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Another meeting in virtual paradise! 

Monroe County Bar Association 
913 Main Street
Stroudsburg PA 18360
www.monroebar.org
info2@monroebar.org 
570.424.7288

Mission Statement

The mission of the Monroe County Bar Association is to maintain the honor and dignity of the pro-
fession of law, to cultivate social interaction among its members and to increase its usefulness in the 
administration of justice.

      Page 2



President’s  President’s  MessageMessage

Page 3

I would like to begin my first article as President of the Monroe 
County Bar Association by thanking our Immediate Past President, 
Brian Jordan, and our amazing Executive Board for their continued 
commitment not only to our Association, but to the community as 
well, during this unprecedented time.  I know that 2020 was not the 
year he expected, but Brian met the challenge head on and worked 
diligently to make sure there was open communication between the 
bench and the bar and to help ease the abrupt transition to virtual 
proceedings.   

I can still vividly remember sitting in our last in-person MCBA 
member meeting in March 2020, at the Stroudsmoor listening 
to the presenter, an attorney from Philadelphia, caution on the 
impending health crisis and the significant impact it would have on 
how we practice on a day-to-day basis.  How naive I was to laugh 
it off and think he was just overreacting.  How could they close law 
firms, the Court relied on attorneys to keep the system moving.  
Only a few short weeks later I would realize how wrong I was.   

However, our Court, our Association, and our members rose to the 
occasion and worked together to create a plan that would keep our 
community safe while also promoting access to justice.  I know it 
has not always been easy and that there are still a number of bumps 
in the road, but when you consider how quickly we were able to 
adjust and transition to virtual hearings in almost all aspects of 
the legal community, it is truly astounding. This accomplishment 
would not have been possible without the joint efforts of our Court 
and our members.

I would also like to personally thank Denise Burdge and our staff 
at the Monroe County Bar Association.  Over the past year the staff 
has gone above and beyond to ensure our members are updated on 
the court protocols and receive the virtual hearing links for the up-
coming criminal conferences, that our committees can continue to 
meet, and to offer outstanding CLE courses which included several 
presentations by our Court to discuss the implementation of vari-
ous COVID protocols.  Without their tireless efforts the transition 
to virtual proceedings would not have gone as smoothly.  

Finally, I would like to congratulate Denise Burdge on receiving the 
Arthur J. Birdsall Award from the Pennsylvania Bar Association at 
this year’s County Conference of Bar Leaders.  The Birdsall Award 
is one of the most prestigious awards presented at the conference.
The Award is presented to a bar executive who is committed to the 
success and continued progress of his or her bar association.  Hav-
ing served on several committees, I can personally attest to the hard 
work, passion and commitment Denise exhibits on a daily basis to 
promote the continued advancement of our Association.     

Despite the ongoing restrictions due to the pandemic, our Bar
Association has had a busy first quarter.  While it initially seemed 
unlikely that the high school mock trial competition would move 
forward, the Pennsylvania Bar Association led the way in creating
a virtual format for the students.  A special thank you to Judge 
Mark, Judge Williamson, Patrick Best and Denise Burdge for

their hard work.  Judge Mark and Denise spent several hours ar-
ranging and participating in countless meetings with the schools 
to organize this year’s competition.  Judge Williamson presided 
over the mock trial competition trials every night including the 
district championship and regional championship rounds.  Pat-
rick Best participated in training sessions with the schools to help 
walk them through how to run a trial via Zoom.  Additionally, 
thank you to all the attorneys who volunteered their personal 
time to judge the competition rounds.  The feedback we received 
from the schools and the appreciation shown by the students and 
teachers was remarkable.  In a school year where there has been 
such a limited sense of normality, it meant a lot to the students to 
be able to compete in the High School Mock Trial Competition 
and it would not have been possible without your help!

Looking forward, our Bar Association will continue its tradition 
of hosting a Swearing in Ceremony, which will occur on April 
30, 2021 at 3:30, virtually.  Please keep an eye out for additional 
information in the upcoming weeks.   

We are also in the process of planning the Law Day Ceremony, 
which includes the Law Day Creativity Contest for our local high 
school students, the Liberty Bell Award, and the recognition of 
the MCBA Foundation Scholarship recipients.  Denise has al-
ready circulated the nomination forms for the Liberty Bell Award 
but if you have not received it and would like to nominate an 
individual, please feel free to contact her at dburdge@monroebar.
org.   

The Bench Bar Committee is in the process of planning this year’s 
Bench Bar Conference, which will be held in person.  The date of 
the conference will be released once the venue is finalized.  

