
JOHN J. PENTZ JR. 

MEMORIAL AND RESOLUTIONS OF THE  

MONROE COUNTY BAR ASSOCIATION 

 

The Court of Common Pleas of Monroe County, Pennsylvania, and the members of the 

Monroe County Bar Association have convened at 3 p.m. August 1, 2012, in Monroe County 

Common Pleas, Courtroom No. 1, upon this sad occasion to inscribe upon the minutes of the Bar 

Association this tribute to the memory of our brother and former colleague, the late JOHN J. 

PENTZ JR., their appreciation for his years of service to the community, to the Commonwealth 

of Pennsylvania, and the United States of America, and their sorrow for his loss which the 

Bench, the Bar, the community and our Nation have sustained. 

Attorney Pentz died at his home, 1 Highland Road, East Stroudsburg, PA on June 28, 

2012.  He is survived by his wife Connie Pentz to whom he had been married 54 years.   John 

was 84 years old at the time of his death, having been born September 2, 1927, in Dubois, 

Clearfield County, the son of the late Judge John J. Pentz Sr. and Mabel Ruth (Peterson) Pentz.   

After graduating from Mercersburg Academy in 1945, John entered Princeton University. 

He took time away from his studies to serve his country in the US Navy. After completing his 

tour of duty, John returned to Princeton and majored in Princeton’s Woodrow Wilson School of 

Public and International Affairs, graduating in 1951.  He went on to receive his law degree from 

the University of Michigan in 1954.  Being an attorney runs in John’s family.  His father, 

grandfather, uncle, and brother were all attorneys. 

While working for a law firm in New Haven, Connecticut, John met his bride, Connie 

Beers, who was studying at the Yale University School of Music. After they married, Connie 

brought John to her childhood hometown, East Stroudsburg. Since 1957, they raised their three 

sons, grew their individual businesses and formed many life-long friendships here.  The many 



conversations held at the lawyer’s table at Wyckoff’s Tea Room are warmly remembered.   

Attorney Pentz joined Leo Achterman, Sr. in his law practice and immediately joined the 

Monroe County Bar in 1958 at a time when there were only 22 lawyers practicing here.  On 

November 1, 1969, John and Attorney Alex Bensinger formed Bensinger & Pentz, developing 

one of the most prestigious banking and real estate law practices in Monroe County.  In 1987, 

Attorney Pentz opened his solo practice and Connie opened her real estate office.  For twenty 

years they shared offices.  Successful as partners in business and life, Attorney and Mrs. Pentz 

will be remembered as a dynamic and highly respected couple. Some say that John was Abraham 

Lincoln reincarnated because of his excellent trial attorney skills and honesty. Throughout his 

entire legal career, John always enjoyed helping people solve their legal problems.  Some have 

called him a giant in the legal community whose advice was sought after and highly regarded. 

He was a mentor to many and a friend to all.   

Attorney Pentz served as President of the Young Democrats of Monroe County, but in 

later years, he supported Republican candidates, also. In 1991, he ran as candidate for county 

judge. 

John was a member of the Grace Lutheran Church of East Stroudsburg, serving as a 

council member and Sunday school teacher, a member of Kiwanis, and served in many 

capacities with the Boy Scouts. 

Attorney Pentz had many passions in addition to his wife, family, and law practice.  He 

was very interested in history, national politics, and holistic medicine. He was an avid skier, 

tennis player and golfer.  We will all miss his sense of humor and his warm, friendly smile.  The 

jury is unanimous!  

John is survived by his devoted wife, Connie, and his children, John J. Pentz III and his 



wife, Hannah of Sudbury, Massachusetts, James “Jamie” Evans Pentz and his wife, Lisa of 

Niwot, Colorado, and David R. Pentz of East Stroudsburg. He is also survived by four 

grandchildren,  Carter and Julia Pentz of Niwot, Colorado, and Jacob and George Pentz of 

Sudbury, Massachusetts, a brother William H. Pentz and his wife Marcia of Berwyn, 

Pennsylvania, a brother-in-law, King W. Beers of East Stroudsburg, and several nieces, nephews 

and cousins. 

We deeply and sincerely regret his passing from among us. 

BE IT RESOLVED, THEREFORE, that we, members of the Monroe County Bar 

Association, of which our brother, JOHN J. PENTZ JR. was a member, adopt the foregoing 

memorial as expressive of the loss which the Bar, the Bench, the community, the 

Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, and our Nation has sustained by reason of his death, and that 

we tender his family, legal associates and friends our most sincere and heartfelt sympathy, and 

be it further 

RESOLVED, that this memorial and these resolutions, after having been entered on the 

minutes of the Association, be filed in the Court of Common Pleas of Monroe County, 

Pennsylvania, published in the Monroe Legal Reporter, and that copies thereof be transmitted to 

his widow Connie, to his children and to this Law Association in Stroudsburg. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted by the 

Memorial Committee –August 1, 2012 

 

 

 

 

 

C. Daniel Higgins, Sr., Esquire, Chairman 

 

 



 

 

Alex L. Bensinger, Esquire 

 

 

 

 

The Honorable Charles P. Eyer 

 

 

 

 


