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Mission Statement

The mission of the Monroe County Bar Association is to maintain the honor and dignity of the pro-
fession of law, to cultivate social interaction among its members and to increase its usefulness in the 
administration of justice.
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I write my first article of 2020 much differently than I had expect-
ed when I began my year as the MCBA president.

To our members, your families, staff, our courts and all related 
court functions, I hope you are all safe, healthy and adjusting to 
these unusual times we are in due to the COVID-19 Pandemic.  

In response to the current situation, President Judge            
Worthington and the courts have instituted actions to protect 
the community and courthouse personnel. Please make sure you 
take the time to review and understand all the current orders that 
have been issued. 

Denise Burdge is continually emailing all court orders to the 
membership.  All local orders can be found on the court’s web-
site, Monroe County Courts.  All orders including all appellate 
courts and the Pennsylvania Bar Association’s can be found by 
clicking here.   

We should note that the Monroe Legal Reporter continues to be 
published.  Should you have questions regarding the MLR please 
reach out to Marsha at journal@monroebar.org or Denise at 
dburdge@monroebar.org.

As we all work through everything we are facing as result of the 
pandemic, please remember that the MCBA is here to support 
you.  Although the staff is working remotely the majority of the 
time, they are alternating limited time in the office throughout 
week to process mail and handle calls.  Should you have any 
needs, thoughts or suggestions that may assist you and our com-
munity, please email Denise at dburdge@monroebar.org, or me at 
bcjordan@csmjlawyer.com. 

To those members who have reached out to us with thoughts 
and suggestions on potential issues, such as the increased need 
for pro-bono services, we appreciate your input. I encourage all 
of you to provide any feedback you may have as we collectively 
navigate these unchartered waters. 

I follow a long line of MCBA presidents, and I wish to thank 
them all for their commitment to our association.  I would like 
to specially thank immediate past president Elizabeth Bensinger 
Weekes for continuing to move us forward in our mission.  I 

would also like to thank past president Mark Primrose. As Mark’s 
time on the board ends, I know that he will continue to support 
us though his work on many committees.  This year he will chair 
the Strategic Planning and Pro-Bono committees.  I look forward 
to his support and guidance over the coming year. Mark, thank 
you for all you’ve done and all you will do!

Our first quarter was a busy one.  I congratulate Judge Mark and 
Hillary Madden, co-chairs of the Mock Trial committee on a very 
successful district competition.  Thank you to all the volunteers 
who supported the event by sitting as a judge or scorer over the 
many nights of competition.   A special thank you goes to Judge 
Williamson for sitting on the bench each night of the compe-
tition. Magisterial District Judge Paul Menditto and Common 
Pleas Judge Kelly Gaughan traveled from Pike County in support 
of the program. As volunteers supporting this program, I applaud 
you.  You set a good example to the students participating in the 
trials and you proudly represented our association. 

This year I will be holding a committee chair luncheon, yet to be 
rescheduled.  The primary goals are to ensure our committees’ 
missions are consistent with the bar association’s goals and that 
the committees are getting the support from the board and the 
staff that they need.  Our committees are crucial to the success of 
the association and I hope you join at least one committee if you 
have not already done so.

The road ahead could provide new challenges for all of us indi-
vidually and as a bar association.  It will take time and patience 
for everything in our personal and professional lives to adapt to 
a new normal. Our collective experience and determination has 
never been more necessary. Your MCBA staff will work with the 
board and all chairs as soon as possible. We are here for YOU and 
we will get through this together.

Thank you for giving me the opportunity to be your 2020 presi-
dent.  

 
Brian C. Jordan



  
Monroe County Bar Association Officers and Directors - 2020 

Brian C. Jordan, Esquire 
President 

Hillary A. Madden, Esquire 
Vice President 

 
Deborah L. Huffman, Esquire 

Secretary 

Vincent Rubino, Esquire 
Treasurer 

 
Elizabeth Bensinger Weekes, Esquire 

Immediate Past President 

David Marra, Esquire 
Member at Large 

Victoria A. Strunk, Esquire 
Member at Large  

 
Don Gual, Esquire 

Member at Large/YLD President 
 

Monroe County Bar Foundation Board of Trustees - 2020 
 

William J. Reaser, Jr., Esquire 
Chairman 

 
Thomas V. Casale, Esquire 

Vice Chairman 
 

Victoria A. Strunk, Esquire 
Secretary 

 
Diane L. Dagger, Esquire 

Treasurer 
 

Christopher Brown, Esquire 
Trustee 

 
Matthew Field, CRPC 

Trustee 
 

Hillary A. Madden, Esquire 
Trustee  

 
Young Lawyers Division Officers and Board - 2020

 
Don Gual, Esquire 

President 
 

Jessica Jones, Esquire 
Vice President 

 
Noelle Wilkinson, Esquire 

Secretary 
 

Kaitlin Fulmer, Esquire
Treasurer 

 
David Marra, Esquire 

Member at Large 
 

Chynna R. Beisel, Esquire 
Member at Large 
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The MCBF is seeking applications for 2021 grants and 2020 scholarships.  The Foundation Board recently voted 
to extend the deadlines for submissions in order to provide the non-profits and students with much needed addi-
tional time due to COVID-19.  Grant applications are due July 10th and scholarship applications are due June 1, 
2020.

