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Mission Statement

The mission of the Monroe County Bar Association is to maintain the honor and dignity of the pro-
fession of law, to cultivate social interaction among its members and to increase its usefulness in the 
administration of justice.
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I hope this quarter’s newsletter finds you and your 
loved ones in good health.  During these past months 
we have continued to adapt and develop effective ways 
to continue the practice of law.  We have pursued 
efficient and safe ways to support the needs of our 
clients in an evolving work environment.  The courts 
continue to hold the majority of their proceedings 
virtually.  This month, while working within the rec-
ommended CDC guidelines, the Court of Common 
Pleas was able to hold two jury trials in the court-
house.  The Monroe legal profession continues to 
adapt and remain a leader in our community.  I thank 
you all for your individual and combined efforts.

It is with great sadness that we recall the passing of 
our colleague and friend, Dan Lyons.  Dan was 
dedicated to his family, his clients, and the practice of 
law.  It was impossible to talk to Dan and not enjoy his 
presence.  It was also apparent how much he enjoyed 
both his practice and his life away from his practice.  
We will remember Dan fondly and strive to follow his 
example of successfully balancing family and career.  
Our thoughts are with his wife, Kim, and his daughter, 
Shannon.  

The Bar Association maintains virtual board and 
committee meetings in an effort to expand and 
develop new programs for the public and its members.  
The CLE Committee continues to offer a variety of 
well-rounded course topics.  The Infrastructure (aka 
Courthouse Expansion) Taskforce keeps abreast of 
initiatives within the courthouse and the Stroudsburg 
community.  Our Pro-Bono Committee expanded 
program coverage to now include Governor’s pardons.  
One of the most important initiatives this year is the 
revitalization of our Diversity Committee.  Led by

Don Gual, the committee is developing initiatives for 
the benefit of our membership and our
community.  This is only a small glimpse of the work 
that is performed by many of our committees.  Thank 
you to all who serve on our committees. You are the 
backbone of our association. 

Many of us miss our regular social gatherings.  The 
summer social on our beautiful veranda was 
unfortunately cancelled.  The YLD Member Mixers 
and Trivia Nights have been postponed.  Despite its 
great tradition, the 2020 Holiday Party will not take 
place in December.  We may not gather as we have 
in the past, but I believe we will make up for it in the 
future.

I extend a special thank you again to the MCBA 
Board, as they continued to work for the member-
ship through these challenging times.  Our Executive 
Director, Denise Burdge, along with our staff, has not 
wavered in their commitment to our association and 
continued to work, both in office and remotely, to 
ensure seamless continuation of services.  This would 
not be possible without the tireless efforts of Denise 
and our MCBA staff. 

As the seasons change, we are reminded that change is 
constant.  MCBA is here to support you despite what 
challenges may come and hope to celebrate many 
future successes.  Together, the Board and staff remain 
committed to supporting our members and the
 practice of law.  We are here for you.

 
Brian C. Jordan
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This quarter we are pleased to announce the recipients of the MCBF scholarships and grants.  

The $1,000 Judge Ronald E. Vican Scholarship was awared to Kiaya Jones for her excellence in academics, sports 
and community service.  Kiaya was unable to attend the ceremony as she was already attending classes at Notre 
Dame.   
 
We were excited to have families join in on the celebration as we awarded four very deserving students with a 
$1,500 scholarship each.  Teagan Angell is attending Fordham University where she’ll major in Government.  
Kayla Clare will be heading to Penn State Harrisburg to focus on Government and Law.  With a focus on crimi-
nology, Mia Edma will be attending George Mason University.  Megan Hughes plans on a career in law enforce-
ment after graduating from East Stroudsburg University.   
 
The extension of our deadline to apply for grants resulted in the receipt of almost $200,000 in requests.  After 
careful consideration the MCBF Board is pleased to announce the following 2021 grant recipients:

 Clymer Library - $4,500 for the purchase of laptops, printer with initial setup, and supplies, all of which 
will be mobile to allow social distancing by users.  

