountains leaders in new 
home construction, proudly announced today that they will 
be moving to a new sales office during the end of the first 
quarter and beginning of the second quarter 2014. Cur-
rently, the new office location on Route 209, just off the 
Marshall’s Creek exit 309 from Rt. 80 West in Pennsyl-
vania, is being refurbished to outfit the building to best 
serve the needs of the LTS new home customer. Among the 
enhancements underway is the development of a multime-
dia boutique-style design center, featuring samples of the 
numerous premium features and design upgrades avail-
able when purchasing a new LTS home, as well as an inti-
mate office layout to provide greater interaction between 
the LTS customer and the LTS sales, construction, and 
architectural teams. 
 
“We have entered a new home buying economy,” expresses 
Lawry Simon, co-owner of LTS Homes. “Today’s new home 
customer is looking for a more personalized home buying 
experience based on a strong relationship with a builder 
who can construct beautifully designed homes at the best 
value. This is what an LTS Home has been about for more 
than 35 years. Our new office space will simply be an en-
hancement to the reputation we have already achieved.” 
 
One of the many advantages of the LTS Homes new sales 
office is its easy access from Route 80 West. This prime 
location will make visits to the office by LTS Homes’ cus-
tomers quick and efficient. Additionally, the new office is 
in close proximity to the many LTS Homes building loca-
tions found throughout the Poconos, making it easy for the 
LTS new home buyer to take a model home tour, with an 
LTS sales representative. 
 
“Whether our customer is coming from the Lehigh Valley, 
New York City, or the surrounding Pocono region, our new 
office space is extremely easy to locate, a quick drive to get 
to, and provides easy on, easy off access to the highway – 
all of which are benefits to our customer,” conveys Rita 
Smith, Director of Sales for LTS Homes. 
The LTS family has been a celebrated new home building 
leader in the Northeast Pennsylvania building community 
since 1976. Their award-winning new home styles boast 
the most sought-after design features, among them gour-
met kitchens, expansive owner’s suites, luxurious bath-
rooms, dramatic foyers, and open and spacious family 
rooms.  
 
Simon summarizes, “Sales of new homes are increasing 
every month at LTS. The entire home building industry is 
entering a new era. Our entire team at LTS Homes is ex-
cited to make the transition to a new office space which 
will be best suited to serve all of the exciting things to 
come in the home building market, now and in the years 
ahead.” 
 
Learn more about LTS Homes by visiting the company 
website, www.ltshomes.com, or by calling 1-800-LTS-5432.  
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Jeffrey Sheck 



Save the Date! Kiwanis Club of the Stroudsburgs will 
be hosting a Beer & Wine Tasting event at the Sarah 
Street Grill on Sunday, March 30th from 3:00 p.m. to 6:00 
p.m. Cost is $25 per person.  
 
There will be 5 craft beers each paired with unique fla-
vored wings and a Kiwanis pilsner glass to call your own!  
 
Tickets can be purchased on line at www.kiwanissbg.org or 
call 570.460.2101. All proceeds supports the Kiwanis Club 
of the Stroudsburg Service Leadership youth programs.  
 
 
Pocono Services for Families & Children will be host-
ing their Annual Dinner and Community Celebration on 
Thursday, March 27th from 5:30 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. at the 
Chateau Resort & Conference Center  on 475 Camelback 
Road in Tannersville , PA. Cost is $45 per person.  
 
It will be a festive evening, with wonderful food, awards, 
fellowship, and appreciation for all who contribute to Po-
cono Services for Families and Children’s success! 
 
To register for this event or for more information or ques-
tions, call 570.421.2711 x 238 or email 
cgrapegarvey@psfc.org. 
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Women In Business Luncheon 
The February Women in Business luncheon, sponsored by 
Tom Sforza of Best Auto, was held at Stroudsmoor Coun-
try Inn in Stroudsburg.  Lynn Evans, of Northeastern Fi-
nancial Consultants gave a very informative presentation 
entitled “Financial Independence for Women”.  

