
ORACLE
OCTOBER • 1939



r

GRAND
ILEUS, Albert W. Dent, Flint-Goodridge Hospital of

an:! University, New Orleans, La.

KEEPER OF RECORDS AND SEAL, George A. Isabell,

138 Ce dillee Square, Detroit, Mich.

D KEEPER OF FINANCES, Jesse B. Blayton, 212 Auburn

Ave •• N. E.. Atlenta, Ga.

DISTRICT

OFFICERS
VICE GRAND BASILEUS, P. Vaughn Sterrett, 460 Kempton Street,

New Bedford, Mass.

EDITOR-IN-CHIEF OF ORACLE. Frederick S. Weaver, 920 U
Street, N. W., Washington, D. C.

GRAND MARSHAL, Connie W. Jenkins, 79 St. Nicholas Place,

New York, N. Y.

REPRESENTATIVES
Dish-ict-Maine, New Hampshire, Vermont, Massachusetts,

Rhode Island and the Chapter at McGill Univer-
sity, Toronto, Canada. District Representative-
Brother Oscar Burrows, 690 Shawmut Ave.,
Boston, Mass.

s.co d District-New York, New Jersey, and Connecticut. District
Representative-Brother Roger M. Yancy, 45 Clin-
ton Place, Newark, N. J.

• d District-Pennsylvania, Maryland, Delaware and District of
Columbia.

District Representative, Brother Alphonzo H. Lyons,
55 Quincy Place, N. W., Washington, D. C.

District-Virginia. District Representative - Brother Ellis
Corbett, 2501 West Avenue, Norfolk, Va.

District-Tennessee, Mississippi, and Arkansas. District Rep-
resentative - Brother Z. Alexander Looby, 419
Fourth Avenue, N., Nashville, Tenn.

Sixth District-North Carolina, and South Carolina. District Repre-
sentative-Brother S. Herbert Adams, Johnson C.
Smith University, Cherlef+e, N. C.

Seventh District-Georgia, Florida, ani Alebeme, District Repre-
sentative-Brother M. R. Austelle, 53 Chestnut
Street, S. W., Atlanta, Ge.

Eighth District-Missouri, Kentucky, Kansas, Colorado and Minne-
sota. District Representative-Brother Ulysses S.
Donaldson, 4412 W. Belle Place, St. Louis, Mo •

Ninth District-Texas, Louisiana, Oklahoma, and California. District
Representative, Brother F. Rivers Barnwell, 1328
Louisiana Avenue, Fort Worth, Texas.

Tenth District-Michigan, Illinois, and lndiene, District Representa-
tive-Brother Charles E. Harry, 419 W. Twenty-
sixth Street, Indianapolis, Ind.

Eleventh District-West Virginia, and Ohio. District Representative
Brother Elvey E. Mitchell, State School for Deaf

& Blind, Institute, West Virginia.

KAPPA PSI-Washington, D. C.
Bas., James P. Ramsey, Howard Univ.
KRS. H. Franklin, Howard University

LAMBDA PSI-Salisbury, N. C.
Bas., A. B. Parke,', Livingston College
KRS. D. O. Francis, Livingston College

MU PSI-Greensboro, N. C.
Bas., Daniel O. Leatherbury, A. & T.

College
KRS. William Privett, A. & T. College

NU PSI-Ettricks, Va.
Bas., Lucius Patrick, Va. State College
KRS. James Watson, Va. State College

OMICRON PSI-Pittsburgh, Pa.
Bas., Robert Woodruff, 6701 Deary St.
KRS. Wendell P. Grigsby, 3039 Centre

Ave.
PI PSI-Urbana, III.

KRS. John M. Jones, 1203 W. Stoughton
St.

RHO PSI-Nashville, Tenn.
Bas., Walter Pinkston, Tenn. State Col-

lege
KRS. Charles Farmer, Tenn. State Col-

lege
SIGMA PSI-Austin, Texas

Bas., W. J. Coefield, Samuel Huston
College

KRS. J. O. Adams, Samuel Huston
College

TAU PSI-Durham, N. C.
Bas., Charles E. Cobb, N. C. College

for Negroes
KRS. Joseph A. Christmas, N. C. Col-

lege for Negroes
UPSILON PSI-Tallahassee, Fla.

Bas., Robert W. Gray, Florida A. & M.
College

KRS. James L. Green, Florida A. & M.
College

PHI PSI-Langston, Oklahoma
Bas., Leslie O. Hines, Langston Uni-

versity
KRS. Robert Clegg, Langston University

CHI PSI-Memphis, Tenn.
Bas., Rober+ E. Green, 741 Leach Place
KRS. Lewis McNeely, 1139 Mississippi

Ave.

CHAPTER DIRECTORY
(Corrected May, 1939)

HA-Washington, D. C.
Bas., Eugene Clark, Howard University
K S. R. Lionel Fie!ds, Howard University

,:,,:"'TA---l.incoln University, Pa.
Bas., John W. Thomas, Lincoln University
KRS. J. E. Johnson, Lincoln University

GAl MA-Boston, Mass.
Bes., Oscar Burrows, 690 Shawmut Ave.
KRS. Darnley Corbin, 34 Williams St.

aTA-Nashville, Tenn.
Bas., Carl M. Peterson, 2416 Heffer-

nan St.
KRS. H. E. Caldwell, 2416 Heffernan St.

EPSILON-New York, N. Y.
Bas., M. T. Gibbs, 52 St. Nicholas Place
KRS. Claude McAdams, 224 W. 13'8th

St.
ZETA-Richmond, Va.

Bes., Tucker Dearing, Virginia Union
University "

KRS. Joseph Pruden, Virginia Union
University

T .ETA-Marshall, Texas
Bas., William Briscoe, Wiley College
KRS. H. E. McCoy, Wiley College

IOTA-Chicago, Illinois
Bas., Denton J. Brooks, 1311 W. 109th St.
KRS. Harold W. Woodson, 6619 St.

Lawrence Ave.
LAMBDA-Los Angeles, Calif.

Bes., Dr. E. W. Narcisse, 1110 E. 18th
Street

KRS. Earl A. EIIi~, 1305 W. 35th St.
U-Philadelphia, Pa.

Bes., Robert Hazelwood, 916 N. 48th St.
KRS. W. P. Harris, 906 S. 19th St.

U-State College, Pa.
Bas., Arthur Coleman, III S. Allen

Street, Apt. 5
KRS. Norwood H. Ewell, III S. Allen

Street, Apt. 5
SILON-Wilberforce, Ohio

Bas., William A. Brower, Wilberforce
University

KRS. Melvyn Gault, Wilberforce Uni-
versity

RHO-Charlotte, N. C.
Bas., T. O. Garrett, J. C. Smith Uni-

versity
KRS. R. T. Amos, J. C. Smith University

XI-St. Paul, Minn.
Bas., R. C. Allen, 767 St. Anthony Ave.
KRS. J. W. Brooks

PI-Baltimore, Md.
Bas., Richard Sowell, Morgan College
KRS. John Cheatham, Morgan College

PHI-Ann Arbor, Mich.
Bas., Raymond L Hayes, 217 Glenn Ave.
KRS. Wm. H. Ridley, 1009 Ann St.

PSI-Atlanta, Ga.
KRS. Walter R. Harley, Morehouse Col-

lege
BETA PSI-Atlanta, Ga.

Bes., Rufus Cooper, Clark University
KRS. George Williams, Clark University

GAMMA PSI-Talladega, Ala.
Bas., George W. Brothers, Talladega

College
KRS. Nimrod Sherman, Talladega Col-

lege
DELTA PSI-Raleigh, N. C.

Bas., V. K. Tibbs, Shaw University
KRS. G. Browning, Shaw University

ZETA PSI-Brooklyn, N. Y.
Bas., Edward Taylor, 179 Decatur St.
KRS. Charles L. Trice, 386 Van Buren St.

THETA PSI-Instituttl, W. Va.
Bas., James Gaskins, W. Va. State Col-

lege
KRS. Spencer Roberts, W. Va. State

College
XI PSI-Orangeburg, S. C.

Bas., Mark L. Andrews, S. C. State
College

KRS. James Carter, S. C. State College
ETA PSI-Nashville, Tenn.

Bas., Wirt S. Grady, Fisk University
KRS. John A. Baugh, Fisk University

IOTA PSI-Columbur, Ohio
Bas., W. A. Cowell, 333 Clarendon Ave.
KRS. George Freman, 333 Clarendon

Avenue

IContinued on Inside Back Cover)



·~I

TheORACLE
F REDER ICK S. WEA V E R
920 U STREET, N. W.
WASHINGTON D. C .I

• CONTENTS FOR OCTOBER..:::< 19:5 9
-: Page

Rho Psi, Nashville, Tenn. (Photo) : .. .': 58
The Oracle Speaks (Editorials):

The Negro in Government and Politics 59
Our Plight in the Next War 59

Omega Poets
This is the Land

Selected by an Omega Brother 60
I Ventured

By Ernest J. Wilson, Jr 60
The Negro in American Civilization

By V. F. Calverton 61
The Omega Fellowship Award for 1939

By W. Montague Cobb 63
The Supreme Council (Photo) 64
A Fraternity Man? ... So What?

By Colden Brown..................... . 65
Opportunities for Negroes in the Biological Sciences

By Edward Ferguson 68
Down the Hudson with Epsilon .

Another Showboat Sets Sail
By Irving Selden 70

Another Mighty Basileus
By Frederick S. Weaver ·72

Caught by the Oracle Cameraman (Photos) }3
Organized Labor and the Negro

By C. James Reynolds 74
I Am Thankful for the Great Depression

By M. Beaunorus Tolson 76
An Omeg-a Man You Should Know

By Charles W. Maxwell. l 79
Chapter Caravan

By William Forsythe, Jr 80
After School

By Harvey J. Reynolds 83

1"\. BEAUNORUS TOLSON. i"\ANAGINGEDITOR.

James Nabrit, Esq Business Manager
Alphonzo Lyons Circulation Manager
Arthur Wieseger Advertising Manager

Alfred Neal . ..... Assistant Business Manager
Marshall F. Robinson Asst. Circulation Mgr.
S. Milton Clarke, Jr Asst. Advertising Mgr.

EDITORIAL AND LITERARY STAFF

Otto McClarrin
Langston Hughes
Lloyd T. Barnes
Theodore Boston
Charles E. King

S. Randolph Edmonds
William Forsythe
Wclford Wilson
John Aubrey Davis
H. L. Van Dyke

George W. Goodman
Frederic Aden
Fritz Cansler
Charles W. Maxwell
Homer Hamilton
Irving Selden

ADVISORY BOARD

Dwight Vincent Kyle
Rev. Edgar A. Love
Richard O. Berry

WALTER N. RIDLEY, Chairman
S. Herman Dreer
Roy Wilkins
Sterling Brown

John P. Murchison
Webster L. Porter
Robert Hazelwood

Offici.ally published quarterly by the Omega Psi Phi Fraternity, Inc., at 920. U Street,
Northwest, Washington, D.C., during the months of March, June, OCtober and
December, and entered as second-class matter at the Post Office at Washington, D.C.,
under the Act of March 3, 1879.

51 GLE COPIES THIRTY CENTS ONE DOI".LAR YEARLY



HO PSI • .NASHVILLE~ TENN.• • •

1. Z. A. Looby, 2. Levi Rowan Patton, 3. B. A. Cox, 4. W. J. Hale, 5. F. J. Henry,
6. F. W. Strange, 7. W. S. Davis, 8. R. E. Clay, 9. Luther Glanton, 10. W. J. Hale, Jr.,
11. Oliver Ward, 12: Harold Love, 13. Arnold Love, 14. William Bell. 15. Joe Freeman,
16. Reve Grandierson Rivers, 17. Frederick Sumrall, 18. Kittrell Brewer, 19. James
Mullens, 20. Erskine Lytle, 21. Isaac Watson, 22. Wellington Howard, 23. Howard
Driver, 24. Donald E. Officer, 5. Charles Farmer, 26. Walter C. Pinkston, 27. William
Murdic 28. Wilbourne Cochrane, 29. La Verne Crawford, 30. Jerry Hughes, 31. Alonzo
Martin, 32. Edward Ellis, 33. Fred Stott, 34. David Ulmer, 35. Don. Q. Pullen, 36. James
K. Davis, 37. James Woods, 38. John Weatherford, 39. Robert Cohen, 40. George Turner,

41. Luttrell Slaughter.

J



r
THE ORACLE SPEAKS

q

• • •• • •

THE NEGRO IN GOVERNMENT AND POLITICS

WEARE ON THE THRESHOLD of the most
important year, so far as government and

politics are concerned, since the adoption of our
National Constitution. Our Achievement Week
will usher in twelve months of bitter struggle not
for mere party supremacy in November, 1940, but
between radically different political ideologies to
determine the future basic principles of our gov-
ernment. Omega will be rendering a great ser-
vice to our nation this fall, in calling attention to
the part which Negroes have taken in government
and politics from Prince Hall to our present lead-
ers.

