
 
Pro Bono Partnerships 

Call for Nominations and Letters of Interest 

 

July 8, 2019 

 

Pro Bono Partnerships is seeking one attorney to represent low-income clients in contested custody 

and abuse cases in the Court of Common Pleas of Wayne County on a reduced fee basis.  This is to 

replace one of our two panel members who will be resigning on August 31, 2019.  

 

Pro Bono Partnerships is the non-profit subsidiary of the Wayne County Bar Association.  It was 

formed by the WCBA to raise money for and award contracts to WCBA members who are willing 

to provide limited representation to indigent clients in contested child custody and domestic abuse 

cases, which are the areas of greatest unmet legal need in Wayne County.  The importance of this 

initiative is demonstrated by the fact that the WCBA is contributing $20,000 to it – an amount that 

is being matched by the Supreme Court’s IOLTA Board. 

 

While the legal service will be free to the clients, the attorneys will be compensated on a reduced fee 

(“low bono”) basis.  Contracted attorneys will be awarded contracts of up to $9,000, with compen-

sation paid on the basis of services actually provided, earned and billable upon completion in 

accordance with the Agreement form that we began using when the program began in March 2018.  

 

While some experience in the fields of custody and abuse law is preferred, it is not required, as one 

of the objectives of this program is to increase the number of family law practitioners willing and 

able to provide pro bono representation in Wayne County. Every contracted attorney will be given 

the opportunity to select from a list of experienced WCBA family law practitioners who have 

volunteered to serve as a mentor.  The contracted attorney will also be provided free CLE as well as 

the opportunity to “shadow” an experienced attorney, which will be required before any attorney 

new to the field undertakes any representations.   

 

We hope you will help us identify attorneys interested in this opportunity.  Inquiries and 

nominations may be addressed to WCBA.PBP@gmail.com or any member of the Board of 

Directors.  Letters of interest, emailed to the same address should indicate experience in custody 

and abuse matters, provide contact information for two references (lawyers and/or clients), and 

include a current resume.  Finalists should expect to be interviewed prior to contract award.   

 

Board of Directors:  Pamela Wilson, Esq. (Chair), Oressa P. Campbell, Esq., Michael J. 

Farley, Esq., Joseph Rydzewski, Esq. (Treasurer), and Michele Minor Wolf, M.A.  

Tobey Oxholm, Esq. (President)  

 

 

Pro Bono Partnerships, Inc., is a not-for-profit arm of the Wayne County Bar Association, 

qualified to receive tax-deductible contributions as allowed by law. 
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