 Developmental Educational Services of Monroe County - $3,560 for the purchase of iPads for use as visu-
al learning tools for those with intellectual disabilities.   
 
 Eastern Monroe Public Library’s new Smithfields Branch - $4,500 for the purchase of technology in sup-
port of Civic, STEM and early literacy programs for the new facility.

 Garden of Giving - $12,000 to expand and increase production of fresh vegetables and fruits for those in 
need by building training beds for children and raised beds for seniors.

 Monroe County Habitat for Humanity - $10,000 for the home preservation project which will assist in 
the completion of 30 home preservation projects.  
 
 Kettle Creek Environmental Fund - $20,000 in support of environmental education programs through 
the 2020-2021 school year for the four public schools in Monroe County.

 Pocono Area Transitional Housing - $21,000 for the PATH program which provides temporary housing 
and support services for families with children experiencing a housing crisis in Monroe County.  

 Pocono Mountain Public Library - $4,500 for the purchase of technology for use by lower income fami-
lies unable to afford computers. 

 The Friendly Community Center - $5,000 for the purchase of equipment for the Wellness and Arts Pro-
gram with a focus on the aging population in Monroe County.  The equipment will allow for live broadcasts.
 
Bill Reaser
MCBF Chairman



Teagan Angell
and family

Kayla Clare
and family

Megan Hughes
and family

Mia Edma
and family

The Monroe County Bar Foundation Honors Students from Across the County

In honor of the late Judge Ronald E. Vican, the Foundation awarded a $1,000 scholarship to Kiaya 
Jones from Pocono Mountain East High School.  Ms. Jones will be pursuing a degree in Communi-
cations / Graphic Design / Project Management at Notre Dame.  Kiaya was already on the campus of 
Notre Dame but we celebrate all of her accomplishments.

The Foundation also awarded Pleasant Valley’s Teagan Angell, East Stroudsburg South’s Kayla Clare, 
Pocono Mountain East’s Mia Edma and Stroudsburg’s Megan Hughes each with $1,500 in support of 
their future endeavors toward their college careers.  Students will be attending universities including 
Penn State Harrisburg, Fordham, East Stroudsburg University and George Mason, with concentra-
tions ranging from Law Enforcement, Government, Criminology and Law. 

Page 6



Page 7



YOUNG LAWYERS 
 DIVISION NEWS

The YLD continues with our education, informational and service programs.

With the success of our first virtual Legal Information Seminar in May, the decision was made to continue 
hosting the seminars virtually.  This allowed us to see attendance almost double over previous seminars. In 
July the topic was “Do’s and Don’ts of Landlord and Tenant Agreements - Issues During Covid-19”, presented 
by Attorney Don Gual.  Attendees included not only individual landlords and tenants but directors of various 
non-profit agencies who assist their clients with housing issues.  

The next Legal Information Seminar, presented by Scott Brannan, will cover the various student loan options 
including types, repayment options, forgiveness programs and more.  The general public, as well as MCBA mem-
bers, are welcome to attend the presentation scheduled for Tuesday, October 19th from 4:00-5:00 pm via Zoom.   
 
On September 19th, Attorney Nicholas Masington helped us understand why and how achieving a work and life 
balance is important to us, both personally and professionally, as he joined us for our virtual YLD Mentoring 
Lunch.  

Next up is our annual Wills for Heroes event currently scheduled to be held at the MCBA Bar Center on          
Saturday, November 7th.  We ask that you consider volunteering for this event as we expect to welcome both the 
traditional first responders as well as first line nurses and doctors in need of estate documents.  Information will 
be forwarded to the general members in the next several weeks.  

We look forward to continuing our seminars, presenting CLEs to the members and providing services to our 
community.  Thank you to all who assist us with our endeavors!

 

MOVING OFFICES?
CHANGING EMAILS? 