I would like to conclude by thanking all of you for your patience, 
assistance, and commitment in advancing the legal community 
in these trying times.  I, along with the Executive Board and the 
Bar Association staff, are here to assist in any way that we can.  
We are also open to and welcome any feedback you wish to offer 
during these challenging times.  With the increase in vaccina-
tions, I am hopeful that we will all see each other again soon 
whether it be in the courthouse, committee meetings, or Bar 
Association functions.  

I am truly honored to have the opportunity to be your 2021 Pres-
ident and I look forward to working with all of you this year.  
 
Hillary A. Madden



  
Monroe County Bar Association Officers and Directors - 2021 

Hillary A. Madden, Esquire 
President 

Deborah L. Huffman, Esquire 
Vice President 

Vincent Rubino, Esquire 
Secretary 

David Marra, Esquire 
Treasurer 

 
Brian C. Jordan, Esquire 
Immediate Past President 

Victoria A. Strunk, Esquire 
Member at Large 

Don Gual, Esquire 
Member at Large  

Jessica E. Jones 
Member at Large/YLD President 

 
Monroe County Bar Foundation Board of Trustees - 2021 

 

William J. Reaser, Jr., Esquire 
Chairman 

 
Thomas V. Casale, Esquire 

Vice Chairman 
 

Victoria A. Strunk, Esquire 
Secretary 

 
Diane L. Dagger, Esquire 

Treasurer 
 

Christopher Brown, Esquire 
Trustee 

 
Matthew Field, CRPC 

Trustee 
 

Hillary A. Madden, Esquire 
Trustee  

 
Young Lawyers Division Officers and Board - 2021

 
Jessica Jones, Esquire 

President 

Noelle Wilkinson, Esquire 
Vice President 

Kaitlin Fulmer, Esquire
Secretary 

Chynna R. Beisel, Esquire 
Treasurer 

 
David Marra, Esquire 

Member at Large 
 

James Fuller, Esquire 
Member at Large 
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The MCBF is currently accepting applications for the 2022 grant year.  The MCBA staff mailed invita-
tions to apply for grants to over fifty local non-profit organizations.  With a deadline to apply of June 
15, 2021, I encourage you to consider sharing this funding opportunity with non-profit agencies in 
Monroe County.  Applications are available on the MCBA website.

In the next month the Foundation Board will be reviewing scholarship applicants received from the lo-
cal public schools.  We are pleased that once again we’ve received a number of excellent candidates.  

Finally, I wish to thank those members that have graciously supported the Foundation through our 
annual campaign held in conjunction with the MCBA’s dues invoicing each year.  To date we have 
received a total of $5,100 toward our general fund, the Judge Vican scholarship fund and the general 
scholarship fund.  Your continued support will again allow us to support local students and our com-
munity.

Thank you! 

Bill Reaser

YOUNG LAWYERS 
 DIVISION NEWS

This year sees a few changes in the YLD Officers and Board.  Jess Jones takes on the role of Presi-
dent as Don Gual steps off.  We are excited to have James Fuller join the Board. The YLD would like 
to thank Don for his years as a very active YLD member and board officer.  While he may no longer 
be a young lawyer, we know his support will always be with us.
 
This past quarter we welcomed the Honorable Margherita Patti-Worthington to our virtual mentor 
lunch.  We are pleased to have Attorney Barry Cohen joining us in April. We truly value the knowledge 
that our mentors share!

The pandemic has slowed our community and board outreach but there is hope that by mid-summer 
we will be able to begin to host a few more programs and events.  We still hope to host our wine tour 
through Stroudsburg and our summer rafting trip.  And, we are holding a YLD-only virtual trivia night 
in May.  If all goes well, we hope to open it up to all membership by providing input to the MCBA staff 
so the bi-monthly contests can resume.  There’s still a traveling trophy that some of us want back!

As we move forward this year we hope to look back at this time period in a pandemic as a learning 
experience that we hope has taught us to work more effectively, value time with family, and know our 
own resiliency. 
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Congratulations!
East Stroudsburg High School South

Mock Trial Team
 

2021
Region 10 District 2 Champions

Paul Kernan, Team Coach
Deb Huffman, Attorney Advisor

Team Teacher Coach Paul Kernan with the winning team! 
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AN EXTRA THANK YOU ALL OUR 
DISTRICT MOCK TRIAL 

VOLUNTEERS! 

