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Mission Statement

The mission of the Monroe County Bar Association is to maintain the honor and dignity of the pro-
fession of law, to cultivate social interaction among its members and to increase its usefulness in the 
administration of justice.



President’s
Message

Desserts at the 2018 Holiday Open House 
Catered by Dave Cook

This year has been an exciting year for me.  While I have truly 
enjoyed my time as your President, I will be happy to move to the 
position of Immediate Past President!

We set out to strengthen the offerings to our membership and we 
definitely did!  The ADR program was introduced to the member-
ship at our 2018 Bench Bar Conference.  If you haven’t seen what 
this program can do for you and your clients, go to the MCBA’s 
website and click on ADR – Mediation and Arbitration.  Months of 
hard work went developing this and we hope you will take advan-
tage of the moderately priced program for your clients. 

Borrowing ideas from other Bar Associations isn’t a new concept 
and that’s how our “Lawyer to Lawyer” program came about.  De-
signed for lawyers to market their areas of expertise to other law-
yers, this low cost advertising is a different kind of benefit. Maybe 
you have questions for a client, maybe you have need for represen-
tation or maybe you want to refer your client directly to someone 
in a specific area of practice.  The Lawyer to Lawyer program is 
designed for just that purpose! And remember, if an attorney calls 
the MCBA office, staff will now go directly to this page and refer 
them to these participating attorneys first.

The third program to be launched was a more relaxed version of 
the typical Mentor Programs seen elsewhere.  The MCBA Mentor 
Program has been updated to allow all attorneys to be mentors and 
mentees.  Our Young Lawyer Division attorneys offer expertize in 
social media, networking and virtual office practices.  Our Long-
standing members offer expertize in not only their areas of practice 
but in community service and volunteerism, local government and 
general history of our Bar Association.  By taking advantage of this 
program we will also strengthen our relationships with each other.

The 2018 Mock Trial Invitational was held on Saturday, November 
17th at Pocono Mountain East.  We had a record breaking num-
ber of teams participating!  What an awe inspiring day.  Pocono 
Mountain East, with attorney advisor Jessica Jones, walked away 
with another first place trophy.  Being a judge definitely allowed me 
to be inspired by the students and reminded me that our future is 
in good hands.  Thank you to all the MCBA members who partici-
pated as judges and scorers, as well as attorney advisors.  Thank you 
to Judge Jonathan Mark and Judge Michael Muth for their years of 
dedication to this valuable program!

Looking ahead, maintaining the financial strength of the associ-
ation will continue to be a challenge.  As the filing of mortgage 
foreclosures decline, association revenue is reduced.  The Board 
also has the duty of monitoring legislative changes which could end 
all revenue from the Legal Reporter.  If this occurs, the Board may 

need to take rapid measures to protect the most important 
association activities.

I wish to thank all of our 2018 Committee Chairs and 
members, the Board of Directors of the MCBA, the Board of 
Trustees of the Monroe County Bar Foundation and finally, 
the staff of MCBA.  It has been my distinct pleasure to work 
with and for you.  It is an experience that I will not soon 
forget.  A special ‘Thank you!’ to Tim McManus who leaves 
the Board.  Tim has been a tremendous support to me.  

It has been my pleasure to  you represent the mem-
bers of the Monroe County Bar Association at various 
functions, at the local community level and with our 
peers at various PBA events.  My last official role will 
be to sit as a member of the Board of Directors of the 
MCBA for 2019.  I offer my support to your incom-
ing President, Elizabeth Bensinger Weekes, and trust 
that she will find her year to be as rewarding as I have 
found mine.

Happy Holidays to all and may 2019 be the best year 
yet!

Mark A. Primrose
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YOUNG LAWYERS 
 DIVISION NEWS

October Trivia Contest Winners:  
Eric Closs, Noelle Wilkinson, James Fuller & 
Hillary Madden, with mascot Carson Fuller

On October 22, 2018, the YLD held their last member meeting 
of the year.  In addition to the election of officers which are 
listed on page four of this newsletter, the attendees discussed 
objectives for 2019.   

In addition to continuing the bi-monthly mentor lunches and 
member mixers / trivia contests the YLD will be expanding 
their Stepping Out Program to other schools, both public and 
private, in Monroe County.  In both 2017 and 2018, the YLD 
has worked with Pleasant Valley.  Taking the PBA’s program and 
customizing for Monroe County will be the primary focus.   
 
The YLD will continue to lead our Wills for Heroes initatives 
for 2019.  

On behalf of the YLD, thank you to all who have joined us at 
our events and offered your guidance throughout the year!  

Once again, 2018 was a very successful year for the Monroe County Bar Foun-
dation.  With the financial generosity of the MCBA and you, the members, we 
were able to distribute over $115,000 back to our community.  
 
Scholarships were awarded in the amount of $10,000 to local high school stu-
dents.  Pocono Services for Families and Children received  our third payment 
of $10,000 of our $50,000 committment for the purchase of their Coolbaugh 
Township facility.  We sponsored or donated over $59,000 to other worthy 
organizations in the county including the Children’s Advocacy Center, Burn-
ley Rehabilitation Center, Big Brothers Big Sisters and Pocono Alliance just to 
name a few.  And finally we approved and funded six worthy nonprofit local 
organizations grants totally over $45,500.   
 
All of this is because of you.  Thank you for sharing your treasures with us.  
With your support in 2019 we look forward to continuing to impact our com-
munity as only members of the MCBA can do! 
 
William J. Reaser, Jr. 