Applications for both can be found on the MCBA’s home page under Public Resources. The guidelines for both 
the grants and scholarships are detailed in the application documents.  

Thank you to our MCBA members who have supported the Foundation through the annual dues campaign.  
Your money helps our local community in a multitude of ways. Your donations help students attend college and 
help non-profits support those in need in our community.  

The MCBA again has provided the MCBF with a contribution of $100,000.  In this unusual time, we expect more 
submissions than ever and appreciate the continued support of the Association and the members of MCBA.  We 
know the students and organizations do as well.

Thank you!

Bill Reaser
MCBF Chairman

YOUNG LAWYERS 
 DIVISION NEWS

The YLD is continuing to make and adjust plans for 2020.  

The Legal Information Seminars, which are opened to the public, will now be held at the MCBA building.  The 
first two of the year were offered by Patrick Best on tax laws and Jason Costanzo on wills and estates.  The pro-
gram will continue with upcoming topics including education law, social security disability and worker’s comp to 
name a few.

We promise to get back to hosting our member mixers in June.  We hope you will join us on Thursday, June 25th 
5:00 pm at Trackside in East Stroudsburg.

Plans are under way for sponsoring a Wills for Heroes event, a wine tour benefiting the Monroe County Bar 
Foundation, our annual rafting trip and  so much more.  Information to follow!

Finally, thank you to all our Judges, YLD members and families who attended our Bowling with Judges event.  
Everyone had a great time.  Scores don’t count though!
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To our all our Members, To our all our Members, 
Families, Staffs and Friends:Families, Staffs and Friends:

Stay Healthy and Safe!Stay Healthy and Safe!

We’ll see you all soon.We’ll see you all soon.

Your devoted MCBA StaffYour devoted MCBA Staff
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Welcome New Members!
Richard L. Campbell, Jr., Esquire 
Monroe County 
Court of Common Pleas
Law Clerk for President Judge Margherita 
Patti-Worthington
610 Monroe Street, Suite 221
Stroudsburg PA 18360
570.517.3974 
rcampbell@monroepacourts.us

Attorney Campbell, law clerk for President Judge 
Worthington, is a 2011 graduate of Villanova University’s 
Charles Widner School of Law.  Prior to obtaining his J.D. 
he attended Widner University where he majored in gov-
ernment and politics.  He and his wife, Isabella, live in the 
Lehigh Valley.  

David Gaspar, Esquire 
Monroe County 
Court of Common Pleas
Law Clerk for Judge C. Daniel Higgins, Jr.
610 Monroe Street, Suite 221
Stroudsburg PA 18360
570.517.3367
dgaspar@monroepacourts.us

After graduating from Moravian College with a Bachelor 
of Arts degree, Attorney David Gaspar continued his edu-
cation at the Widener University Commonwealth School 
of Law.  Gaspar has the honor of being the first law clerk to 
work for the Honorable C. Daniel Higgins.  

Raquel Jimenez, Esquire 
Monroe County 
Court of Common Pleas
Law Clerk for Judge Mark 
610 Monroe Street, Suite 221
Stroudsburg PA 18360
570.517.3930
rjimenez@monroepacourts.us

Attorney Raquel Jimenez graduated from Regent Univer-
sity School of Law in Virginia Beach.  Prior to law school 
Jimenez earned her B.S. in international law.  In January 
of this year, she was admitted to practice in the District of 
Columbia.

Amy L. Kruzel, Esquire 
Norris McLaughlin P.A.
515 West Hamilton Street, Suite 502
Allentown PA 18101
610.391.1800
610.391.1805 (F)
alkruzel@norris-law.com
www.norrismclaughlin.com

Attorney Kruzel is an associate with Norris McLaughlin in 
Allentown where she focuses her practice on family law.  
She earned by her Bachelor of Science and J.D. at Dickin-
son.  Kruzel is an active member of both the Northampton 
and Lehigh County Bar Associations.  