The fact that clouds of war are enveloping the
world and the storm has broken in many places
only intensifies the need for our country to know
the part which Negroes have had in protecting
this nation against itself and enabling it in 1939
to stand out before the world as a strong nation
striving toward ideals of liberty. We do not know
what part the United States will find it necessary
to play in bringing peace to the world. It is
clear, however, that this is the time for Negroes
to tell America about the contribution which they
have made to government and politics during the
past century and a half, so as to add one more

powerful argument against their being ignored in
the formulation of our national and international
policies and programs in the months ahead.

Some of the men and women, who would be
honored under this theme, never held official po-
sitions but were influential in the politics of their
day. Among the early ones might be mentioned
Prince Hall, Paul Cuffe, Samuel Ringgold Ward,
Charles L. Reason, Charles L. Redmond, Harriet
Tubman, Sojourner Truth, Frederick Douglass
and a surprisingly long list of others. Negroes
in the national Congress and state legislatures,
on city councils and boards of alderman, and in
the struggle for political power from national
party organizations to ward committees, have
been influential in making America great. Con-
temporaneous with us are some whose names im-
mediately come to our minds. But all down
through the years of our national existence there
have been Negro men and wo.men, representing
every' section of our country and all political
parties, fighting doggedly for the political rights
of their group and working constructively to build
a good government.

Achievement Week, this year, will do more than
honor and remind. It will render a real national
service.-C. C. J.

--------------.--------------
OUR PLIGHT IN THE NEXT WAft

WAR HAS BEEN DECLARED in Europe.
This country, under the leadership of Presi-

dent Roosevelt, is bending every effort to keep
America out, so they say. Every effort was made
to keep America out of the last war, but in spite
of it all, we went in. It is not improbable that
before the present conflict is over, we will again
be called upon to shed our blood upon the battle-
field.

If such is the case, black men will be drafted
1:0 fight side by side with the white men of this
country-men who have had better opportuni-
'e~ to prepare themselves for such a conflict.

~-egroes have fought in every major war in
hich this country has participated. Though

untrained for such service, we have willingly
eeded the call of our country in every instance
:. engagement.

== the call comes again, Negroes will willingly

take their places on the front lines. Because we
are untrained and unprepared as a race to engage
in military conflicts, we may again be the first
to fall.

That we are untrained militarily is due to the
jim-crow policy of our Army and Navy. There
has never been a Negro to graduate from the
Naval Academy, and only three from West Point,
one, a lieutenant, is now stationed at Tuskegee.
His father rose through the ranks to be a com-
missioned officer. Officials of the Army and Navy
have always found grounds to exclude us from
entering and completing the four-year course.

Nothing could have been a business of the
Special Session of Congress more important than
the enacting of legislation that would provide for
the military training of all of its qualified citi-
zens who wish such training.

Negroes should have learned a lesson from the

-
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.as war but they didn't. Twenty-two years
- ve elapsed since we entered the World War,
and Xegroes are not any better prepared mili-
tarily than they were at that time. This condi-
.on' largely due to the fact that there has never

been any mass effort on our part to crash the
jim-crow policy of our Army and Navy. We

ave been contented merely to point to the injus-
tice-to deplore-to view with alarm. We have
never risen as a unit and in one voice demanded
:hat we be given the same opportunity to prepare
our elves for war as is given the white men and
aliens in this country.

At the last session of Congress, Representa-
rive Fish, of New York, introduced two resolu-
.ons,: which if approved by the Congress, would

do much toward wiping out Army and Navy dis-.
crimination. Did Negroes get behind these mea-
sures and demand their passage ? No ! The
ORACLE,in an editorial in the June issue, called

the attention of Omega to these resolutions and
urged the chapters to write to their Congressmen
urging immediate consideration and passage of
the bills. Of all the chapters in Omega, only one,
Alpha-Omega, of Washington, D.C. sent in such
a petition, and only one District Conference, the
Third, likewise complied.

Omega men must remember, that we like other
Negroes, will be called upon to shoulder arms if
this country goes to war. We, like other Negroes,
will be compelled to expose our backs and chests
to Hitler's bullets. As college men, we should,
therefore, recognize legislation designed to en-
able us to serve our country better and at the
same time defend ourselves better. When we see
such legislation, we should throw our full force
and effect behind it and demand its enactment.

It is not too late to act. Because we have slept
for twenty-two years is no excuse for continuing
to sleep. Let's demand, in one voice, that we too
be allowed to prepare for war in time of peace!

OMEGA POETS
---~----.--------

.• •• • • • • •

This Is the Land
THIS IS THE LAND where hate should die-

No feuds of faith, no spleen of race
_-0 darkly brooding fear should try

Beneath our flag to find a place.
Lo ~ every people here has sent

Its sons to answer freedom's call;
Their lifeblood is the strong cement

That builds and binds the Nation's walls.
Thi is the land where hate should die-

Though dear to me my faith and shrine,
I erve my country well when I

Respect beliefs that are not mine.
He little loves his land who'd cast

ponhis neighbor's word a doubt,
Or cite the wrongs of ages past

From present rights to bar him out.
Thi is the land where hate should die-

This is the land where strife should cease;
"here foul, suspicious fear should fly
Before our flag of light and peace.

Then let us purge from poisoned thought
That service to the state we give,

And 0 be worthy as we ought
Of this great land in which we live.

-'S'elected.
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I Ventured
I~IKE A FOOL I decided to know myself-

I looked within and became raving mad
I hid myself in a corner,

I lashed my head against the walls,
I frantically tore at the bars of my soul,

I sought release but found none
Now I know and I can't forget.

Like a fool I decided to see myself.

Now I gibber like a loon at the moon
I hate myself . . . . .

I curse myself . . . . .
I run from the light of the stars,

Turmoil .". . . maddening,
Agony . . . . saddening,

Like a gust of dust sanity ran
As a friend of the night I wander
Hopelessly seeking relief.

ERNEST J. WILSON, JR.,
Alpha Chapter.

--" ---0-----

"This is the Land," the poem in the first col-
umm, was submitted by an Omega brother be-
cause of its timelimees clue to present world con-
ditions .-E!ditor.
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THE NEGRO IN AMERICAN CIVILIZATION •

• BY V. F. CALVERTON

T HE AMERICAN NEGRO represents the
most interesting and the most difficult,

the most provocative and the most perplexing
race-problem in the world today. There are mare

egroes in America than there are Irish in Ire-
land or Jews in the entire world-a greater
minority than any other people in the United
States.

. Being a Negro in the United States today is
like being a prisoner in a jail which has several
corridors and squares in which it is possible

occasionally to see the sun and
walk amid the flowers and fields
that belong to the unimprisoned
elements of humanity. Beyond
the contours of that circum-
scribed world there is little
territory, economic or physical,
in which he can have that free-
dom necessary for individual
advance and social progress.

The Negro is faced with laws prohibiting him
from living in Syracuse, Ohio, Lawrenceburg,
Ellwood and Salem, Indiana, and Canton, Hay-
wood County, Mitchell and Madison Counties,

orth Carolina. In communities where he can
live he is segregated, persecuted, suppressed.

If he dares to insist on his rights, privileges
and liberties as guaranteed by the Thirteenth,
Fourteenth and Fifteenth Amendments to the
Constitution, he is considered a "bad nigger." His
education is supervised by white men or by Ne-
groes who represent the Uncle Tom psychology
approved by white men. His labor is exploited
a ruthlessly as if he were a slave. In the courts,
as instanced by the Scottsboro case and others,
be is faced with a prejudice as violent and insane
as that confronting a Jew or Communist in Ger-
many. In fact, when lynching is included in the
picture, his plight is far worse than that of the
German Jew or Communist.

It is a common belief that the Negro in
Africa was an uncultured savage, a wild man of
rhe jungle, who was disciplined to civilized ways
by his white masters in the South.

"If I could find a Negro who knew Greek
syntax," Calhoun declared, "I should believe the
_-egro was a human being and ought to be treated
as a man."

CALVERTON

In order to broaden the culture of the reader~ of
the "Oracle" and to get away from a devitalizing
sectarianism, the editors of this journal have, from
time to time, invited outstanding writers from other
groups to make contributions to these pages, -This
editorial gesture has met with universal approbation.

in harmony with this policy, we are delighted to
introduce to our readers V. F. Calverton, editor, critic,
anthropologist, historian and world-famous lecturer,
the author of sixteen books in several fields of learn-
ing.

His volumes, "The Newer Spirit," "Sex Expression
in Literature," "The Bankruptcy of Marr-iage," "The
Making of Man," "The Liberation of American Lit-
erature" and "The Man Inside" place Mr. Calverton
e.mong the leading intellectuals of America,

Negroes should be particularly interested -in .this
white scholar because of his profound interest in them.
Through the pages of the principal French, German
and American magazines he has fought for the Neir~
intellectuals and the Negro masses. His "Anthology
of Negro Literature" is required reading.

It was Mr. Calverton who introduced the literary
work of M. B. Tolson to America in "Current History" .
and "The Modern Monthly." In the latter .magazine
appeared 'several of the poems from Mr. Tolson's epic,
"A Gallery of Harlem Portraits." On account of lim-
ited space, the editors were compelled to condense
this fine article. . 'L" ""1'>

It is our hope to present Mr. Calverton in a, series
(of lectures before Negro and white gf()IUPSas soon as
he completes his three-volume "History of. ~Terica."

Calhoun's conception of the Negrowas char-
acteristic of his day. As a matter of fact, it con-
tinues to be a characteristic of the South even
today, despite the fact that not only have Negroes
learned Greek syntax, but some of them have
succeeded in becoming reputable anddistin-
guished Greek scholars. If the Negro's 'past
were better known, there would be fewer attempts
to prove his biological inferiority. The discov-
eries of archeeologists, dating from the explora-
tions of over a century ago, have disclosed the
remnants of African culture that hitherto was
almost completely unknown. Tennyson's youth-
ful apostrophe to Timbuctoo has a deeper mean-
ing and import today. Timbuctoo stands now' as
but a single reminder of an ancient civilization
that was, perhaps, as rare in diversity and as
advanced in ways of life as any civilization, how-
ever adjacent or remote, of its time. The pro~i.·
ucts of this civilization, or if we wish to include
the civilizations of Ethiopia, Ghana, Melle arid
the Songhay in separate categories, then of these
civilizations, are an eloquent testimony to their

THE ORACLE~ J



types in even more striking form. The character
of Teacake, in Their Eyes Are Watching God, is
an exceptionally effective portrayal of a type of
Negro that has never been captured in fiction be-
fore. In M. B. Tolson's A Galle1"y of Ha1"le1nP01"-
traits, which is an urbanized "Spoon River An-
thology," still-other-and even more various types
come:~t6:tife in" a most direct and intimate fash-
iOlf.' 'Tolson promises to be one of the richest
talents produced by Negro literature in America.
The 'latest writer, following in this same simple,
proletarian tradition, is Richard Wright, whose
collection of short stories, Uncle T01n,'s Children,
has about it the unquestioned stamp of genius ....

Today, Negro leadership can be divided into
three groups: right, center, and left. The right
is led by those Negroes who still believe that
the Uncle Tom psychology advocated by Booker
T. Washington .is best for the race; the center,
derived from Burghardt Du Bois, believes in
fighting for Negrorights upon every occasion but
at the same time fighting within the framework
of our present economic system; the left believes
that the real fight must be waged against the
capitalist system because rso long as-capitalism
survives the Negro will be downtrodden and op-
pressed. The forces of the center and left have
grown in recent years. The Negro has a new
future to look forward to, because the unity of
white and black labor is a signal step in break-
ing down prejudices and hostilities. The C.I.O.
has revolutionized American Labor.

THE NEGRO IN AMERICAN CIVILIZATION

_rogr ss. . .. All through West Africa the Ne-
- had e tablished many centers of learning.

- eir chools and universities, courses were
ziven in music, rhetoric, logic, eloquence, diction,
- e principles of arithmetic, hygiene, medicine,
_rosody, philosophy, ethnography and astron-
o _. The Negro scholars in, many instances
snrpa ed the Arabian, who were then the great-
L in the world.

The Negro, it is obvious, was not an unen-
-':g ened primitive, brought to America in order
-0 be Christianized and enslaved. He was not
of a people without a tradition. In fact, Emile
Torday declared, in the light Of the Negro's con-

ibution to ancient culture, that "we are in-
deb ed to the Negro for the very :keystone of our
modern civilization and we owe to him the dis-
covery of iron."