Members in the   News
Attorney Lori J. Cerato has been named a member of the Joint State Government Commission Advisory 
Committee on Decedent’s Estates Laws.  The Advisory Committee is a standing group of attorneys and judges 
from across the Commonwealth who assist the Pennsvylania General Assembly by recommending improve-
ments to Pennsylvan’s Probate, Estates and Fiduciaries Code and related statues. 
 
Attorney Jennifer Menchini has been listed in the Northeast Pennsylvania Business Journal’s 20 under 40 
for 2018.  Menichini is currently the statewide co-chair of the Pennsylvania high school mock trial competition, 
which is sponsored by the Pennsylvania Bar Association in conjunction with local bar associations who help or-
ganize the district and regional competitions, and has also served for many years as the local district coordinator.  

Maureen Cajoux-Terlizzi, Esq.
Cajoux Law Firm 
924 Bergen Avenue #307 
Jersey City NJ 07306
201.448.8525
mcajoux@cajouxlaw.com
www.cajouxlawfirm.com

Attorney Cajoux-Terlizzi earned her J.D. from the New York Law 
School after earning her B.A. from New York University.  Licensed 
in New York, New Jersey and Minnestoa, Cajoux-Terlizzi focuses 
her practice primarily on securities law advising federally registered 
(SEC) investment advisors. She and her husband, Daniel Terlizzi 
live locally in the Poconos. 

   Members  on the   Move
Nikolaus A. Baikow, Esquire 
Attorney at Law 
1275 Glenlivet Drive, Suite 100 
Allentown PA 18106 
484.602.2781 
610.435.3826 (Fax) 
baikowlegal@outlook.com

Diane L. Dagger, Esquire 
Law Offices of Diane L. Dagger 
PO Box 1176 
Stroudsburg PA 18360
570.427.3100 
ddagger@dldaggerlaw.com

Jennifer Menichini, Esquire 
Joyce, Carmody & Moran, P.C. 
9 North Main Street, Suite 4 
Pittston PA 18640 
570.602.3560 
570.602.3561 (Fax) 
jm@joycecarmody.com 
www.joycecarmody.com

Welcome New Members!

    Mecca Perkins joins MCBA  
 
Mecca has joined the MCBA staff as our Event Coordinator / Admin-
istrative Assistant.  Originally from Brooklyn, Mecca has been a resi-
dent of Monroe County for several years now.  Most recently she was 
an Event Planner with the Bushkill Inn and Resorts. She comes to us 
with both management and sales experience having been a manager 
at several Verizon stores.   
Perkins is currently attending Northampton Community College 
where she is working on her associates degree in Social Work.  
When she does have free time Mecca loves to write poetry, sing and 
spend time with her famiy. 



CELEBRATING 
2018







Mark Your Calendar!

Member Meeting
March 20th 

MCBF Trustee Meeting 
January 11th 

Saint Patrick’s 
Day Parade!
March 24th 

Member Mixer & Trivia Nights - February 28th & April 18th

MCBA Closed 
Monday, February 

19th 

Mock Trial Regional 
Competition - March 

11th  
Snow dates - March 

12th or 13th 

Mock Trial  
District Com-
petition begins

February 20 
thru 28th 

YLD Member 
Meeting  

January 28th















Committees Updates
Building Committee

This past quarter the Building Committee reviewed proposals from contractors for the stabilization of the third floor.  The Board 
has selected a contractor and work is expected to begin the week of January 7, 2019.  The floor is used for storage of documentation 
requiring various timeframes of retention, historical documents, photos and momentos as well as decorations for the holiday season, 
costumes for the Fairy Tale Trials, and supplies to name a few.  Please note that parking will be limited during the two-three week con-
struction period.   
 
Additionally, the Board has contracted with a vendor to replace the lift at the back entrance.  Assuming all permits are issued, the lift 
should be replaced in mid-spring.  Unfortunately due to the unavailability of parts, the current lift is inoperable.  

Bench Bar Conference (BBC)

The 2019  Bench Bar Conference  has been scheduled for Friday, September 27th.  We will once again be holding the conference at the 
Monroe Campus of Northampton Community College.  Planning is underway already for this annual event.   
 
The committee wishes to thank all those members who took the time to complete our survey.  Your input allows us to formulate pro-
graming as well as the overall agenda.

We hope to see you there!

    
                                Continuing Legal Education (CLE) 
Several CLEs have been scheduled for 2019.  Sessions include information covered under Act 33 which is the new requirements of the 
ignition interlock program, a full day of program presented by the Monroe and Pike County Conservation Districts that is very relevant 
to municipal, environment and real estate attorneys, civil litigation and now to navigate small county bar relationships that can be cre-
ated when our friends become judges.   
 
Should you have a topic that you are interested in learning about or would like to present to the Association, please email Denise @ 
dburdge@monroebar.org!

 

                                                                                              Find a Lawyer (FAL)

Referrals for 2018 topped 2017!  Staff referred 4,088 potential clients to participating lawyers in 2018.  That number increased by 24 
referrals.  Family Law remained the highest category referred followed once again by Real Property.  Members are reminded they can 
join the program at anytime during the year by completing the required paperwork, providing MCBA with a copy of your insurance 
and sending the appropriate fee. 

                                             Pro-Bono 
 
The Pro-Bono Committee continues to meet regularly.  The need for attorneys to accept cases from North Penn Legal Services contin-
ues to be high.  Clients in our community continue to struggle financially to make ends meet.  The Modest Means Program continues 
to be very active as NPLS has found it necessary to take on less types of cases.  The Committee encourages all members to accept at 
least one case per year from NPLS.  Need to sign up, contact the MCBA staff!