THE VIRTUAL COMPETITION WAS A SUCCESS!
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Celebrating our Members!
Attorney Jessica Jones has joined Deb Rivera and Kathy Sauter as a Deputy District Court Ad-
ministrator for Monroe County.  Jessica’s primary duties at the outset include reviewing transcript 
requests and assisting with various procedures for the Prothonotary’s new civil case management 
system.  Jessica joins Court Administration as an attorney and veteran law clerk, bringing a unique 
perspective to the team.  Additionally, Jessica will continue to be the Facility Dog Handler for the 
Courthouse with Nick now taking up residence in Court Administration. 

On January 1, 2021, Jessica began her term as the Young Lawyers Division President for Monroe 
County Bar Association.  She has also joined the MCBA Board of Directors as a Member at Large, 
Young Lawyers Division.  Jess is very active with MCBA and currently sits on several committees.  

Attorney Richard L. Campbell, Jr. has been promoted to Senior Law Clerk for the Honorable 
Margherita Patti-Worthington.  In addition to his responsibilities with the courts, Attorney Campbell will 
assist the Young Lawyers Division and the MCBA staff through the transitions of law clerks.  

Attorney Rebecca Young was recently named a Woman of Influence Circle of Excellence honor-
ee for 2021 by Lehigh Valley Business.  This award honors high-achieving women for their career 
accomplishments.  A partner at KingSpry, Becky earned her Juris Doctorate at Villanova University 
School of Law, her M.Ed in Mental Health Counseling from the University of Massachusetts-Amherst 
and her undergraduate degrees from University of Wisconsin-Oshkosh.  Young is an active member 
of the MCBA serving on the Pro-Bono, Find a Lawyer, and CLE Committees. 

Welcome New MCBA MembersWelcome New MCBA Members
Jill Manuel-Coughlin 
Powers Kirn, LLC 
8 Neshaminy Interplex, Suite 215 
Trevose PA 19053
609.923.4178
215.942.8661 (Fax)
jill@powerskirn.com

Attorney Manuel-Coughlin earned her B.A. from 
Bucknell University before obtaining her law degree 
from Rutgers-Law Camden.  With a primary focus in 
litigation, real estate and bankruptcy, Jill is admitted to 
practice in Pennsylvania and New Jersey.  

 
Taisha Tolliver-Duran 
King Spry Herman Freund & Faul LLC 
One West Broad Street, Suite 700
Bethlehem PA 18018
610.332.0390
610.332.0314 (Fax)
www.kingspry.com
ttolliver@kingspry.com

 
Attorney Tolliver-Duran recently joined the KingSpry 
team.  As an experienced litigation attorney and in-
surance defense, Taisha will join the firm’s Affordable 
Housing Group.  She is a graduate of Rowan 
University and Widner University Commonwealth 
Law School. 
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Member Changes
Richard L. Campell, Jr. 
Monroe County Court of Common Pleas
Senior Law Clerk for President Judge Worthington
 
Suzanne V. Estrella
Office of Victim Advocate
Acting Commonwealth Victim Advocate
1101 S Front Street, Suite 5200
Harrisburg PA 17104
sestrella@pa.gov
717.214.2256
717.787.0867 (Fax) 

Matthew D. Jinks
Retired
mdjinks.esq@gmail.com

Jessica Jones 
Monroe County Court of Common Pleas
Deputy Court Administrator

Mark A. Primrose
The Law Office of Mark A. Primrose PLLC

Casey J. Schweppenheiser
Thomas, Thomas & Hafter LLP 
1550 Pond Road, Suite 210
Allentown PA 19104
cschweppenheiser@tthlaw.com
610.332.7008
610.868.1702 (Fax)

Jaccob E. Seip, Jr. 
PO Box E
Del Mar CA 92014
858.753.8040

David K. Siegle
sieglelaw@gmail.com

To ensure the safety of all, we ask that everyone entering the Bar Center to take notice of the following:
Masks are required.   ***   Temperature readings are taken.   ***   Social distancing must be maintained.   

_____________________________________________ 

MOVING OFFICES?
CHANGING EMAILS? 

MOVING FIRMS?
Please remember to provide MCBA with changes  

to your contact information! 
Email all changes to: info2@monroebar.org 

Note - Information changes and new member applications received after the
 15th of the last month in the quarter may not be included in the next printable directory.  

_____________________________________________
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Carbon Monroe Pike Mental Health Developmental Services (CMP MHDS) has created a Monroe County
 esource Card that was shared with the Dependency Roundtable led by Judge Mark.  As you will see, the resource 
card is meant to provide names and contact information for various service organizations throughout the county 
that can assist with mental health, drug and alcohol, housing assistance, and aging/disability assistance. We hope 
that you will find this information helpful as you continue to assist members of our community. 

 
Carbon Monroe Pike Mental Health Developmental Services

Resource Card
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