When Dvorak sought to find inspiration for
hi ew World Symphony, inevitably he turned
:0 he folk music of the Negro. His 'spirituals
are the aching, poignant cry of a whole people.
Je u is the incarnation of the suffering soul of
a race. The blues and the labor songs are folk-
lore in poetic form, springing spontaneously
from the simple everyday life of an oppressed
people. In jazz this vital and overwhelming ex-
berance of the American Negro reaches its apex

in physical dynamics.
Without question the work of Jean Toomer,

Rudolph Fisher, W. Burghardt DuBois, Walter
\Dllte and Zora Hurston in fiction; Langston
Hughes, Countee Cullen, Claude McKay and M.
B. Tolson in verse; Alaine Locke, Franklin Fra-
zier, James Weldon Johnson, Charles S. Johnson,
Abram Harris and George Schuyler in the essay
-all this has been distinguished by fine intelli-
gence and advancing artistic vision. The world
of art is made brilliant by the genius of Marian
Anderson, Paul Robeson, Roland Hayes and Rich-
ard Harrison.

As the racialism of the Negro has become
more assertive and radical, a new attitude has
begun to reveal itself in his fiction. In Fire in
the Flint, for instance, Walter White has chosen
a doctor for his protagonist; in There Is Con-
iusion. Jessie Fauset has featured a dancer as her
::18r' in Quicksand Nella Larsen has selected a
- hoo! teacher for her main character.

But with the rapid slump in our economic
Jfe the emphasis in literature has shifted to
prole arian types. We see this change in Negro
fie on, In Zora Hurston's work we meet these

THE ORACLE
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HE OMEGA FELLOWSHIP AW ARB FOR 1939

• BY W. JV\ONTAGUE COBB

The Fellow

'[HE FIRST OMEGA Fellowship Award of
five hundred dollars under our new plan has

been made in support of creative effort in litera-
ure to Brother Melvin Beaunorus Tolson, Pro-

fessor of English,
Wiley College, Mar-
shall, Texas. Broth-
er Tolson will use
the opportunity af-
forded by the fel-
lowship to complete
his novel, "Trou-
bled in Mind," on
which he has writ-
ten about t h r e e
hundred pages and
threatens t 0 d 0

more than as many
again, and .f 0 r
which he has good
prospects of publi-
cation by an emin-
ent house. The
novel will follow

L e career of Duke Walpole from Kansas City to
Earlem, in a portrayal of the "evolution of a Ne-
gro artist against the varied background' of
_ merican life."

Brother Tolson is thirty-eight years old and
ha a wife and five children aged four, eleven,
welve, fourteen and fifteen. We trust the

ORACLEwill early carry a family group.
Our fellow is a Bachelor of Arts from Lincoln

'23) and a Master of Arts in .English from Co-
lumbia ('33). His thesis was entitled, "The
Harlem Renaissance." He was an undergraduate
in tructor in English and Public Speaking at
Lincoln during his. senior year.

We know of nine prizes awarded his literary
efforts: Iowa Short 'Story Prize; Interstate
Poetry Prize; Smith English Prize, Kansas City;
:Jelta Rho Debate Key; Randall .Medal in Ora-
cory ew York City; Presbyterian Essay Prize
in Education; Obdyke Debate Prize; Moore Eng-
::::h Prize; Train Oratorical Medal. .

Poem by Brother Tolson have appeared in
"Art Quarterly," "Current History," "Trend"

TOLSON

and "Modern Monthly"; articles in "Eros,"
"American Sonnets," "International Forensic,"
"The Teaching of English," "Flash," "The
ORACLE," "Th'e Call," "Crown Anthology,"
"American Poets," and sundry newspapers. Tol-
son for some time has written a weekly news-
paper column, "Caviar and Cabbage," for the
Washington Tribune. He is a member of the edi-
torial staffs of this paper and of the ORACLE.

Tolson is also the author of a Negro epic, "A
Gallery of Harlem Portraits," parts of which
have been published in the Modern Monthly.

The Applicants
Nineteen properly completed applications were

received by the Commission. The fields repre-
sented were Chemistry, Education (5) ,Psy-
chology, Mathematics, English (5), Chiropody,
Juvenile Delinquency, History, Economics, Stage
Lighting and Furniture Brokerage.

The applicants ranged in. age from 20 to 48
years. Twelve were under thirty, and seven,
thirty years or older.

Four candidates had no employment .at the
time of application and four others were not em- .
ployed in occupations closely related to their
fields. Of the eleven now. engaged in their chosen
fields the occupations ranged in level from student
to college dean, and only two were not working
in educational institrtions.

Eighteen of the applicants had received the'
Bachelor's degree, seven the Master's also, an/'

one the B. Pd. in addition to the Bachelor's. No
candidates had degrees of more advanced grade.

The Selection
The work of the Commission was not particu-

larly difficult until the field had been reduced to
six men. By further careful study it was satis-
factorily narrowed to three, anyone" of whom
we felt would have made a justifiable and worthy
investment for our Fraternity's aims and aid.

On these three brothers the evidence in hand
. in respect to academic record, social stability

endorsements, occupational status, professional
training, and general 'accomplishment in life ac-
cording to opportunity, showed little significant
differential. Specificity of project, its present
stage of completion, and its potential significance,
together with impressive evidence of the ability
of the candidate to carry out his proposals led us
to place upon Brother Tolson the load of con-
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as well. Our first year's expenses approximate
$90.00 distributed as follows: Clerical services
$12.14, printing, $17.00, postage $12.00, chair-
man's fare to Chicago Conclave $51.00. This is
something less than a fifth the amount of the fel-
lowship. To secure the greatest return at least
cost the Fraternity should create more awards.

The members of the Commission have not all
met each other, but to a man have cooperated in
ideal fraternal fashion. Delays which were un-
avoidable this year we hope will be eliminated in
the future.

The 1939 Commission is composed of Dean
David A. Lane, Louisville Municipal College; Dr.
S. Milton Nabrit, Atlanta University; Professor
S. Randolph Edmonds, Dillard University; Dr.
Percy Julian, Glidden Chemical Company, Chi-
cago; and Dr. W. Montague Cobb, chairman,
Howard University School of Medicine.

THE OMEGA FELLOWSHIP AWARD FOR 1939

--=-==--------.--------------
THE SUPREME COUNCIL • •

eing he Fraternity that our new fellowship
rogram is a good idea.
The Commission itself sees clearly the need

::or more awards.
Operation. of the Commiseion.

A large amount of gratuitous time and labor
o.r the members of the Commission was required
o award this year's single fellowship. This was

heightened by the fact that there was no provi-
-' on for our meeting together and our decision
, ad to be reached through prolonged round-robin
correspondence. This entails too much delay and
careful letter drafting, which could be avoided
if the Fraternity would provide for our coming
together at one meeting. Some of us do not feel
we can continue with the Commission unless this
provision is made.

The Fraternity should not only bear in mind
what a Commission means in work but in money

• • •

Left to righ~, Frederick S. Weaver, editor of the "Oracle," Washington, D.C.; Jesse B. BIayton, Grand
Keeper of F'inances, Atlanta, Ga.; George A. Isabell, Grand Keeper of Records and Seal, Detroit, Mich.'
P. Vaughn Sterrett, Vice Grand Basileus, New Bedford, Mass.; Albert W. Dent, Grand Basileus, Ne,~
Orleans, La., are shown holding their summer meeting in the log cabin of the Y.M.C.A. in New York
City, August 17-18. Meeting simultaneously with the Council were the Achievement Week, Scholarship
and History committees, and several of the District Representatives.
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FRATERNITV MAN? • SO WHAT?•

• BY COLDEN BROWN

JUST A LITTLE OVER a century ago, John
B. Russworm finished Bowdoin. He was the

first Negro to graduate from an American univer-
ity. His career as journalist, educator, lecturer

and lifetime fighter for human rights justified the
fondest hopes of the race. Since that time there
have been apprpoximately twenty thousand Negro
graduates of American colleges and universities
of which less than half are still living. More
than any other single group, these graduates, by
virtue of their positions, as teachers, ministers,
lawyers, social workers and civil service em-
ployees have opportunities to influence for good
or ill the destiny of the Negro in the American
ocial scheme.

Especially is this true of the Negr-o fraternity
man. He is supposed to represent the cream of
the college crop. The best brains of the race.
The logical group for intelligent progressive lead-
ership. In actual practice, this is far from true.
All of the fraternities embody in their programs
the idea of some constructive service to the race.
While there are exceptions here and there, in the
main, there is among Negro fraternity men so
much indifference to, and such a distressing lack
of interest in the big vital problems of the race
which should be their concern, that aside frO!ID
their Own immediate group the term "fraternity
man" is meaningless. While their failures are
numerous it is not the purpose of this article to
examine them, but rather to point out a few lines
of action which will make their influence felt and
bring about a realization of the ideals for which
they were created.

One of the services which can be rendered by
fraternity men in whatever communities, large
Or small, they find themselves is the diffusion of
knowledge relating to the Negro's history and
background in American civilization. There
must come the negation of the old idea that the
~ egro is a new comer to the American scene, and
that he exists here by grace. There are theories
that African Negroes reached America and in-
fluenced Indian civilization prior to the arrival j

of the white man. These theories are set forth
with much corroborative evidence by Professor
Leo Weiner, formerly of Harvard University, in
hi three-volume work entitled, "Africa and the
D' covery of America." He bases his evidence
on he discernable traces of African religious rites

The author of this article is a graduate of Lincoln
University (Pa.) and a resident of New York City.
Brother Brown is a forceful and eloquent orator
and effective politicians, having run recently for
membership in his state legislature.

in Indian religious customs, and on the frequent
appearance of Negroid features in the carvings
and sculpture of many Indian tribes. He con-
tends that rnany products considered indigeous
to America, such as sweet potatoes, corn and to-
bacco, were introduced among the Indians by
African Negroes. He points with emphasis to
the statement in the "Journal of the Third Voy-
age," in which Christopher Columbus expresses
his intention of sailing West from Guinea in
order to verify what the Indians had told him
about Negroes from that part of Africa who had
traded with them in gold. .

The pilot of Columbus' flagship on the first
voyage was a Negro, and the pilot of the Nina on
the third voyage was also one, his name was
Alonzo Pietro. History also attests the fact that
there were Negroes with Balboa, Cortez Bizzarro
De Sota and other great explorers. ' A Negro
called Estenancio was a member of the expedition
which explored the Rio Grande and was the first
guide of the expedition which resulted in the dis-
covery of what is now Arizona and New Mexico.
From this we see that there were Negroes in
America before the introduction of slavery in
1619. .

Another totally false idea which merits our
condemnation is that the Negro was docile and
submissive and was even happy in his state of
slavery. This idea has been spread so widely in
novels, plays and textbooks that some Negroes
have come to believe it as gospel truth. Instead,
however, of being docile the Negro has been ready
to fight and has fought not only for American
freedom but his own, as well. I need but mention
briefly in passing the two Negro heroes of the
American Revolution, Crispus Attucks and Peter
Salem; the large number of Negroes who fought
under Perry at the Battle of Lake Erie in the
War of 1812; and under Andrew Jackson at the
Battle of New Orleans, the 250,000 Negro troops
who served in the Union Anmv in the Civil War;
the exploits of the Ninth and -Tenth Cavalries in
the Spanish-American War, and honors achieved
by Negroes during the World War when entire
regiments were decorated with the Croix de
Guerre.
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order in which each :man and each woman, shall
be able to attain to the fullest stature of which
they are innately capable, and be recognized by
others for what they are regardless of the circum-
stance] of birth, race or position. To the extent
that fraternity men assist in its realization is the
extent of their usefulness to the race.

The question now arises, what are we as fra-
ternity men going to do about our American heri-
tage? Do we still subscribe to th z old ideas that
the Negro is and must remain an alien element in
America.? Do we still believe in representative
de:mocracy? Despite its shortcomings do we or
do we not consider it superior to any of the sub-
stitutes currently offered us? Are 'we willing to
trade our self-respect for security: O<1rbackbone
for bread? If not, what can we do to stem the
tide of discrimination and oppression which tends
to engulf us? Shall we let things drift as they
have for so many years gone by, or shall we realize
and accept our responsibilities as Negro Amer-
icans? Noone of us can do much but we need to
remember what Voltaire said: "How infinitesmaj
is the i:mportance of anything I can do, but how
infinitely important it is that I should do it."
What can I do? you ask. Well here is my answer:
You can take time enough from your business and
recreation to study and understand the political
philosophy underlying the American tradition of
representative democracy, particularly as it re-
lates to minority groups, civil and religious lib-
erties. You can interpret this philosophy to your
fellow citizens. You can test every proposed gov-
ernmental policy against this philosophy, thinking
independently and not following hurried opinion.
You can take an active part in politics by helpin l
to form policies and by assisting in selecting and
electing the right men to office. Thti's you can
build respect for politics as .a career. You can

. vote yourself and see that other do so. You can
advise and counsel regarding pending public
questions with your elected representatives in
city, county, state and nation. You can seek ways
of rendering public service by serving on com-
munity committees and if possible by holding
public office. You can support personally and fi-
nancially all liberal and progressive organizations
having as their aim the defense of civil liberties.
You can give of your time and energy in helping
vote yourself and see that others do so. You can
interest yourself in education, public and private,
by insisting first, that the curriculum stress the
importance of mental discipline; second, by in-

A FRATERNITY MAN? .... so WHAT?