The March luncheon will be held at Peppe’s Bistro in East 
Stroudsburg and is being sponsored by Linda Rice of 
Mountain View Vineyards.  The topic will be “Relaxation 
Techniques to Reduce Stress” presented by Vicky Hicks of 
Massage Academy of the Poconos. Attendees will get a 
chance to enjoy a complimentary chair massage and wine 
tasting, which will be held at 11:30 a.m. before the pro-
gram begins! 

For more information on upcoming WIB lunches, to donate 
a door prize, or to sponsor a luncheon, please contact 
Miriam Conway at 570.421.4433.   
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Tom Sforza of Best Auto - Lunch Sponsor 

Lynn Evans, Northeastern Financial Consultants - Topic Presenter 

LEADS WANTED!!!! 
 

If you are aware of a new or existing 
business in the Greater Pocono region 
that might be interested in learning 

more about the various benefits of cham-
ber membership, please contact  

Patricia Metzgar at 570.421.4433 or 
email to 

pmetzgar@greaterpoconochamber.com. 
 

Business Card Exchange 
and other Sponsorships 

Available for 2014! 
Please contact  

Pat Metzgar at the  
Chamber at 570.421.4433 to find 
out which sponsorships fit your 

needs! 
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Blissful Existence 
Adrienne Primrose 
344 Airport Road 
East Stroudsburg, PA  18301 
570.795.9355 
a.primrose@blissfulexistence.us 
www.blissfulexistence.us 
HEALTH COACHING-HOLISTIC 
 
 
Laurelwood Cemetery, The 
Trisha Troller 
901 Bryant Street 
Stroudsburg, PA  18360 
570.421.8230 
570.421.0196 
ttoll@stonemor.com 
www.aftercareplanning.com 
CEMETERIES 
 
 
Pocono Community Church 
Angel Rivera 
1050 Memorial Blvd. 
Tobyhanna, PA  18466 
570.839.3459 
570.839.3412 
info@poconocc.com 
www.poconocc.com 
CHURCHES 
 
Professional Eye Associates 
Dr. Steven Demko 
2 Fork Street - Suite 201 
Mt. Pocono, PA  18344 
570.839.2221 
570.839.2576 
demo@ptd.net 
www.2020bestvision.com 
OPTOMETRISTS 

Welcome New Members 
 

The following new members are not listed in the 2013-2014 Membership Directory & Buyer’s Guide.  
Please be sure to add this page to your copy of the Directory.  



 

IMPACTIMPACT  
Executive Committee 
Chris Kurtz - Chairman of the Board 
Kathy Kuck - First Vice Chairman 
Michael Katz - Treasurer 
John Holahan -  Secretary 
George Roberts -  Assistant Secretary 
Elizabeth Koster - Past Chairman 

Staff 
Robert Phillips - President/CEO 
Patricia Metzgar - Vice President, Operations/Development 
Miriam Conway - Executive Assistant 
Georgia Strunk  - Office Assistant 

Board of Directors    
 
 
 
 

     

            
                 
                                         Visit us at www.greaterpoconochamber.com                                                 
 
 

Greater Pocono Chamber of Commerce 
552 Main Street 
Stroudsburg, PA 18360-2093 
 
Phone: (570) 421-4433 
Fax:     (570) 424-7281 
URL: http://www.greaterpoconochamber.com 
 
“The Voice of Business in the Poconos”  

IMPACTIMPACT  

Madeline Anderson 
Michael Baxter 
Brandie Belanger 
Rich Berkowitz 
Vinny Bianchi 
William Blake 
Denise Cebular 
Bill Colavito 
Debi Cope 
Susan Corrigan 
Jere Dunkelberger 
Daisy Gallagher 
Alex Grum 

Bob Hay 
Gary Hazen 
Scott Henry 
Rob Howell 
Brandon Igdalsky 
Tony Konn 
James McClure 
Kathy Mullins 
Chuck Niclaus 
Doug Olmstead 
Matthew Rumph 
Dr. Thomas Rushton 
Barbara G. Samet 

Conrad Schintz 
Tom Sforza 
Mathilda Sheptak 
William Skinner 
Marc Troutman 
Dr. Marcia G. Welsh  
Carl Wilgus 
Theresa Yocum  
 