MOVING FIRMS?
Please remember to provide MCBA with changes  

to your contact information! 
Email all changes to: info2@monroebar.org 

Note - Information changes and new member applications received after the
 15th of the last month in the quarter may not be included in the next printable directory.  
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Welcome New Members!
Chisom Ihejirika 
Monroe County Court of Common Pleas 
Law Clerk for the Honorable Jennifer Sibum 
610 Monroe Street, Suite 221 
Stroudsburg PA 18360
570.517.3009 
570.517.3876 (fax)
cihejirika@monroepacourts.us

Chisom earned his J.D. from Penn State Law after 
obtaining his Bachelor’s degree in Political Science/
Pre-Law and Accounting.  While in law school, 
Ihejirika was a peer tutor at Lincoln University Center 
for Advising and Student Achievement. He also was a 
legal intern for Cameron Micheroni & Silvia located in 
Massachusetts. 

Leona Sharpstene 
Monroe County Court of Common Pleas 
Law Clerk for the Honorable Arthur Zulick 
610 Monroe Street, Suite 221
Stroudsburg PA 18360 
570.517.3939 
570.517.3983 (fax)

After graduating from Cornell University with a Bach-
elor’s Degree in Human Development and Pre-Law, 
Leona went on to earn her J.D. from Villanova
University Charles Widger School of Law.  Sharpstene 
was a certified legal intern working at the Villanova 
Interdisciplinary Mental & Physical Health Law Clinic 
and was the head representative for Kaplan Bar 
Review.

Megan Davis 
Monroe County Court of Common Pleas 
Law Clerk for the Honorable Jennifer Sibum 
610 Monroe Street, Suite 221 
Stroudsburg PA 18360
570.517.3032 
570.517.3876 (fax)
mdavis@monroepacourts.us

Upon graduating from Misericordia University, 
Megan attended Penn State Law.  While at Penn State, 
she was a member of the Phi Delta Phi legal honor so-
ciety and was a certified legal intern for the Penn State 
Family Law Clinic.  During this period Megan was an 
intern for the Honorable Jennifer L. Rogers, Luzerne 
County Court of Common Pleas.  Additionally, Davis 
was the Vice Chair, and dancer in the 46th hour, of the 
Penn State Law Benefiting THON organization.
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MEMBER CHANGES & UPDATESMEMBER CHANGES & UPDATES
Chynna Beisel
Monroe County Court of Common Pleas 
Law Clerk for the Honorable David Williamson
610 Monroe Street, Suite 221
Stroudsburg PA 18360
570.517.3960
570.517-3866 (fax) 
cbeisel@monroepacourts.us

Brandie Belanger 
ARM Lawyers 
202 Delaware Avenue 
Palmerton PA 18071 
484.765.8140
484.544.8625 (Fax)
brandie@armlawyers.com 
www.armlawyers.com

John L. Dewitsky, Jr. 
17 North Sixth Street 
Stroudsburg PA 18360
570.424.0300
570.563.7021 (fax)

Thomas J. Foley, III
538 Spruce Street, Suite 200
PO Box 1108
Scranton PA 18501 
570.342.8194 
570.342.4658 (fax)

Kaitlin Fulmer 
Northampton County Court of Common Pleas 
Law Clerk for the Honorable Anthony Beltrami 
669 Washington Street 
Easton PA 18042 
610.829.6959

Jacob Hill 
Leeth & Gaglione 
513 Main Street
Stroudsburg PA 18360
570.421.7282
570.300.2354
jhill@leethandgaglione.com

Howard Rothenberg
Rothenberg & Campbell 

Casey Schweppenheiser 
Brennan Law Offices 
2030 Tilghman Street, Suite 203 
Allentown PA 18104 
610.841.4020 
610.841.4025 (fax)
casey@brennanoffices.com 
www.brennanoffices.com
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To ensure the safety of all, we ask that everyone entering the Bar Center to take notice of the following:
Masks are required.   ***   Temperature readings are taken.   ***   Social distancing must be maintained.   