Richard M. Weintraub, Esquire
Attorney at Law 
119 Broad Street
Stroudsburg 18360
240.401.6951
rmwein1948@gmail.com
www.richardweintraublawoffice.com 

After years of practicing in the Maryland and DC area,     
Attorney Weintraub relocated to Monroe County.  A grad-
uate of the University of Maryland, he went on to obtain 
is J.D. from the University of Maryland School of Law.  
He also earned his Master of Laws (LLM) Taxation from 
Georgetown University Law Center. 
Weintraub focuses on estate planning, tax, non-profit and 
corporate business law as well as other areas of practice. 
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One Year Later
It’s been over a year since Nicholas VI, aka Nicky or Nick, joined the Monroe County Court system.  Jessica Jones 
brought him home just in time for him to attend the 2019 Conference of County Bar Leaders.  He was truly a hit at the 
conference and has since inspired other courts to work to bring a facility dog to their courts.  

Thanks to the hard work of Jess, Canine Companions provided our courts with an opportunity to bring Nicky on board. He 
has quickly become a valuable member of the court team.  

The first several months, Nick got to know the staff as well as become acquainted with his routine.  Since May of 2019, he 
has participated in well over 200 dependency cases. The number of actual children he has come into contact with is much 
higher, as each case often involves multiple children. Nick has also participated in approximately 100 juvenile cases. 
These numbers do not reflect the profound impact Nick also has on the courthouse staff or members of the public who are 
in the courthouse for reasons other than dependency or juvenile matters. Nicky has assisted in a handful of custody cases 
as well. Additionally, because Nick has been here for over a year now, he has interacted with several children multiple 
times.  They are always so excited to see Nick again – and he’s excited to see them.  

Jess has received a number of comments from attorneys indicating their clients and participants report improvement in 
the children’s behavior after court and spending time Nicky.  The connection the children and Nicky has is invaluable. Be-
cause of Nicholas, children are having no more outbursts or negative behavior. One person even told Jess that it was like 
the child had not been to court at all!

Thank you to Canine Companions, www.cci.org, for working closely with Jess and Nicholas to form their unbelievable 
bond.  CCI provides facility, service and hearing dogs to qualified individuals and organizations at no cost. Nick wishes to 
thank the Monroe County Bar Foundation for providing his financial support so he can focus his attention on the children!

Thank you
Monroe County Bar

Foundation
for supporting

Nicholas VI 
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MEMBER CHANGES & UPDATESMEMBER CHANGES & UPDATES

Remember to provide 
MCBA with changes to your 

contact information!
Please email changes to: info2@monroebar.org

District Attorney’s Office Completes Move 
Office of the District Attorney 
701 Main Street, Second Floor

Stroudsburg PA 18360

Robert C. Barchiesi II 
Barchiesi Law PLLC

Chynna R. Beisel 
chybeisel@gmail.com

Daniel E. Cummins
570.319.5899
570.319.5898 (Fax)

The Honorable Brian Germano 
brian.germano@mdjs.pacourts.us

The Honorable Colleen Mancuso
colleen.mancuso@mdjs.pacourts.us

Jennifer Ann Wise
jenniferwiselaw@gmail.com

Joseph Rattman
PO Box 203 
Delaware Water Gap PA 18327
570.424.6035
josephrattman@gmail.com

 

MCBA Staff Contact Information 
Denise M. Burdge

Executive Director 
 dburdge@monroebar.org

Marsha Grier
Journal Coordinator/Bookkeeper

journal@monroebar.org
Liyah Johnson

Administrative Assistant 
admin@monroebar.org

Chelsi Roberts-Williams 
Administrative Assistant 

info2@monroebar.org
570.424.7288 

570.424.8234 (Fax) 
www.monroebar.org



Page 11



Page 12

THANK YOU DISTRICT MOCK TRIAL 
VOLUNTEERS!  

WE COULDN’T HAVE DONE IT WITHOUT YOU!!

Judge David Williamson Judge Kelly Guaghan Judge C. Daniel Higgins Jr.

MDJ Paul Menditto MDJ Phillip Riley MDJ Danielle Travagline

Brandie Belanger Mary Boothe Richard Campbell

Daniel Corveleyn Michelle Farley James Fuller

Jerry Geiger Dave Gordon Don Gual

Jacob Hill Raquel Jimenez Matt Jinks

Brian Jordan Bob Kidwell Steve Krawitz

Jamie Levy Dave Marra Mark Primrose

Gary Saylor Victoria Strunk Michelle Thoman

Elizabeth Bensinger Weekes Todd Weitzmann Noelle Wilkinson

Judge Jonathan Mark, Mock Trial Chair Hilary Madden, Mock Trial Co-chair

Gerald Brunell, Attorney Advisor Deborah Huffman, Attorney Advisor

Jessica Jones, Attorney Advisor Brett Reigel, Attorney Advisor

Thanks for all you do!

To Judge Worthington and all our 
Judges, John Goldner and Court      

Administration, Ken Morris and all 
our sheriffs and security guards, 

“THANK YOU!”
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FROM THE MCBA STAFF: PLEASE NOTE, APRIL AND MAY PROGRAMS ARE BEING POSTPONED. 
WE WILL ATTEMPT TO RESCHEDULE AS MANY AS POSSIBLE. 
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