.: ar rom being happy in his state of slavery,
-~;ore were frequent and consistent attempts by
_-cgTO ~ 0 gain their freedom by armed revolt,

1-,10 here was a revolt of slaves in South
,-aro ina led by one Cato which resulted in an
appalling loss of life. In 1800 two slaves, one
~'ed Gabriel and the other Jack Bowler, or-
zanized 1,000 Negroes in Henrico County,' Vir-
ginia 0 take the City of Richmond. Th.ere was
the in urrections of Denmark Vesey in'1827 and
- at of at Turner at Cross Keys, Virginia in
_831 which necessitated the calling of United
State troops, There were Negroes with old John
Brown as he spread terror up and down the land
shortly before the Civil War.

\\hile these insurrections failed in their im-
edia e objectives they nevertheless served to

:ocus attention upon a condition which was the
shame of a so-called civilized nation. Not all
_-egroes were slaves, however. The census of
I-gO howed 757,181 Negroes in the United States
0_ wmch59;557 were. free .. At the outbreak of
the Civil War the total Negro population was
4.441,830 of which 488,070 were free. The end
0: the Civil War saw likewise the end of slavery.

During the centuries that the Negro has been
in America he has done more than his share in its
building, its maintenance and its preservation.
He ha moreover been the subject of much ques-
ioning and wonder. Just as the theologians in

the middle ages engaged in long and earnest dis-
cu ions as to the number of angels who could
stand on the point of a needle, there were long
and erious discussions about the Negro.-
\\bethel' cr not he was a human being with a
soul ; whether he had the intellectual capacity to
-earn; whether, if given his physical freedom,
would he sink to barbarism and take with him
the whole structure of civilization. Today the
que tion revolves around the Negro's admission
La the full and unlimited rights and privileges of
citizenship upon the same terms on which they are
accorded to the other groups that go into the mak-
ing of the American family.

I is here that the Negro fraternity man can
best erve the race and the communities of which
he is a part. Our fathers and mothers in the
back-breaking toil of the fields and kitchens long
_ears ago, had hopes, visions and dreamed dreams.
Theirs was a dream of a land in which life would
be fuller and richer for every man with oppor-
runity for each according to his ability or achieve-
ment, It was not a dream of an abundance of
material things alone, but a dream of a social
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sis ing on the study of political philosophy where
ne nee time and again the recurrence of reac-

zionary movements similar to those we are now
witne sing in this country; third, by insisting on
- e study of Negro history so that the rising gen-
eration may understand the role he has played,
and acquire a sense of pride in his achievements,
and last, you can refuse to spend your money
"here you have no opportunities to work.

There are a few signs of promise now in the
sky. Signs that the people themselves are be-
ginning to crave something more' than is vouch-
safed to them at present. Not only in America
but all over the world, rumblings are heard.
Azikems in Africa has carried on a brave fight
against England's colonial policy. Raj Anan in
India has exposed the social system in all its vic-
iousness. Jaques Roumain in Haiti has written
most bitterly against the oppression of his people.
In the United States we take courage from the
continued growth of the share-cropper's unions
in the South and Southwest; the strong positions
of egroes in the West Coast Maritime Unions;
the continued infiltration of Negroes into the
A. F. of L. and the C. 1. 0.; the fight forequaliza-
tion of teachers' salaries in Norfolk, Va.; the
arge numbers of Negroes led by Samuel Solomon

who voted in Miami recently in spite of Klan
threats, and the legislative campaign carried on

in Harlem regarding nondiscriminatory civil
rights bills.

We have a long, arduous road to travel if we
are to realize our dream in the life of the nation.
But if we fail there is nothing left bult the old
eternal round. The alternative is the failure of
the fraternity man to rise to full stature; the fail-
ure of all that the dream has held of hope and
promise for the race. The period of history that
we can trace encourages us to believe that the
forces which make for human sympathy and tol-
erance are as real as those other undoubted
forces which make for hostility and strife. The
union of mankind in peace and cooperation has
been the subject of prophecy, the underlying
theme of all systems of philosophy, the goal of all
religions and must now become the conscious aim
of Negro fraternity 'men.
"'Still glides the stream, and shall forever glide
The form remains, the function never dies'
While we the brave, the mighty, and the wise
We men, who in Our morn of youth defied
The elements, must vanish; be it so!
Enough, if something from our hands have power
To live and act and serve the futuro hour;
And if as toward the silent tomb we go,
Through love, through hope, and faith's

transcendent dower.
We feel that we are greater than we know."

-oWardsworth

---------------.--------------

HAS YOUR CHAPTER • •
1. Appointed an Achievement Weelc Com-

mittee?
2. Planned daily observance by sponsoring a:

(a) Public Meeting
(b) Luncheon, or dinner
(c) Broadcast
(d) Talks in your local public schools

and colleges
(e) Spot announcements through your

local stations?
3. Arranged to report your activity' to the

Achievement Director?
-1. Sent in Nominations for the National

Achievement Award?

I IF _ OT, DO SO NOW! !

IN THE NEXT ISSUE

THE UNITED STATES Health Service has
been waging a war against two very com-

mon diseases-Syphilis and Gonorrhea. Re-
cently it has published a series of phamphlets:
"Syphilis, its Cause, its Spread, its Cure ;".
"Gonorrhea, the Crippler;" "Syphilis and
Your Town," and "You Can End This Sorrow."

In the next issue of the ORACLE,Dr. Roscoe
C. Brown, a member of Omega, and Health
Education Specialist in the U. S. Public Health
Service, will write an article dealing with these
two diseases. You will not want to miss it.

7
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Edward Ferguson, basileus of Lambda Alpha Chap-
ter, Southern University, ScotlandviIle, La., calls
attention to some of the opportunities offered Negroes
who have been trained in the biological sciences. He
contends that many of these opportunities have been
neglected by our group.

ORTUNITIES FOR NEGROES IN TilE
OLOGICAL SCIENCES

• BY EDWARD FERGUSON

L"""RINGTHE LAST TWO decades the "strug-
gle for existence" and the problems associ-

aced with survival have assumed a great degree
of significance for man. We recognize the incon-
rrovertibls fact that through his entire history
-' e interplay of certain biological and physical
::actor have been of primary importance in man's
fight for survival. However, it appears that at
no period of his racial history has man's future
development depended so much upon social and
economic factors, which are largely biological
and physical, as at the present time.

Due to his status in the American socio-eco-
nomic system the Negro has been greatly affected
by the social changes of the last two decades.
The time has passed when one may assume that
certain types of occupations can be truly termed
. - -egro jobs." It does not come-within the scope
of the present paper to discuss the moot ques-
.on of whether or not the passing of the period

of" egro jobs," has been of value to the Ameri-
can egro. However, it is evident that the Ne-
gro American must recognize the existence of
conditions which make it necessary that he pre-
pare himself to compete at all levels of activity
with members of other racial groups. The pri-
mary purpose of this article is to call attention
LO orne of the opportunities offered Negroes in
the field of biology.

The study of any subject gives to the student
certain values. Van Cleave states, "Few of the
sciences offer the immediate cultural values to he
found in the biological sciences. To the person
whose life work has no contacts with the profes-
sional lines of biology, a knowledge of living or-
ganisms provides a background for understand-
ing the problems of the human animal and hu-
man ociety. Sociology is the ecology of human
beings. Psychology attains new interest when.
one traces the paths of human action back to the'
simpler reactions in lower organisms. Heredity
a- it operates in fruit, flies, and mice gives us a
means of understanding how the human race

ar better itself and possibly escape the degen-
era ive tendencies which seem to be tearing' it
down. A view of organic evolution continues to
color he thinking of a student toward an orderly
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interpretation of nature long after the cold facts
have been erased from the tablets of memory.?'

The study of biology for the purpose of teach-
ing is generally recognized. The slow process of
providing better schools of the secondary level
for Negroes in the Southern states, and the in-
creased emphasis being placed upon the natural
sciences generally present an opportunity for the
Negro student who wishes to enter the teaching
profession. The increased enrollment of students
in Negro colleges and universities, and the ne-
cessity of increasing the course offerings, as well
as the tendency toward improving the quality of
these courses, will provide a larger number of
positions for Negroes in the institutions of higher
learning. The study of biology at the post-grad-
uate level is the general requirement for college
teachers.

Medicine is recognized as applied biology. In
the field of medicine there are numerous oppor-
tunities for the Negro. The profession, contrary
to the usual statement, is not overcrowded. Lewis
found that only 2.5 per cent of the physicians in
the United States are Negroes, whereas about 10
per cent of the population is classified as Negroes.
He states, "The ratio of Negro population per
physician in the Southern states is 3,824, but
there is considerable variance among them. Mis-
sissipi has only one Negro physician to each 14,-
000 Negroes. This is followed by ratios of ap-
proximately 9,600 for South Carolina, 8,000 each
for North Carolina and Alabama, 6,700 for Louis-
iana, and 5,500 for Georgia.'''

The writer recognizes the fact that in many
communities the Negro physician must compete
with the white physician for the Negro clientele.
However, it is obvious that even in face of such
competition the qualified Negro physician in these
areas will discover many opportunities to prac-
tice his profession to his own economic advantage,
and to render a real and necessary service to the
members of his race.



- =

and pathology, will increase in the future. The
Negro may profitably prepare himself for service
in this field.

Biology is one of the basic subjects for train-
ing agriculture and in home economics. Spe-
cialized training in dairying offers opportunities
to the Negro. In the two states of the South,
South Carolina and Louisiana, with which the
writer is best acquainted, there is only one dairy
owned and operated by Negroes producing milk
and milk products in accordance with the stand-
ards of quality for "Certified Milk" as stated in
the requirements of the American Association of
Medical Milk ...Cornmissions.' A similar condition
no doubt exists in other 'Southern states, as well
as in the states of other sections of the nation.

During the last six years the term conserva-
tion has assumed a new meaning. We no longer
look upon conservation as simply the hoarding
of natural resources, but rather as a means of
"encouraging and increasing desirable forms of
life." Man's crops and domestic animals, and
even man himself are threatened by a multitude
of plant and animal enemies. The United States
Government sperrds millions of dollars each year
in an attempt to control insect pests alone. The
Negro has been slow' to enter fields which will
qualify him for technical positions under the
Federal Civil Service. We .recognize th- difficul-
ties which the Negro encounters in securing an
appointment to many of these positions under
the Federal Civil Service must be supported by
persons of color qualified by training to fill them.

The writer in conclusion, wishes to emphasize
that he is fully aware that all Negroes cannot be
professional biologists. For the intelligent Ne-
gro biology offers a background for the apprecia-
tion of man's place in the world of living things.
Further, there are many fields for which the sev-
eral branches' of biology form the fundamental
groundwork, offering opportunities for Negroes
with the ability and the desire to devote the time
and effort necessary for their mastery.

OPPORTUNITIES FOR NEGROES' IN THE BIOLOGICAL 'SCIENCES

In 1930 there were 1,746 licensed Negro den-
. t in the United States.' The ratio of Negro

population pet Negro dentist for the 'United
ates as a whole is 6,763. Negro dentists are

unevenly distributed throughout the nation as
compared to the Negro population. The Southern
state contain approximately 78.7 per cent of
the Negro population, and only 798 or 45.6 per
cent of the licensed Negro dentists. The North-
ern states with approximately 20 per cent of the
~-egro population have 52 per cent of the Negro
dentists.

The ratio of Negro population per Negro den-
ri t in the Southern states is 11,754, but as was
noted by Lewis for Negro physicians, there is a
considerable variance among them. Mississippi
ha one Negro dentist to .each 34,818 Negroes.
This is followed by ratios of approximately 17,-
52 for Georgia, 17,252 for Louisiana, 15,949 for

Arkansas, 14,389 for South Carolina and 8,550
for Texas.

The profession of nursing is one in which the
opportunity to render service to one's fellowmen
with a fair monetary return is unequalled. In
1930 there were 5,728 Negro Registered Nurses
in the United States.' The ratio of Negro popu-
lation per registered nurse is 2,076 for the coun-
try as a whole. In the Southern states distribu-
ion of nurses, as is the case with physicians and

dentists, varies considerably. Mississippi has
one egro registered to each 8,078 Negroes. This
is followed by ratios of approximately 5,245 for
Texas, 4,913 for Louisiana, 4,234 for Arkansas,
2,'"'56 for South Carolina and 1,800 for Georgia.
The nurse with a thorough training in physiology,
anatomy, and bacteriology has an opportunity to
advance beyond the state of "pill giver."

I'he field of public health is one in which Ne-
groe are conspicuous by their absence. The

umerous factors contributing to the high mor-
:alit, and morbidity rates among Negroes offer

any opportunities for persons trained in pub-
lie health. "The researchers of persons trained
solely in the medical sciences very often lack the
breadth of interpretation and the critical analysis
required to pursue a strenuous course in applied
. iology.'

The demand for hospital technicians, well
._3ined in the fundamentals of general biology
and e more specialized courses in bacteriology

L Van Cleave, H.J., Gipportunities in the Field of Biology, Bois
S :118. 1937.

2. Lewis, Julian H., Number and Geographic Lo?ation of Negro
Physicians in the United States, Journal Medical Association,
104 :1272-1273, April 6, 1935.

3. The Negro in the United States 1920·1932, U.S. Department of
Commerce. .

4. The Negro in the United States 1920-1932 U.S. Department of Com-

5.m~~~hods and Standards for the Production of Certified Milk,
adopted by the American Association of Medical Milk Commission,
June 20·26, 1923.
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DOWN THE DUDSON WITH

• BY IRVING SELDEN

ercer Ellington, son of the famous Duke
';:0 . has an up and corning orchestra that is

~ gaining in popularity. His music for the
ers Ta~ one of the highlights of the evening

sed many to inquire as to his booking
He is shown in top picture above as he
orchestra swung into action in a hot

ON AUGUST 18, 1939, Epsilon Chapter of New York City,
sailed on its fourth annual Omega Showboat for an

evening of ripe entertainment, wining, dining and dancing.
On board as its guests were the full membership of the Su-
preme Council, four District Representatives, the fraternity
historian, director of the Achievement Project, chairman of
the Scholarship Commission, arid some 3,000 brothers from
here and yon, their wives, sweethearts and friends.

Under the direction of Brother Bill Lawrence, former
accompanist for Brother Roland Hayes, the Omega Glee
Club presented a program of much variety and entertain-
ment, with Lola Hayes as guest soloist; Eddie Green as guest
entertainer; Mr. and Mrs. Smith, guest artists; and Mercer
Ellington (son of the Duke) and his orchestra furnished
the music. It was an evening that the sailers will long remem-
ber. One of, if not the biggest social program sponsored
by any chapter during the year, the Omega Showboat attracts
brothers and friends hundreds of miles away, many of whom
are regular patrons of the event.

Below, center, we see a group that consented to pose
for the ORACLEcameraman, forever present where Omega
springs forth. In the group can be seen Grand Basileus
Dent, Grand Keeper of Finances Blayton, Grand Marshal
and Mrs. Jenkins and daughter; Dick Berry, District Repre-
sentative Lyons, Mrs. Miff Gibbs, Madeline Murray, Law-
rence Hill, Howard Payne, Buster Recktor and yours truly
with souvenir program in hand.

showboat has taken on proportions of a
:::---- d affair. Usually held on Friday night,
=- rot e ~ linger longer to see the sights, visit

r spo and take in other attractions.
=-.... - e bottom picture above, we see a group

- _"<Ta men, their wives and sweethearts at the
--i: 0: Epsilon's basileus, Mifflin T. Gibbs,
::"'~re-- e~ were the guests of the Grand Marshal
- a - eakfa t. The ladies standing are, left to
:~::"'-. .lIT:;. Connie Jenkins, Mrs. Mifflin T. Gibbs,

~audia Burriss, and Mrs. Frederick S.
Seated at the table and the ones who

c Dick Berry, Epsilon's dean of pledges;
-':::':2 Jenkin, Iiff Gibbs, Claude McAdams,

_=_ - ~ of Records and 'Seal, Al Dent and Fred

~ t ORA.CLE camera attempted to take shots
- --"';o.r events and gatherings of Omega men,

- +as barred from so doing. Suffice it to say,

(Continued in last column)
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Brother F. Rivers Barnwell, of Fort Worth,
- CX3~, was recently elected District Representa-
--e of the Ninth District. A lecturer and writer
= note, he is employed by the State of Texas
ealth Department, lecturing throughout the

::a-e on health education, and leading the war
gainst tuberculosis in the State.

In the above picture, Mr. and Mrs. Smith (he
is the brother of Brother Homer Q. Smith, leader
of the Southernaires), are shown going through
one of their artistic presentations to the show-
boat audience. Their acts brought repeated ap-
plause and enforced encores.

The showboat gave the New York brothers
an opportunity to meet several of their friends
who will again be their guests in December at
the annual Conclave.· The type of entertainment
on the boatride, and the geniality of the hosts is
but a reflection of what is in store for those who
again wind their way to New York for the great-
est Conclave and aggregation of Greek-letter men
ever to assemble anywhere.

(Continued from. first column)

no one ever regretted a trip to New York for the
biggest boat, the biggest ride, the biggest enter-
tainment, and the biggest Omega oil fields spon-
sored by the biggest chapter in Omega.



-OTHER MIGHTY BASILEUS • • ••

• BY fREDERICK S. WEAVER

XI PHI CHAPTER, the graduate chapter in
~ New York City, is studded with men of high
attainments. Its roster reads like a "Who's Who."
Though all of its members are kept busy with
heir different engagements, they all find time
o devote to Omega. To sit in on a graduate chap-
el' meeting in New York City, is to rub elbows

with some of the most prominent members of the
ace.
The basileus of Xi Phi Chapter is a reflection

of the type of men referred to. A prominent
figure, he makes his presence felt at all Con-
clayes-he is the Grand Chaplain of the Fra-
ternity. Though his hair has turned to silver,
he loves Omega just the same; he retains his
youth, He is the Rev. A. C. Garner.

Brother Garner is a native of Knoxville, Ten-
ne ee, and a graduate of Austin High School of
tha city. In preparing himself for the ministry
he tudied two years under the Rev. S. P. Smith,
and under Dr. L. E. Canfield, mastering the He-
brew and Greek languages at an e-arly age. In
1 91 he was graduated from the Chicago Theologi-
cal eminary, and was approbated and licensed
to preach the same year at the Chicago Associa-
ion of Congregational Churches, meeting at

\\ innetka,Ill.
He was ordained a minister of the Congrega-

ional Church at the First Congregational
Church of Chicago, and commissioned by the
American Missionary Association of New York,
to . erve at Paris, Texas. He pastored there at
he Rust Street Congregational Church for five

years, and while' in that city founded the Paris
_-ormal School, serving as principal for four
years.

He was sent by the American Missionary As-
sociation to Mobile, Ala. and later was called to
the ~ orth under the same association for field
work. In 1897 he became pastor of the Ply-
mouth Congregational Church, Washington, D.C.,
where he remained for twenty-four years. Dur-
ing hi period in Washington, he studied at the
Howard University School of Law, and at Catho-
lic niversity, taking up at the latter Arabic,
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In the June issue of the "Oracle" we began a series
of biographical sketches of the basileus of each of the
three chapters-serving as hosts to the New York Con-
clave. We began with the basileus of Epsilon Chap-
ter. In this issue we have the biography of the basi-
leus of Xi Phi Chapter, Brother A. C. Garner.

Hebrew and German.
Since his entry into high school, Brother Gar-

ner has been a leader. While at Austin High, he
edited the school paper, and during his studies
at the seminary, he was outstanding in oratory
and music. He still retains his rich bass voice.
In 1913 he was elected an assistant moderator.
of the National Council of Congregational
Churches of the United States. He was an as-
sociate delegate to the International Council in
Bournemouth, England, 1930.

He has served as president of the National
Convention of Congregational Workers among
Colored People.. Twice elected president at differ-
ent periods of this organization. In 1908, he re-
ceived the "Doctor of Divinity degree from Howard
University. In 1921 he was commissioned by
New York State Conference of Congregational
Churches to enter New York City and establish a
Congregational church. This he did, founding
the Grace Congregational Church which he pas-
tored until his retirement this year.

Brother Garner served his country in time of
war, first serving as speaker,under commission
of the Congregational church, in the World War.
After the war he was appointed chaplain of the
369th Infantry, New York City, by Governor
Alfred E. Smith. Colonel Arthur Little was then
commanding the regiment. In the capacity of
captain, he served as chaplain for nine years, re-
tiring by law in 1934. He is visiting chaplain
of the Harlem Hospital, appointed in 1935; a
member of the Sons of Veterans of the Civil War,
Maryland Division, Camp Sergeant, W. H. Car-
ney No. 31, Washington, and a member of the
Interdenominational Ministers Meeting of New
York, of which he served four years as president.

Though Brother Garner is a member of many
organizations, he has derived much joy from his
fraternity life. Nothing pleases him more than
to be serving as head of one of the host chapters'
to the coming Conclave.
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Theta Chapter, located at Wiley College, Marshall,
Texas, is one of the most active chapters in the fraternity.
It is a chapter where good-will preva.ils and accomplish-
ment too numerous to mention. No Omega .man is a
tranger who sets foot on Wiley's beautiful campus once

his identity is made known.
In the picture above we see a group of Theta, .mem-

hers, with the officers in t.he front row, left to right, as
follows: W. Leon Hayes, chapter editor; John H. Wells,
Keeper of Peace; E. M. Sanders, Parliamentarian; Wil-
liam Briscoe, Basileus; Homer E. McCoy, Vice-Basileus;
Perry J. Flowers, Dean of Pledges; Thomas J. Johnson,
Keeper of Finances-

In Harrisburg, Pa., a few months ago, Kappa Omega
Chapter sponsored its annual Mardi Gras dance, which
featured the crowning of a young lady as the O.mega
Queen. The affair was one full of that gaiety which is-
typical of Omega socials. Basileus John Snow and
Keeper of Records and Seal Dr. Harvey Reynolds were
kept busy seeing that the many guests from out of town
had an enjoyable evening. Brother Snow had more to
keep him busy. His wife, shown above, was crowned
Queen of the Mardi Gras by Frederick S. Weaver, editor
of the "Oracle," as Brother Reynolds, to the left, stands by.

The Ninth
District Co n-
ference was
held in Dallas,
Texas, recent-
ly, and was
at.tended by
the Grand
Basileus, seen
in the front
row center in
the picture to
the left. The
con fer e n Ce
elected
Brother F.
Rivers Barn-
w-ell as Dis-
t r i c t Repre-
sentative, and
is .moving for-
ward. under his
leadership.

________ ~--------------~~--------------------,----T--H~E---O-R--A--C-L--E~I13



RGANIZED LABOR AND THE NEGRO • •

• BY C. JA!'\ES REYNOLDS

THE EGRO HAS FOUND discrimination
against him on every hand, and there has

been no exception in organized labor. In spite
of he fact that organized labor came into its
own in America after the Negro was a free man
and inevi.tably a factor in the labor situation, he
has been pushed aside, neglected and systematic-
ally excluded from the organized forces of labor.
LBt us examine the history of the labor move-
ment in its relation to the Negro.

The labor movement in the United states had
begun to show barely perceptable signs of activ-
ity in the early decades of the nineteenth cen-
tury. This activity was greatest in the '30s and
40 , but it declined thereafter; becoming prac-
ically non-existant after the depression of 1857.

It \i as in the post-war days, in the days of indus-
rial and business expansion, in the days when
rusts were being born, and when there was a

feverish growth of everything American, that
labor saw vividly the need for organization, for
consolidation and unity; and this in order to
demand shorter hours, higher wages and better
general working conditions. It found it neces-
ary to organize in order to wield power com-

parable to that of big business, to safeguard its
interests from the encroaching evils of the in-
creasing power of big business. Labor now had
o deal with powerful combinations, so co:mbina-

tions of labor groups became the expedient.
The first successful organization of a gen-

eral and bona fide labor movement on a national
cale was realized in 1878, when The Noble and

Holy Order of the Knights of Labor was born.
This organization promised much to the Negro.
It founder, Uriah S. Stephens, believed implic-
itly in the brotherhood of man and the ideals of
democracy; hence the order was founded upon
he e principles. The Knights of Labor set about

-0 organize all labor i.none camp, the semi-skilled
as well as the skilled, black as well as white, the
Jew and the Gentile.

All trades and crafts were to subordinate
~eir immediate interests to the interests of the

whole, a solidarity of labor was worked for with
- e inclusion of all and the exclusion of none.

The Negro was welcomed and even encouraged to
come into the group, there were no color bars,
all laborers were considered free and equal, for
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A review of the Labor Movement and the Negro's
participation therein is given in this article by
Brother C. James Reynolds, a .member of Epsilon
Chapter, New York City. He has an A.B. degree from
Lincoln University and is working on his master's
degree at Columbia.

equality and fraternity were cornerstones of the
order. At the general assembly of the national
body which met in Richmond, Va., a Negro intro-
duced the president of the order, who in turn
introduced Governor Fitzhugh Lee. This indeed
was a signal honor and can only be interpreted
as a gesture intended to encourage Negro partici-
pation.

The order grew rapidly and with it the hope
of the Negro for unrestrained participation in
the American labor movement. By 1886 its
membership had exceeded seven hundred thou-
sand. This was the year of its greatest 'expan-
sion and the year it reached its greatest strength.
Decline soon set in and though the decline was
not as rapid as its growth, it early reached the
point of impotence and ultimately, death. The
ideals and noble principles that the order sought
to exemplify lost their place in the Amercian
labor movement. With the hostility of labor
now staring him in the face, the Negro looked
into a gloomy future. He was not to awaken and
find that it was only a nightmare, but instead to
find that he was actually excluded from mem-
bership in unions, forced to work for far less
money than his white brother, and denied the
better jobs. The American Federation of Labor
grew and became powerful in this atmosphere.
That organization had no place for the Negro,
and this situation has existed unto the present
decade.

But the scene is now changing. In recent
years it has been increasingly difficult to exclude
the Negro from the ranks of organized labor.
His increased numbers, large-scale employment
of Negroes in industrial centers, and the expan-
sion of his skilled ranks, have been great factors
in making him a valuable asset that the unions
can ill afford to overlook. There is also an
organization consciousness on the part of the
Negro which has come into being, concomitant
with his growing intelligence, and is proving to
be an asset. The Brotherhood of Sleeping Car
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tion of Labor to the point of taking formal steps
to open wide its doors to Negroes. At its most
recent convention in Texas the A. F. of L. passed
a resolution to discontinue the practice of exclud-
ing Negroes and instructed all affiliated unions
to take the necessary steps to terminate the prac-
tice. These facts are significant.

If the dawn of a new era in labor is upon us,
let us enter it with a readiness to take full ad-
vantage of every opportunity, let us throw our-
selves into the labor movement with such force
that the world will know that the American Ne-
gro is not a docile mass but a determined peo-
ple, a people determined to prove their intrinsic
worth. There is much that we can contribute
to our own well-being by greater participation
in the struggle as well as the benefits of organ-
ized labor.

Porters is tangible evidence of this conscious-
ness.

Recent developments have revealed the
efforts of more liberal labor ele:ments to include
the egro as an essential part of the movement.
The Committee for Industrial Organizations is
encouraging Negro membership. It represents
the liberation of the progressive forces of labor
and is leading the way to what promises to be
a new era in organized labor. The conscious
effort on the part of the C.I.O. to organize the
.:\egro on an equal footing with the white, and,
its recognition of vhim as an integral part in
he labor situation, are contributing much to the

changing scene.
Labor is beginning to realize that the Negro

is a factor that must be reckoned with. This
realization has brought the American Federa-

ORGANIZED LABOR AND T'RE NEGRO
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THANKFUL FOB. THE GREAT
PRESSION • • • • • •

• BY 1'\. BEAUNORUS TOLSON

A BLACK CITIZEN in a white democracy,
I consider the Great Depression the brightest

bl ssing that my race has experienced since Mr.
Lincoln issued the militarily brilliant and eco-
nomically profitable Emancipation Proclamation.
This is a measured and dispassionate judgment
tha contains nothing of irony or rationalization,
sophistry or defeatism.

If publ.c pronouncements indicate the private
bel.efs .of public servants, I am quite sure that
thi optimistic generalization will not receive the
pontifical sanction of such eminent Negro leaders
as Dr. W. E. Burghardt DuBois, Dean Kelly
:mller and Dr. Walter White.

Afro-American radicals and ultra-conserva-
tives, polernarchs and intellectuals, Hitlers and
Gandhis have castigated the Negro masses as the
most disunited racial group under the Caucasian
sun=-ethnically heterogeneous, economically cen-
trifugal, politically unorganizable.

Dark messiahs, national and provincial, taking
a cue from the demagogs of the great white
world, have used every known instrument of
exploitation, economic and political and ecclesias-
tical, to secure blood money through chauvinistic
appeals.

The Afro-American scene reveals the wrecks
of Back-to-Africa movements, Pan-Negro con-
claves, Forty-ninth State programs, interracial
good-will palavers, Hamitic congresses, J esus-
"as-black powwows and salvation-through-the-
dollar leagues.

A Negro middle-class emerged, nurtured by
he Dale Carnegie philosophy of Dr. Booker T.

Washington and the aristocratic titbits of Dr.
W. E. Burghardt DuBois. Negro weeklies
flourished, displaying the buxom charms of
high-yellow society matrons basking on the jim-
crow beach at Atlantic City.

The black masses were kept religiously in-
formed concerning the closed worlds of the dark
400 in Boston, Philadelphia, Los Angeles and
Atlanta. Negro novelists and cabarets catered
to white sophisticates. Negro singers of blues
and spirituals bought<elegant apartments on
Harlem's Sugar Hill.

Negro columnists and tuxedoed orators extolled
he "progress" of the Negro and in the next
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breath lamented the fact that the race was judged
by the ignorant, illiterate, poverty-stricken
masses, who caused the whites to ostracize Negro
respectables.

In that heyday of the Afro-American middle
class, the black masses wandered in a No Man's
Land, subjected to the crossfire of calumny from
the batteries of prejudiced whites and the Negro
respectables, whom Dr. Herskovits, of North-
western University, has called "the most bour-
geois of the bourgeoisie."

'When the bottom fell out of the stock market,
the dark 400 took an ignominious tumble and
the Negro masses sank lower in the bog of pov-
erty. Under the NRA, racial discrimination
spread like a virulent disease.

Vulgar tasks that the Negro had considered
his own were usurped by underprivileged whites.
The economic topsyturvydom threw white-collar
workers into the ranks of the black-collar
workers.

Negroes were the last to be hired and the first
to be fired, the last to get on relief and the first
to get off. The sufferings of whites were terri-
ble; the miseries of the blacks intolerable, inde-
scribable, Out of an agonizing spirit the Negro
cried:

"Nobody knows the trouble I've seen,
Nobody knows but Jesus."

In spite of all this, I am thankful for the Great
Depression, as a black citizen in a white democ-
racy.

A sunken-faced Negro woman, sixty-five years
old, said to me the other day: "Son, I was borned
in a depression."

To America's largest minority group, color is
a birthmark and poverty a birthright;. the Bill
of Rights is a book sealed with seven seals; and
the quest for a job, in prosperous times, takes
on the hazard and ingenuity and sensation of a
Homeric! episode. The simple prerogatives and
opportunities which white citizens take for
granted are for luscious fruit beyond the reach
and grasp of black men. The Negro suffers all
the disadvantages of being poor, plus the pro-
scriptions of being black.

Men and women of good-will among the Cau-
casian group have realized this. Without the
moral, and in many instances the financial, sup-
port of those humanitarians on the other side



Then came the seven lean years. A miraculous
change swept through the ranks of labor. Union
after union cried: "Down with the color bar!"
White pickets and black pickets walked side by
side in Washington and New Orleans, in Chicago
and Birmingham. Down in Arkansas whites
and blacks in the sharecroppers' union were say-
ing: "Ours for us."

And in Houston, Texas, white and black
unionists beat up white scabs! Nobody had ever
heard of that before in the 'S'outh. Some Ne-
groes thought the Judgment Day had come.

The never-failing enemy of the Negro, the poor
white, shocked by the Great Debacle, like a
modern Saul on the road to Damascus, entered
the Negro church and appealed' for labor soli-
darity. To the Negro middle class, this was a
Houdini trick.

Scholars and reformers had told them that
the solution of the race problem would come from
the top. Education-epitomized in Booker T.
Washington's Atlanta Com.promiee and Benja-
min Franklin's The Way to Wealth-had been
offered as the magical panacea. White religion-
ists interested in black souls had tendered the
balm of Gilead. And now the wall of racial bias
was cracking up below!

White and black labor united on the American
stage for the first time in history. "Turpentine,"
a powerful drama of militant workers in the
Florida swamps, held forth at the' Lafayette
Theatre in Harlem. Langston Hughes's "Mu-
latto" and "Don't You Want To Be Free?" trek-
ked across the continent. "Stevedore" became
a Broadway hit. "A Southern Tragedy" drama-
tized the coming of the sharecroppers' union to
an Arkansas town; and this produced a sensation
at the annual meeting of the Southern Associa-
tion of Drama and the Speech Arts.

The Pullman porters have organized. The
redcaps have formed a union. In the major
industries white workers have consolidated with
the blacks. In many large hotels the Negro
waiters have closed ranks with the other em-
ployees. White and Negro members of the News-
paper Guild picketed a big Negro weekly and
won the strike.

Negro employers, in many' instances, have
been compelled to raise wages and shorten the
hours of their employees. And while I sat in a
Negro church in Port Arthur, Texas, the preacher
announced that there .wculd be a meeting of the
cooks and washerwomen to form a union.

I AM THANKFUL FOR THE GREAT DEPRESSION

of the wall, the world of dark folk would have
been darker. To call the honor roll of the Ne-
gro's friends would be to name some of our finest
pirits: Jane Addams, Clarence Darrow, H. L.

:\Iencken, Zona Gale, Pearl Buck, Arthur Spin-
garn, V. F. Calverton, Sinclair Lewis, Oswald G.
Villard, Norman Thomas, Theodore Roosevelt,
Will Rogers, Julius Rosenwald, Eugene O'Neil,
Eleanor Roosevelt, John D. Rockefeller, Jr.,
Albert Einstein.

But the patronage of white intellectuals could
not solve the race problem. Perhaps racial bias
and religious prejudice are two of the most stub-
born things to combat. Becoming fixed in the
mind of the child during its tenderest years, these
tough predilections sink their roots deep in the
dark recesses of the unconscious. I am wonder-
ing if an argument ever convinced a Negrophobe!

Now, the Great Depression accomplished
something for the Negro that no phalanx of facts
by scholars was able to do. It convinced white
labor organizations that the bar of color is an
impediment to the cause of labor.

For decades liberal economists had observed
that wherever existed the worst expliotation of
black workers, there also existed the most in-
famous degradation of white workers. The south
was the classic example. The Negro middle class
grumbles that racial prejudice is strongest
among the ignorant and illiterate whites and
that these compose largely the lynching mobs.
This is true.

There is a deep-seated reason. The masses of
poor whites and blacks are in the deadliest com-
petition for jobs. The basis of racial prejudice
in the United States is economic. It has always
been. The 4,000,000 Negro slaves were owned
by 350,000 families. This slave labor, together
with 500,000 free Negroes, competed with white
labor. The masters, for two centuries, played
the poor whites against the poor blacks; and the
masters gathered the fr'"ttits of racial enmity.
Uncle Toms got the rinds.

Before the Great Depression, skilled labor was
arrayed against unskilled labor and both drew
the color line against the Negro. When 1,000,000
black workers entered Northern industry during
the World War, racial :'~ntflgonis'm took on a
phenomenal growth. Job rivalry-caused bloody
riots in East St. Louis and Chicago. The Ku
Klux Klan unfolded like a malignant 'flower.
~egro slum areas were cancerous growths In our
ci ies. Syphilis drew no color line.
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I AM THANKFUL FOR THE GREAT DEPRESSION

And the funny thing about the movement is
'this : there is as much opposition to the union
among Negro business men, who have continually
denounced the Negro masses for not uniting, as
there is among the white economic royalists!

When tens of thousands of white and black
workers picket together, discuss their mutual
problems together, and strike together - then,
we are no longer haunted by spectres like the
.rio in Chicago and East St. Louis. The Great
Depression advanced the cause of Negro labor
a hundred years.

History shows that a minority group has an
opportunity of raising its status only during a
period of social awakening. As long as the vast
majority of Americans believed inths theory and
practice of rugged individualism, it was inevitable
hat the Negro should remain a John the Baptist

crying in the white man's wilderness.
As long as the frontier spirit permeated Amer-

ican life, in spite of the passing of the frontier,
the egro was doomed to slums and peonage
farms. The economic and social tragedies now
revealed by Faulkner and Caldwell and Stribling,
~egroes have known for years.

I heard a Negro professor say once: "Tobacco
Road is a black road~ and it stretches from Key
We t, Florida, to Harlem."

H. L. Menoken said that imagination can solve
any problem in the world. I suppose imagination
i as scarce as radium. It is difficult to tell about
a hoe until you put it on. The sudden impoverish-
ment of hundreds of thousands produced a tidal
wave of charity. Vast numbers of white Amer-
icans realized for the first time that perhaps the
_-egro's low social status was caused by something
other than biological inferiority.

Concepts underwent terrific changes. Was it
hakespeare who first discovered the relation be-

tween hunger and thinking? Anyway, the man
in the breadline started thinking. 'The Great
Depression popularized the social sciences. A
proletarian drama and literature developed. Hol-
lywood was not left untouched. Inevitably this
revolution in the thoughtlife of the American
people benefited the Negro.

When novelists, poets, artists, and scholars
concentrated their attention on the lower -levels
of life, the poor Negro, who had been there all
the while, came in for his share of studv and de-
ineation. For the first time, since the- Emanci-

pation Proclamation, Uncle Sam noticed his black

HE ORACLE

stepchild. With startling immediacy, a Black
Cabinet was formed.

The learned experts shook their beads sadly and
told the general public that the black patient was
suffering from a terrible complication of diseases
physical, social, economic cultural educational', , ,
and political.

Southern governors and legislative bodies
swung into action, under the momentum of the
WP A, forgot momentarily the defense of states
rights, and went through the gesture of putting a
Negro on the jury here and there and building
Negro schools from the cast-off materials of white
schools.

The vigorous crusade of the N.A.A.C.P. sent
lynching into a tailspin. 'The American youth
Congress, representing over four and a half mil-
lion youths of all races and creeds, declared them-
selves guardians of democracy. The Federal The-
atre Project brought to the masses "Haiti," "Mac-
beth," and "The 'Swing Mikado."

Famous orchestra leaders, like Benny Good-
~an, employed Negro players. Negro writers,
like Langston Hughes and Richard Wright, placed
the problems of the Negro author before the
Fascist-fighting Writers' Congress. A. Philip
Randolph, president of the Pullman Porters'
Union, pleaded the cause of Negro labor before
the A.F. of L. •

Negro scholars were appointed to the faculties
of several white universities. Booker T. Wash-
ington could not have imagined interracial co-
operation on so many fronts!

Out of the Great Depression carne our most
powerful Negro writer, young Richard Wright,
the orphan from Natchez, Miss. He defeated six
hundred other writers in the WPA Novel Contest
sponsored by Story Magazine and Harpers:
Fire and Cloud and Briant and MJrning Star,
two of his drama-packed short stories received
prizes as distinguished fiction of the year. Ed-
ward J. O'Brien -included the latter in his anthol-
ogy, "50 Best American Short Stories-1914-
1939." Perhaps the work of no other story-teller
has received more unstinted praise from eminent
critics of contemporary fiction.

During the seven lean years the Negro became
a human being in the theatre, i.n literature, in the
social sciences, in labor, in the everyday ex-
periences of millions of Americans.

Therefore, as a black citizen, I consider the
Great Depression the brightest blessing my race

(Continued on page 82) .
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AN OMEGA MAN YOU SIIOULD KNOW •

• BY CHARLES W. JV\AXWELL

BROTHER ELWYN G. BARROW, organist
and choirmaster of St. Cyprian's Episcopal

Church, Boston, Massachusetts, was distinctly
honored at the June commencement of Bates Col-
lege, Lewiston, Maine.

An alumnus of the class of 1914, Brother Bar-
row was invited to be present at the twenty-fifth

anniversary of his
class to give an organ
recital on the new
four-manual college
organ. He is regarded
by many as one of the
best in New England.
This honor was due
chiefly to the fact
that as an undergrad-
uate Brother Barrow

BARROW was college organist
from 1912 to 1914, be-

ing probably the only Negro to hold such a posi-
tion in an American college.

His piano and organ training was received
from teachers who have international reputa-
tions. While in college he studied with Miss Agnes
W-ells, a graduate of Yale University Conserva-
tory of Music. After graduation he continued
his studies under the direction of Dr.' Malcolm
Lang, organist of King's Chapel, Boston, profes-
sor at the New England Conservatory of Music,
and at one time guest organist for the summer at
Westminster Abbey, London, England. His ad-
vance work on the organ was done under the late
Dr. Albert Snow, organist of Emanuel Episcopal
Church, and of the Boston Symphony Orchestra.

From 1922 to the present time Brother Barrow
has been in charge of the music at St. Cyprian's
Church. There he directs three choirs, a mixed
group, a female choir and a male choir . The male
organization consisting of Some sixty boys and
men is his chief project and it has -established
an enviable reputation throughout New England;
his is shown by its frequent appearance in con-

cert and various churches, the Episcopal Cathe-
dral and over broadcasting stations. They will
be heard in recital at his alma mater this winter.

In addition to his church work Brother Barrow
is organist for the Boston Negro Male Chorus,

and is in constant demand for organ recitals
throughout the New England area.

At present he is continuing his advanced stud-
ies under the supervision of Mr. Litcomb, or-
ganist and choirmaster of the Church of St. John
the Evangelist, Boston's prominent Episcopal
Church of the Crowley Fathers.

A few years ago he gained recognition of his
musical talent and training by being received
into the American Guild of Organists, being
sponsored by Mr. Phelps, then organist and choir-
master of 'St. Paul's Cathedral, Boston.

At the recent National Convention of Negro
Women's Clubs in Boston, Brother Barrow was
requested to conduct the M-en's Chorus for the
opening occasion at Symphony Hall. A chorus
of forty male voices drew much praise from the
large audience present.

Of further interest is the fact that Brother
Barrow composed the music for the class songs:
used at his commencement. By unanimous re-
quest he also composed the music that was used
at the twenty-fifth reunion of his class. He has:
since written several melodies, some of which
have been published.

Brother Barrow drew attention of Bay State
Omega m-en by his outstanding work 'in music and
in 1927 was inducted into the hallowed ranks
of Eta Phi Chapter, Boston, Mass.

Omega takes pride in the achievements of an-
other of her sons and hopes it will be possible to
present him in recital during the grand conclave.

The following recital program was presented
by Brother Barrow at the Bates Commencement:

Toccata and Fugue in D Minor Bach
Adagio (4th S'ymphony) Widor
Fantasia Tours
Vision Rheinberger
Intermezzo Callerts
Fountain Reverie Fletcher
Fiat Lux Dubois

Deadline for material for the Conclave issue
of the ORACLEis November 25. The ORACLE
will contain valuable information concerning
the Conclave that no Brother should miss, and
will be mailed about December 15. Pay your
October installment at once and look forward
to the greatest issue of your ORACLE.
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CHAPTER CARAVAN • • • • • •

• BY WILLIAJV\ fORSYTHE, JR.

V ACATION TIME IS. OVER and ye ole scribe
is back at his desk which is flooded with

news items from brothers here and yon. It has
been gratifying to note how complete the response
ha been from brothers who have taken time out
from busy vacations to drop a line for the
Caravan.

We have word from Brother Fortson of Nu
Omeii« Chapter that the Governor of his state
has appointed Brother William H., Peck to the
::\1ichigan State Prison Commission. On August
20, members of Nu Omega took their wives and
weethearts to the Ebenezer A.M.E. Church to

hear their annual sermon. A breakfast outing
was another of the recent affairs of Nu Omega,
which is planning to purchase a fraternity house
in the near future.

At State College, Pa., Nu. Chapter has elected
Arthur Coleman and Norwood H. Ewell, Basileus
and Keeper of Records and Seal, respectively.
Good luck to the brothers.

A long letter from Brother Donald Officer,
editor of RhO' Psi, of Ten:1essee State College, re-
minds us of the days when the old chapter notes
"ere in vogue. Wish we had the space to devote
to the entire article submitted by Donald, for his
chapter is really deserving of the "Brass ring"
for its noteworthy accomplishments. During the

ear they sponsored vesper services; Achieve-
ment week; Sunday School; Jabberwock skit;
mardi gras; "Omega Sings", smoker and an an-
nual banquet and dance, initiated eight new men,
and then ate hot dogs provided by the Lampados
Club. On the heavy side, the brothers of Rho Psi
are leading members of the history studv club,
the French club, concert singers, "T" Club, Sun-
day School,. track team, orchestra, the three
cla ses and the student council. Because of the
fine program they have carried on during recent
years, the ORACLEfeatures the chapter on the
front page in this issue.

Among the summer outings sponsored by our
chapters was the Moonlight Picnic sponsored by
Xi ALpha Chapter. The boys brought their
baskets and their ladies and enjoyed an evening
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of swimming, boating, dancing, softball and
other games.

Congratulations to our Grand Basileus who
went to Toronto, Canada on the 24th of Septem-
ber to receive a certificate of Fellowship in the
American College of Hospital Administrators.
Congratulations also for the fine tribute paid
him in the Saturday Evening Post of September
2, by a Southern white couple, who interviewed
him at the Flint-Goodridge Hospital which he
superintends.

Word has been received from several District
Representatives concerning the programs spon-
sored by them during recent District Confer-
ences. So far as this office has been informed,
conferences have been held in the Eleventh,
Third, Fourth, Sixth and Ninth Districts. For
the success in arranging these conferences, cred-
it is due to A. P. Hamblin and Elvey Mitchell,
in the Eleventh; Fred Weaver, Campbell John-
son, Al Lyons, Charlie Lofton, Rev. Edgar Love
in the Third; Ellis Corbett in the Fourth; S. Her-
bert Adams, in the Sixth, and J. D. Bowles, F.
Rivers Barnwell and Al Dent in the Ninth Dis-
trict. Other Districts have indicated that rchey
will hold conferences between now and December.

We saw Brother Carey Jacobs, basileus of Zeta
Phi Chapter, in New York recently. He tells u.s
that Zeta Phi is, planning to celebrate Achieve-
ment Week in a big way. They have the services
of a big net-work and have left the sponsorship
of the program to the National Achievement
Week Committee.

In typical Omega tradition, the brothers at
Tau Psi Chapter are in charge of activity, accord-
ing to Brother Christmas, the newly elected
Keeper of Records and Seal. They have the presi-
dency of the student council; the student body,
the editorship of the school paper; editorship of
the school year book, presidency of the Y.M.C.A.
and president of the student cooperative; in other
words, president of everything except the college.

Brother Milton Clark, our assistant advertis-
ing manager, sent in an advertisement and ad-
vised us that Iota Alpha in Knoxville is on the
map and will be at the Conclave in New York in
large numbers. Rev. D. A. Jackson is the newly
elected basileus. Brother Ezra Totten, a mem-
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ber of Iota Alpha, has applied for admission for
graduate study at the University of Tennessee.
The .A.A.C.P. is interested in the case and is
ready to file suit if the application is rejected.

Wait a minute! Here, axe two announcements
on my desk, both telling of the fatal step taken
by two brothers known by the entire Eastern and

outhern Seaboards. Walter N. Ridley, of New-
port News, Va., and teacher at Virginia State
College, was recently married to Miss Henrietta
Bonaparte Henderson in 'Saint Paul, Minnesota.
We saw the two as close as Hitler and Goering at
he Chicago Grand Terrace party last December.

The other announcement tells of the wedding of
Richard (Dick) Berry, of Virginia and New
York, to Miss Maryland Virginia Hall, of Nor-
folk, Va. The wedding reception of Dick and
~Iaryland was one of Virginia's big social events,
attended by hundreds of Virginia's most promi-
nent. Fred Weaver, the ORACLEeditor,quit his
desk long enough to run down to Norfolk and
tand in the reception line. The couple are living

at 90 Edgecombe Avenue, New York City.

MR.ANDMRS.DICKBERRY

Ridley, chairman of the advisory board of the
ORACLE,was in Denver, Colorado, when last heard
from. We have word of still another wedding in
Omega. Eddie Avant, of Durham and Atlantic
City, was recently married to Miss Pogue, a

irginia State graduate. Both are reported do-
ing well.

We heard Brother D. F. Martinez, presiding
elder of the A.M.E. Zion Church, Tuscaloosa,

Ala., on the "Wings
Over Jordan" program
last July.

Getting down into my
pile of mail, I find that
my good friend, Brother
B. Alfred Cox, former
basileus of Theta Psi,
now director of indus-
trial education at Ten-
nessee State College,
was married during the
summer to Miss Sue
Cunningham, of St.
Louis, Mo. Another Con-
clave love affair burst £n-

MARTINEZ to bloom. We saw Al
and 'Sue together a lot at

the St. Louis Conclave. Congratulations to. both
of them.

Brother Herman Dreer, fraternity historian,
was in Chicago during the summer attending the
University of Chicago.

The British Ambassador to the United States
extended an invitation to Brother Doctor Edward
S. Jones, Washington, D.C., to meet the King
and Queen of England during their visit to the

Capital last summer. Brother
Jones was one of three colored
men who were among the 250
British ex-service men who
formed the Guard of Honor.
The King spoke to the three
of them. Brother Jones served
in the British army during the
World's War in Egypt and
Palestine from 1915 to 1919.
He is a member of Alpha Omega
Chapter, secretary of the Medi-
co-Chirurgical Society of Wash-
ington' and a member of the

faculty of the Howard Univer-
sity Medical 'School.

JONES

Brother Charlie Lofton, vice basileus of Alpha
Omega Chapter and a teacher in the Armstrong
High School, Washington, sent a card from Port-
land, Oregon, advising he was on his way to
Seattle, Vancouver and ·California. Herbie Cain
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pent his vacation at the Lobster House, Pro-
vincetown, Mass. He is a law student at Howard
Jniversity, and formerly was basileus of Beta

Chapter, at Lincoln.

Brother H. Manning Efferson, chapter editor
of Chi Omeaa informs us of the second annual
Omega Confab sponsored by Chi Omega and Up-
silon. Psi Chapters of Florida A. and M. College,
Tallahassee, Fla. Meeting at the home of Brother
A. W. Shute, last May, played several parlor
games, and rendered a program of music and
hort talks as a serious feature of the evening.

CHI OMEGA AND EPSILON PSI

For the last two years Nu Psi has topped all
other Greek letter societies in scholastic aver-
ages. Brothers Kinch and Wilson were elected
to honorary scholastic society, Iota Sigma Lamb-
da. Brother Louis Ballard, stellar basketball cen-
ter and football end was the student chosen by a
committee of faculty members to have his name
engraved on the J. D. Barnes Plaque for the high-
est achievement in scholastic and athletic perform-
ance during four years of college work. Brother
Ace Bailey won the award last year. Nu Psi
members are oustanding in many other fields, but
pace will not permit the enumeration of any

others. This fine chapter is under the leadership
of Brother Lucius Patrick, basileus.

We journeyed to New York recently to attend
a smoker given to arouse interest of the metro-
politan brothers in the oncoming Conclave. It
wa a real smoker put over in a style peculair
only to New York "Q's". It was a forerunner
of what is to come during the Conclave. I was
asked to warn brothers who "can't take it" not
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to attend any smoker at the Conclave," because
if you attend you will have to take it because
New York is going to give it to you. The smoker
was well attended and the spirit for the Conclave
was running high. Brother Connie Jenkins,
Grand Marshal, Brother Mifflin Gibbs, Basileus
of Epsilon; Brother A. C. Garner, Basileus of
Xi Phi; Brother Homer Smith, and Bill Edmund-
son, of the Southernaires, were all on hand to
keep the spirit high as well as the brothers. New
York is going to try to outdo Chicago in social
entertainment as well as serious Conclave fea-
tures. They realize they will have to go some,
and so they are on their way. Plan now to attend
this Conclave if you can't attend any more. It
will be a second World's Fair. On to New York
for the "Conclave of Tomorrow in a World of
Today."

-----.-----
I AM THANKFUL FOR THE
DEPRESSION • • •

(Continued [rom. page 78)
has experienced since Mr. Lincoln issued the im-
mortal Emancipation Proclamation.

However, a larger view demonstrates the ad-
vantages of disadvantages, the logic of the illogic,
the religion of irreligion, the worldliness of other-
worldliness, the finite of the infinite.

Dr. William Durant says: "Nothing educates
us like a shock."

It requires the brutalities of Fascism to make
Americans appreciate democracy, the Declaration
of Independence, the Bill of Rights, and the Con-
stitution. Dreadful diseases summoned into
existence the miracles of modern medicine and
surgery. The exploitation of fallacies and un-
truths by the sophists ushered in the science of
logic. Gangsterism and corrupt politics mobil-
ized the forces of Law and Order.

The malpractices of the packing house indus-
trfes brought in the Pure Food Laws. Tyranny
gives birth to liberty; vice, to virtue; laissez
faire, to government control; and rugged indi-
vidualism, to social conscience.

Therefore, it required the Great Depression to
open the eyes of the American people to the eco-
nomic, cultural, social, political, and spiritual
values inherent in a great democracy. For this
1 am thankful. As a distinctly finite being, man
learns only through tragic experiences. Progress
and Pain are Siamese twins.
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• BY HARVEY J. REYNOLDS

SOME POET HAS SAID that "hope springs
eternal in the human breast." It may also

be said that hope motivates human action and
inspires thought. Perhaps one of the finest and
most wholesome observations is that it induces •
mankind to labor in the interest of its realization.
Another is the fact that everyone shares its for-
tunes. All youth is richly rewarded with its
bounty. The quality and motivating power of
their hope carries them enthusiastically forward
and enables them constantly to transform our
world. It is human interest in a transformed
,- orld that is important. This interest activates
adults to labor and sacrifice so that the hope of
youth and the hope elders cherish for youth may
come to fruition.

Par-ents, no doubt, find their most vital interest
and highest gratification in providing youth with
opportunity to live and labor, and to transform
our world into ohe in which there is comity be-
tween nations, freedom from intolerance, injus-
tice, exploitation, and human want. A world in
which there is equal and adequate opportunity
o achieve worthy aspirations, to find outlets for

creative talent and to enjoy robust health. It is
quite obvious that thought, guidance, labor and
sacrifice are necessary and indispensable to the
attainment of this purpose.

Here stands a challenge to adult mankind to
prepare youth for its role in the world of tomor-
row. As fraught with difficulties as this chal-
lenge certainly is, yet definite efforts are put
forth to meet it. The form they take are per-
sonal example, radio intelligence, school instruc-
tion, apprenticeships, newspapers, and forum en-
lightenment. By them youth may be made fami-
liar with the problems and nature of life. Gradu-
ally it becomes ready to direct its own destiny;
to have the sheltered environment; and to assume
he duties and risks of a full life.

Training in a vocation, and inherent virtue
make the change less difficult. Most certainly
here may be slight bewilderment before getting

on with the business of living; but this may be
readily removed with exercise of composure and
self-assurance. There will also be disillusion-

ent. The ideal and the practical will be at
variance. Various ideologies will demand atten-

•
" . . . . Americans of all persuasions will accord

opportunity and recognition to those who possess
character, ability and skill. They will reward those
who apply themselves with industry, enthusiasm and
perseverance to the work and problems of our time."

tion. All of these can serve only a simple pur-
pose; that is, to test the stamina of youth, deepen
its experience and challenge it to labor for an
ultimate victory.

Life after school is a great adventure. Distant
horizons will appeal to the pioneer. For him it
will be the outposts of civilization-Africa and
South America. For others it will be America,
the land of fertile opportunity. Here a demo-
cratic government derives its authority from the
governed. Under it there is self-determination,
free enterprise, freedom of thought. worship and
assembly. There is a business system that func-
tions humanely and enables the citizens to live in
comfort and health. There are educational and
cultural institutions that provide for enlighten-
ment and culture of the entire population. Our
country possesses rich natural resources and a
variable climate. In the economic field there is
freedom of initiative; that is, the unhindered
privilege of starting your own enterprise provided
it is not hurtful to society and that it has a help-
ful purpose.

Most youths enjoy all these bounties of our
common country. As yet Negro youths have not
come into a full enjoyment of them. Facing
them are deep seated prejudicial attitudes which
have been formed through disseminated propa-
ganda, false information, and studied aversion.
It is important to point out, however, that good-
will, intelligence, affability and efficiency can
overcome these obstacles. Our youth must
evince courage, hardihood and tenacity. They
must conquer the evils which prevent self-ex-
pression, impede progress, and those which con-
sign them to a minor role in our national life.
Moreover, they must utilize every opportunity to
live fully and to improve our way of life.

Our youth must work more assiduously to at-
tain the abundant life. There is a place, a need,
and a demand for their services. The constantly
increasing demand for goods, machinery and ser-
vices; the development of human and physical
resources; the operation of all social institutions;
and the development of new enterprises require
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our youth must labor to overcome-the handicap
of racial inferiority. Literature, art, religion,
sculpture, the theatre and millions of white
Americans propagate this inferiority theory.
These millions also teach white youth that they
are superior. Both theories are equally false.
The foremost thinkers of both races concur in
this fact. Paul Robeson is educating his son
abroad to escape the blighting influence of these
theories. All cannot do this. The vast majority
must contend with the problem here. They must
commit themselves to a policy of eliminating this
evil. Meet the problem with equanimity. In
spirit, thought and deed, labor for improved racial
relationships; work for the elimination of racial
prejudice; and for fair treatment for everyone.
It is in this way that the pernicious results of
the racial inferiority theory will be prevented
from exerting its evil influence in American life;
and democracy made applicable to all citizens.

Finally, a comprehensive view must be taken
of world civilization. Youth may observe that
numerous inventions mitigate the strenuousness
of physical toil; and that mankind has more
leisure. Heavier demands are being made upon
one's inteUectual resources. The leisure time
must be utilized and the inventions controlled
and made useful in doing the world's work, so
that sanity in living may be vouchsafed to all.
This becomes increasingly important if we are
not to be overwhelmed by the instruments we
have created. It becomes -youths' duty to aid in
defeating the destructive forces of alien philoso-
phies of the social order, those forces which lead
to abasement of peoples and the destruction of
human freedom as conceived and experienced in
America. Time and thought must be given to the
development of institutions for human better-
ment. Labor for the elevation of all men. With
such a social consciousness youth can aid in carry-
ing humanity toward the ideal; and in the society
they build, they will be active, useful and happy.

AFTER SCHOOL
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youth's services and talents. Our youth must
manifest a will to work and an enterprising spirit.
Enter aviation, radio engineering, scientific re-
search and navigation. Go into any endeavor
for which your training and temperament suit
you. Do not be limited by traditional Negro
job. Aspire to any achievement within the
imagination and vision of man. For in spite ·of
deep social prejudices, Americans of all persua-
sions will accord opportunity and recognition to
ho e who possess character, ability and skill.

They will reward those who apply themselves
with industry, enthusiasm and perseverance to
the work and problems of our time.

In beginning life after school, youth starts with
trained intelligence and disciplined character.
The sensible thing to do is to face life resolutely.
Begin with small undertakings and incomes.
Concentrate attention and energies on the task
to be done and upon its inherent potentialities.
Make out of your enterprise or position a career.
Xlake this career productive of social good. En-
deavor to realize for yourself an interesting and
happy life. Bear in mind a cooperative attitude
toward your fellowmen, because modern life con-
tantly demands that qualities of self-reliance

fu e with the ideal of social cooperation. Further
this objective and therefore aid in attaining for
all a more abundant life. Do not be baffled by dis-
appointments. Take them for what they are-
pauses in which fresh strength and '2xperience
are gained to attack the problems anew.

The American way of life is attractive and
conducive to incomparable good. Yet it has im-
perfections. Labor to remove these imperfec-
tions; strive to attain equality of opportunity.

urture your will to achieve. Be self-assertive.
:\Iaintain a sound mind, a healthy body and high
morality. In this way our youth can help build
a ocial order in which there is creativeness,
progress and general well being.

There is an urgent imperfection Or handicap
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ETA SIGMA-Jefferson City, Mo.

Bas., Samuel Harris, Lincoln University
KRS. James Wilkerson, Lincoln Uni-

versity
THETA SIGMA-New Orleans, La.

Bas., Elliott H. Gray, Dillard University
KRS. James Love, Dillard University

IOTA SIGMA-Toledo, Ohio
KRS. John Anderson, Toledo Univ.

KAPPA SIGMA-Jackson, Tenn.
Bas., Herbert Burton, Lane College
KRS. Clarence McKinney, Lane College

LAMBDA SIGMA-Orangeburg, S. C.
Bas., Walter L. Hildebrand, Claflin Co~

lege
KRS. James S. Thomas, Claflin College

MU SIGMA-Columbia, S. C.
Bas., Brewster J. Mention, Allen Uni-

versity
KRS. James Duckett, Allen University

NU SIGMA-Detroit, Mich.
KRS. Ligins Moore, Wayne University



SATISFACTION
and Pride of Possession comes in know-
ing that the QUALITY and the design
of your purchase is the BEST that your
budget affords. The L. G. Balfour Com-
pany makes and sponsors articles in
every price field-you are assured that
orders placed with your official jeweler
protect your insignia and give you
maximum value.

The Balfour Guarantee -
11\ That Balfour made merchandise is exactly

as represented.

2.1\~That it represents the best value for the
f.~\"iprice paid and thus insures complete
!.~~. satisfaction.

31\ That your money will be refunded should
merchandise fail to meet full specifications
and your satisfaction.

*WRITE TODAY FOR YOUR COpy OF .'10

THE BALFOUR BLUE BOOK ~

FREE
+ Mailed postpaid-Mention Your Fraternity

Buy with complete confidence from
SOLE OFFICIAL JEWELER TO

OMEGA PSI PHI

COMPANY
L.G. BALFOUR
ATTLEBORO, MASSACHUSETTS


